
I I

Yusufu Bala Usmanr
Department of Fiistory,

Ahmadu Bello Universlty,
Zarta.

Public Lecture,
Ife Lecture Series Nl.I,
The Pestgraduate Sch.,bcl;,'
University of Ife,
Ile-Ife.

il

T

E

\rl \
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This country is suff ering'from tire worst

economj-c :crlsis in its history- The military coup

of 31st Decerirber: 1983, wh.i-ch overthrer,v the Shagari

regime, has not changed tilis harsh fact of our

existence r,vhether we like to recognise .1t, or rrot'
..-:'..

It has only opened up some possibilities of oui'

moving towards'its solutj-ons. ,..:.1
, I.' 

:''

so tve should not allow ourselves to-forget the
i

,

fao'- that .we are stitl, right in the middl-g,of our

worst economic crlsis. 
. 
This is wkrat the people

:. af this c:untry have to face trp to, ifi a.Very Serrous

' and 'systematio way. 1,ie s11ou1d. not atlow tire thrill

and. natural re}ief, at the overthroyt of a corrupt,

. treasorrabl-e, repressive, and crininal' regime to
r 
t.. 

-

, obscure, even for a'momentt this hard reaiity''

essential commodities. may- be brought down' Arreai's

of salaries and" allowances' may be paid-up' and ::'

their regular payments may soon be resumed' ljaslc

public services in schoolsr'".$ospitalst power'stations

and post.,offi-ces may be restored' The ostentations'
!
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and yulgar, shagari style of d"rcssing in expensive,
i-mported, jewellery and shoes; and riding in even

m+re expensive imported lfunousines, prlvate jet
planes and yatchs, nray disappear, at leqst frorn tne
pub+}Q, -Yleur.' "eu!-.?,1]- .tnese .improve-nients of the
si-tuation of the country wourd not, by themselves,
amount to a solution of, the economic crisis.

These improve.nrents ean easily be. temporary,
and cosraeti-c, before 5n intensrfication of tite
economic liardships resumes a.galnr ,&s the entrenched.

domestic and exteinar forces, whose .activititss
' i , .:

caused this crisis, in the first place re-assErt
themselves. "'wtrenliris krappens, the economy wiri

._ a l.:

and deepening external manj-pulatirq. and,,subservience.

we should be inino doubt that, this regressio., do

square zero'can hrappen even wlthin the next one

year. This is because these oppressive and

exploitative forc'us, whlch rf*o=t broughI this
country to its kneesr turnlng it into, ,,. debtor
and. begg:.r natiofl,i, with all our massive human :

and natural resources, are very ptwerful. These

economj-c and political forces are mucit more tnan

Shehu Shagari, Alex Elrwulme, Adisco Akinloye,

Bellc lvtaitarna, Joseph htrayas, Umaru Diickr, Sund,ay " ,,,,



.Adewusir or Isiaku lbrahim; much as these, and

the other rulers of the f ederal and state govern&'ients,

just bverthrown, embodied and symbolised ti:eir most
,:

naked and crude expression, in the period 1979'1983.
_a

., i,

It would, therefore, be rea11y dangerous to

the people of this country tc close their eyes to

two facts. The first one is that we are still in

?

the worst econcrnic crlsls 1n our

>g\, lrne is that there is a fundamental

the middle of

history. The

difference be

its essencel
.i

Every farmtr

tweerr the apBearance of anythlng and

arrd thls applies to the economic cri-sis.

knows that 
-you 

do,,*.ot remove any

lmportant far:n weed by merely hoeing it away

fr,om the ,top of the sqi1. To deal-. with itrlou ,:

have to dig it up from its rioots, remove it, and'

throw it arilay.r from the crops ygu are growing. Tnis

is also a basic truth for society and it applieq, to

the current econornlc crisis. We have to face it

squarely" But in ord"er to d.o sor we have to

identify, correctly, both the appearance and esgsnce

of this crisis.

The Scalq Q{.the. Crisi-s* .,

, The nature of this econoniic crisis as very

obvious to the great majority of the people of this

country. Ti:ey know it, very well, in their empty

hands, empty days, empty pocke'ts, empty pots and

empty stomachs. They know i-t, in the raw reality

sf thirst, hunger anrl unemployment ' What most -t
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people do notr prabably reali-se, is its scale.

