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The Manifesto of the
Fourth International

This document was adopted by a meeting of the United Secre-
tariat of the Fourth International (FI) in 1992. It is the product of
months of discussion within that world organization and an
extensive process of rewriting and revision from an original draft
proposed before the FI's World Congress in 1991.

The Fl is an international organization of revolutionary Marxist
parties and groups from dozens of countries throughout the
world. It was founded in 1938 under the leadership of Leon
Trotsky, dedicated to a consistent and forthright struggle for the
common interests of working people and the oppressed in all
nations — to their mobilization in struggle against capitalist ex-
ploitation, colonialism, and bureaucratic dictatorship, and against
all forms of racial and sexual discrimination.

It should be clear, from the perspectives presented here, that the
FI remains true to that purpose today. This, in itself, stands as a
major accomplishment in a world where many former leftists and
radical activists are rushing to embrace the “new realism” of a
capitalism that has supposedly “triumphed over socialism”
during the cold war.

But reality is a far cry from the “new worid order” proclaimed
by U.S. President George Bush after his victory against Iraq in 1991.
It is, as the Manifesto points out, a world of increasing disorder —
of insecurity, crisis, preventable hunger, poverty, and disease.
These things are more the rule than the exception for most of the
billions of people on this planet.

In short, we are living in a world that cries out for a renewed
commitment to the fight for social change, for a more just and
humane political and economic system. Just such a commitment,
and a perspective on how those needed changes can be brought
about, will be found in the pages of this pamphlet.
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