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In Defense of American Trotskyism

Volume One:

The Struggle Inside the Socialist Workers Party 1979-1983
edited by Sarah Lovell, 328 pages (1992) — $10.00

This book consists of selected documents mostly produced by a political
tendency that was organized in the Socialist Workers Party to defend and
advance the revolutionary perspectives of Trotskyism. This tendency, which
began to develop in the party in 1979, waged a struggle inside the Socialist
Workers Party until the expulsion of its adherents in 1984, when they
established a new group called the Fourth Internationalist Tendency. Also
represented here are oppositionists who became prominent in other groups
— Socialist Action and the Fourth International Caucus of Solidarity. Included
are materials produced by two of the oldest and most prestigious veterans in
the SWP, Tom Kerry and George Breitman. A substantial introductory essay
by Frank Lovell, “The Meaning of the Struggle Inside the Socialist Workers
Party,” provides valuable background information and places the volume in a
larger historical perspective.

Volume Two:

Revolutionary Principles and Working-Class Democracy
edited by Paul Le Blanc, 412 pages (1992) — $12.00

This book focuses on the waves of expulsions which hit the Socialist Workers
Party from 1981 through 1984. It provides an inspiring record — and
reaffirmation — of the revolutionary ideas and commitments of those who
were being forced out of the organization to which many had given “the whole
of their lives.” also included are: substantial pieces by SWP leaders Jack
Barnes and Larry Seigle defending the expulsions; a critique by repre-
sentatives of the Fourth International; letters and a talk by pioneer Trotskyist
James P. Cannon, originally published under the title Don’t Strangle the Party.
A substantial introductory essay by Paul Le Blanc, “Leninism in the United
States and the Decline of the Socialist Workers Party,” relates the 1981-84
experience to broader questions of “the vanguard party” and Leninism, the
history and character of American Trotskyism, the development of the U.S.
working class, and the realities of world politics in the 20th century.

Volume Three:

Rebuilding the Revolutionary Party
edited by Paul Le Blanc, 148 pages (1990) — $9.00

This book consists of eight documents. The longest, written in 1983 by Paul
TR Le Blanc and Dianne Feeley, is entitled “In Defense of Revolutionary Con-
: tinuity” — a response to SWP leader Jack Barnes's attack on Trotsky’s theory
B, of permanent revolution. Also included is the founding platform of the Fourth
: Internationalist Tendency, a lengthy 1988 analysis of the SWP by Frank Lovell
and Paul Le Blanc, and two major documents produced by the FIT when the
Socialist Workers Party formally broke from the Fourth International in 1990.
The volume concludes with three documents dealing with the need for unity
among revolutionary socialists in the United States.