Not everybady, for examFle, knows that in
spite of the billlons o_f nalra spent on the Green

Revolution Frogramme and the river basin authorities
the tota] producti-or'of most food crops did not rise
at all. l/here therc was a rise, as in the case of
maize, it vras in replacement of. other crops; anci

therefore this was used to ;ustify a f,ood im,oort

bill which rose fr8m NB1B.B millicn in 1979 tc.
H1.16 billion in 19BO to-$1.86 billian in the

first nine mohths fr 1981. Thls was a rise of
food imports of cver 1OO%, in less than I years,
j-n a country endowed with rich Jgricultural- resources,
most of whose people are f arniers, and whose governinents

had spent over N1.00 billion rstensibly to boost

foad productionl Even with the maize, the domestic

productlon is said to be, at 15OrOO0 tonnc.s, cnly

one-sixth of the estimated amount needed to feed

the [1 million head of pculty in the countryl besid.es

the amount needed for direct human consurmption,

The scale of the crisis il even more marked.,

with a crop like cotton, where the actual ciecline in
production has been estimated in specific terms.+

The domestic production of cottonr &h essential ":

raw materlal, for one of our largest lndustries,
producing an essential commodity, fel1 froni 2O5rOCO

lrales in 1979, to 1B5,OOO bales in 1980, rJ.orvn to
.:)
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l6orooo bales in 1981 ; a falr of zo% in an ord-
established cottcrn-producing country, urhose govrr"nment

claimed to be giving ag'icurture, and ]ocat indr-istries,
the highest prioritlr.

Many people are a\.{are that vrel1 over 50% of the
factories j_n the country . clrsed dortn,

h/ere grinding to a halt, working part-time, with tl:.e
exception of the brewerles, cigrrc.tte -and ._scf -dfink
plants. But what many people are* not aware of js
that at the Aladja steer iuilr, built at thercost of
H1 .6 bil}ion, thrui- out of tnc luuq furlraces had
p,:'LEd to firnction by iv6rc_r.r 1983. ?li_.s. tlas

taking place under g reginie which had creatcd a

M1pis -tfy of Steel anci ,,vhose head of state spent a

ldt, cf tiine in expensive ceremonies connected vrith
steel plants . 'This , appare#a, parad oxical , x

situation of industries failing to start, or
iollapsin;;, after t ,lt while, absorbing 1ilrge ainounts

cf public, capitala lnvestment, is wer--r- :'-lrustrated
cn' a sr.ra11er scale with , i,r"*t brick factey.
Accordin8 to Bukur Zarma of the New Nigerian (r,iii, d+/lo1s3)
this factory buirt by the Nigu.r state Government at*
the cost of +T7.O millirn is covered. with weecls

a
because the government, which spent all that mone5r.. to
build it,refused to patroni-se its productsI As in
st many such cases, the major interest rf those 

r
ninning the government, their dornbstic partners

t
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a+d f oreign masters, ends with the expendi-tr;re on

importing the machinerv,paying the contractors

building the factory, and 1f possible, commissioning

it, in a r^rel1-publicised and expendive conunissj,oning

ceremony. This applies whe-bher it is buiit r,vith

public capital investment or comes under the cover

rf private sector investment.

In the crucial area cf the producticn oi-

energy the situati*n is equally serlous, if not

worse. It has direct bearing on the high-cost of

industrial production and the collapse of indus'uries.

Billions of naira, for exarnple, h:ve bcen -sunk ':nd
,

committed to contracts for new electric power plants,

but right now at the Kaj-nji Hydro-electric Darn,

only the construction of gig$ rut of the sge_l+g r
turbines has been completed,and some rr' tne et-;-rt

turbines are not in working, order, due to the

failure to provide spare parts. As the senior'

Staff Associatirn of Statutory Corporatirns and .;

Government orrryl€d compa$ies pointed out,late last 
rr

Decenber, only about ZiEyt cf the j-nstalled electric
powc.r generatj ng caf,acity of 2 r3\2 negar,iatts is being

J

-uti}.ifed! This produotion of only 5OC megawit^ts 1s

.beIor.r th. 7OO *ugo-*rtt. 
""O"rr.O O, the ,j*o" are a

-a16"nqy .,j Thq cqns._equ€n b--e".:,CIg-fil onrlyid.. poqe-Il cuts had

. led tq,,,a4j-,,.s$l,4gtt*.q, H7,5p {Qpn#,\}l-1iorr,,.tr5 r annun i:-ing

spent,-UV 6EQ:Comlnri-i_e-s fo.q, t.hg.rpurqhilsq anci mainte.nance

rof electric generating eOuipment; with another

; !
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I+35.O0 millirn spent rn the imprrtation rf voltage
stabilisers alone. A11 this taken p&ce in a situatj_rn
where feCeral., and state grvernments and rther public
institutions refuse tr pay tlru= I{igc,rian Electric Power
Authority (runra) the lirnshare rf a bilt of about ffi5oc million!

Tha situatirn is equatly Eisa8tr.us in the crucia]
sector of communicatirns. In Apri} 1)r3, frr example,
the cc-axj-aI telecrmmunicatirn system broke down. " Later,
in Augr-ist, the inicrr-wave systen", also brtke down. This
micro-urave systern was c.ifinissirned in 1981 by the former
president and had cost this cruntry 'i\t83.OO miLJ-irn.
.fhesc- aru,, [Etr' to be re-s&crijd.

T.ris crllapse af key areas of telecrmmunications
extencied. te the prstal serwices, where the edrlCationat'
systern, already'in a very rai. shape, is bej-ng riraggeo
d.own with it, thrrugh the prst r,ffices defaulting.:.n

the payment'of postal orders amrunting to i\i9.aO miliirn
for the WAEC and. inl.5 millirn tr JAl'Its, by letob+r--1-983.

Some of this money paid for by students and their parents
was

fcr exa*mlnatian,s L said to have been used to pay the

salaries cf 'the p^st anc. telecrilhrr:inicatirns departqent

staff, by a government which in thc 1983 budget reCuced

the allocatinn for P ar.d- T by 22%, wi'rile rai-si-ng that
t

f rr General AdmirOitratiu by LpC?6 and for Abuja ,y 33.re?61
. t, :

This is a past and telecommunications c.epartment which

has an rutstand-ing bill cf abrut I't126. Jl mitlion, mrst

of it against the ferleral and state g.vernments.

Thesed.evelrpmentswerealltakingplaceinthe.

context tf the government's failure to even collect

the large aralnts rf revellue due to it frrm businessmen

it had favoured-.fuitn import licenses. In 1982 al-rne,

it has estirated that 625 af t]ne fj-rras wfiich ctlleqteC
import licenses and,usecl them,

exc..'1an8c,

at least tr, take rut forei_gn



)-;..d,

refused to pay irnport duties of up to H1 .00 i;.riliion,

In the context of such systematic subcrC-ination,
::f j

exploitation, disruptioSi and deliberate sabotage of

the econonric foundaticns tf tiie country*by tnose

;'uJ-i-ng it, the ir dom-stic partne-1's and fopeign n:1g6lters,-;it'l-'

!h" large-scale fire conflagrations in strategic
buildi ngs isonat suprising.' It.has been estimated

+

tha
rt

i
at .!:even befoi"e thc burni-ns of llECOlvj House in

as-
January 1983 rvhich cost tn,,'nation several irunored]':
cf millirn1 of $aira, anci'l1ves lost, fircohild.'

destreyed, property (insurSO) worth iUout I+2OO.OO
'' I 

' 
't

millirn between June 198: and" Qecember 1,9E2.

) Gf-i
Smokescreen.

.a
The 0i1

,sThese' figr.res covff only a few-?spects:$f s'ome

key's€ctor
a

kncwledge.
}.

The;r are cnly tle v€ry t1p ,of the , iceberg.

But thev serve to illuslrate tpe. scale. of $hisr -31-

grisis witho5t.."I*n bringitg in-.ti:q ryaier areas of , I
massive unemplpyinent, a lrip.h ratc tf inf,latlon, . t
the collaase of essenlial pullic serv1oeF", r ?

indebtednc3s, .$nri th= fafx of '::y::nenr.pf wegsi,

sa1ari5sand-a11owances,,whichare^mucirbetter

known.

!. The Shaigari regiueOtrie Ceto exCuse al-i the se

as the j-nevj-tai,1e consequences.of a'wor"tcl e6onomic

recession and itS.Occompanyingc'lvorld oil glut; B 
.

and even tire rnajo? partics opposed'to tlie NPI\I'

bought tiris "'excuse and sold it. Altno;ieh.tney

d" Shagari- q[ rnismanageiiienJ''t[ey'nevLr'u'"ft ,, ,d.uv e
1t

: rl ira

i"n

us

.a t

a

,
,

t'

.:t



beyond tirc basic -Jremiscs of his

ended up raisins thc inisleacirnr,

issue cf oui- n--mbtrsnip of aPLC,

f actor j-n c>rn1ainin5 tn. crisis.

o

lrsir-ion ;LL.: r.i:)'

aitci diversi oni:it)/ ,

' , rr jl D ra rl,in. f,t

In his 198lf budget speech ou lhursdiay, 29th

Decembcr 1983, the f ortner presicient went aut of ilis

way to pI c: 2- spici r1 =:tlh:sis on ;l:., cccir;:.ic

re.3ssicn arid. thc oil glute ?rs tlri licy fa,ctors

causinE the current econcmic crisis. tre sa.id:

iiThe effects cf thil' world-wioe L:conomic
dep::ession on the e cononti-s of develcpa'd
and develcping nations alike have been
vel:y devastatin=. This has resultud in
lov'i, lr il..g?tive , growth of output and
ernploYment .in tnel inouistrralised natj-ons
r^rith toaauspondii.,i: ft.}1 in clu'Inano for-. a:rciw tra.terial-q, r,uEich constrtute the nlJor
i-tc,:is of foreig,l excir:inge ehrni-ngs of tnc
develcping countr i es. T'..is unhappy
situar.ticn has led to financial crisis in
most ccuntrie s cf tire cieveloping r,.r-r1'l-d. ".
Global eccnctnio recessj-cn has ,pow forced

. the inclustrralised countries o:l thc v'ior'ld
tc resort to cnergy 

"ot 
3ervation as a

irr;.:,t-L,er of poiicv thus clecreasrnl; t-leir
den:inc. f or oiiri ,

But t,-re foriner presid-ent vrers being less tilan

hcnest e even whe n ad.dressing th- i'Iandslj-cie ri

National assenrbly in which his p:rrty had an over-
*

whelrn'ing major-ity. Fer, about onq yeer anci nine
r

months ,iLcr :r: t'r--nc3y tgttr april l9oZ, \rril.1 l:-

add.resseci tire Cmergency joint S.,SSion oi- tce i1:".ticnal

Assembly anci gct the Eccnot,ric Steibilisation (Ti,,,,i:)rary

Provision) .+ct of 19C 2 Pr:s:--d -t jut.-spe -cl' ilc 
'r''d

ad.mitted titilt thcre w';s rr ericusrr internal

cause for thc cri sis, as far l,F iriig.ria vr:rs concern'.d.

a rnore

Fie. said:
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military ,-cvcrnitent, saii, in :rn a0.dress

deplornatic corps irr Ligos th.lt:

On Thursdayr lth Jariuc.,"1' "i;8J*,
t,

tlld" a world- press confercnce

iiSj-nce governrilent cenenr,ed on cil revenue
f or 8:',t of its =xa,,:nci-.tLr.c, the cicclin.
ci- -bric oil sectcr has had vari-ous imp:cts
on our 0orri:stic fin.nci" . ..
"...apart froiii t.ie impact of thc dcclin.
ir- cil prcducticr:, I.l:-Lt -s-:lii_*+s- Ca:,r;-c
hao l:een d"onr,' by hrgn i"ates cf irlpor.t:ltion
anc f creign exchii,l!t-. c-isburscrncnt vr[icr.
was suqtai ne ci throughout 19t1 anc li.,ts
continueo, inlo the first oua.rter of 198?/..\
\i ). ell1]n2.S]-S/.

Th. luI ir']i]-t- rv rugin.-n
,l.,:q 

nl .rr,'lrr 
^rrrqli.^n,rrl1r^ur ur vrfus

ernphasis on these

1n

f ed;rall
+- .- +t^,
L, L, tJt iu

thc form.r -^.^-i -..-r - ."-aIr E Xirrl= O D-L- C- ul

exttrnal f ,. ctcrs. Cr, 
^:,,.ci 

nescaS ,J-tn J'rru,-r;; '' ^, ,: ,r-

I'{a jor-Gc,ne ral Fuhari, tn. Ituili of thc n;w

iTli= uco:lLi:.ic olisnt oi'r-rc coL,n1 ry lrr.sil:r
in 1:ar"t f rrni tii.- glob:1 ecoriornic rec.issicn
bu-; gre :t-v eacdntu:rn,-C by lti-<. r-nlg.:;::nt
ani rampant corruptian cf tit. disrnis3,d
aci,,,inistrritians cculd nrt h.rve e scap-d
your? notils. . . . Th- ordinary ..li3,r' lr')
v'rho cert.linly has thr' fund:rntcn+u.-1 ;:i.kit to
liv. in argni:1r h-,ci buc,m-" cnsl;.v.d by ';
h: gdlu1 of ,,,i 3 'r -.rn5 vrflcsc ;r: j-n ir:t.f .st
wr,: cnll' tc pcrpetua*ug thcms*Ives in
of f ic: :t ir:y olsr e Du-t ..-Lsc t I sh-rru i-r. o3 ,

thf,_ S.-lVu s r1:, 'v- ,.l rh c : f 11t. country
v;hi1* th- crcrinary iili,,n wal] oweci decp.r
anci deep.:r in miset'1rii.

t'ia j or-Gellc t:31 ouh:.:iri

th:rt:

irTlr-c ctht,rrriSe bCuyant cconomy of tile
first tr,vo fiscal ycars 1979/dO and 1980
wcs allowed to run clcvrn throu5-h nis'-
rla-nagcn:nt not ^rllY or,rirs th.re an ina':,-.qu.lte
rcstlonse to thc global rurc(-'ssion causcd
by -i:ne world wise cil glut and the cil
nroduction crisis vu'-llch beset CPLC rl-'lbcr
countrie s , brit rneasurcs de sig-n=; t c cui-b'
;!i5.r L:,' s vL^-Ln.r-bilir; tc th= vigrrr-$s of
tir., oil- -r:il:1rket were .rppllcd in a h:}f"'
nearted inanner. Th.: indisci',iine ir, th,'
fornier Gcvern,lcntrs sp:nding pattern r\ras
.\/ :n nrnfi; nr-.)nogllded in ElfC gXtefnal
l--v JIf rlivr u ItL v,

se ctor of tiic eccrlci1l5r. T'hc seriousiluss
of thi-: countryts proL-,tusit:'to ir-lprrt
is refle oted, b,r ,;1i.. ,lrrC_t l:hrt cut of
o\rairy $i1 .OO of r.rcw IlICilu),'- created about
58 t<coo is s:r.'nt cn imi:ortsii

t
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The oil smokescreen is clear"ly beginnin;< to
re seen for wh:rt it 1s by thc leaCers of tn. tfc,,,r

military r-r:gimc. It is quite certain th-t if .t L-;'

conduct tho::ou;h antl systeriratic invcstiA;trcns anci

revier,v of cvctl rnly the fclloi;in;" five 3ii:rLs oi tit.

+h-- nroi-irru:aL vuo v!r1€1 9

of ove.r h:if
I /"to/.to.tl tvl t J,

birc actuai hnount
t,

of goods imported iirto

ecanomy:

(i)

contra.cts

i:Xr (, -lti Cn

E,iliilion

lnd payiriu.nr of al-l

nairr a1!,,'lrdcc s t.'cL

(ii) +1^ -.
L,.r 1u

-L'J LuXCtl l.Ql,u p lyl.,-tr-l S

'

t1-rcr; " 
, : : ,

I

( i ii ) tr.u terms ano utr ii s ati ons 
tof all I cLr

extcrnal- 1o;:,ns rec.ivga cy tl:; fec1.:ra} :ano St.,t.
,.,'-

!oVC.]^l-r.r.,uri1-o'..tC tJ,.it' .-,-.C i -S, JC i'CCf:tions,-C

cornDanrcs;
a

(i") t- - rpuF.:r-LCn rl .-:I -xlcrt: i r j.l'tr. -l , '-

ai-Lu ro1. ,.-i L--, Lt* cii ,:.i-:t.,,*:;

(v) t.r,-- ovlrl;stj-: .,nC ovgllse ?s :issi+'s c i ,.-ti

public rf'ficcrs:r1.i.,i cf a-illi:i::.1s eirc, l-c.r dri-:.._,,,rcifi 3-:itS

rfl rl I n.rl ',)! Gr-L pur-r,urci.-l p.arlics, rnciucrng 1-.ri, noli-c- : ttcl

the judici;,ry; tce ;' shi,l,r ccinnietcil' s:.. i'i d,t L:

throu-:h r;tis oir s,rort.scr,-n, ;rl- cfrtcra-I;- ca;-I :',.

L^ th- o-:-,1. oi -,;r-ri, ,:-i-':.ri--'--a 1 r---

Lcononi; tri-*rs h.o. v.ru lit:r Lr I hL-| .- c'-.

country .is .-3-::inst. tn: f crcigl;

The tr,il:l,1'bc1ovr, cclnpar"j-ng

prod.ucticn, ::rices pcr barrcll

reserve o.,- l,cu-r well*ponulated

ccmpl.tc'l y c'buriks tlle ,cil

t itc rrcluin. : i ':-'ii
:

r.) i'r-: : u-r,c l r

-;j'- caLr^trL-,

SiiiOii e S Cf i,u l1 ;
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Among tire many questirns it raise s regardi ng' thc

explanations fcr tnc curent eclnoli:ic crisis is -bi'lc

questirrt of , WC -e,,x-c*1:r-:n4e

p .t. . ..osatron o-

+,11.- fcrei

I fro billion dcllars

-l-.nr r l-IU!UU

at the cnd of

end a fal} of
t

1t, that off1

the satire vq1-W=e*-gtr,I.-rZto-Qg-c-!l-ig--gU1X*I"*r-Lq-*i-rge

-l+:O billion dollars at cnd of 1
q to 1 bil-ticn

del t thu end o B a f:111 f 1 --r ILbD t -,.)h )4-,ViJt.tt L)/t

If the &r5ulclit is that Indonesia is a inilit:rt5'
t

d.lctatorship, i.rhi-1c l{igerra rras a civilian

democra.cy, hornr doe s tiiis explrir, !ly. -,cgpo tf.

Vene uela r ime iviiich l5

last yeaq ..!-nqo*U&L-e-1.-ep!i:c-ry1--i1r-hp-g--.-{-o:q...;i;1n*e;<-c;ir1iE--.

p*r.-s;-tj..o;1ciec.1i--ne*d_*flo1f Z:.?- ^b-"t1-Llo-tt -$l-t'*fs- *?-t- -taq

^-.-] nf '1 O7OEI1!l uf, tJl,'9
o

.1
I a-'decline of

llirn dollars at thc end of

If tnc issue

is becausc tirese tw; countries u/'ere nrt rifrrcant

hcvr does this exptain -t-Q-c- -'1.1-6c,ai-AL*9-1[:;-l"h,o-s-tr..i'-i-i'jn

-egLgge---pg:!.a,'!:i=QF:.-b-e-t*w*ggp-:t.-L.,- -e.111{ -o-r- :-?.J.9.J-9- !1,':

end rf 1 .o.qly* -d-e-ql-i-n5!1"".-I: 
c-ry -2 t A bil-1ion ollarsa1

tr 2.1+ bilt dcllars about

C1e::rly, th.e actual declin: in "ii tot"nur'

betr.,'een 1930 and" lgBZ is not tirc cl-tlSJe rf ';iLc

Trr fr,-t. rs tl--. iiorld L-.-:-illluff ent .COllo:.lic Crisj-s " ril -L jlv ut 'r vL- .:. , ' ' ' '

D-qfg1.r=gq;-ryu- f;"e;2-r.L!: =ol :t-9-Ql-:p-.*r=gtS*.-q:Lf!- "I.ns ..p-ul-.crr'''1s-r]l-i

p*sJ_eJ- *aj. r;ri ctLc I NCOMC O orters lirr" tii;r,.:ri:

.qc-t-gq.1-{1 -r-os.y- .Fy..1.1-.5* . }-n tn: -gYJ.i--c-q :-97'-9:12'31;'

it v,ias thc .":fric&rl uXp,rrters of ot'h-r ravr matcr"-L;:ls

w}-Iose purciiisinl{ power de clint'C.. by 3'5"t'''

adc litr. o

ai 1e

a
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a

Cur own i;ni:rov.d
,.

The 
"rgumunt 

tnat thc .Feurth I'{ational Delrcl-opmint

Plan 1980."1961+ vlas based en tll.j eXpu'ctatirn cf i:ire .

pricc rf crLtrl' oil st.-.1,in' at IUO ptr barreil is

most ircesponsible . It is lik- f purscn tno:,',.ti.ni! tnat

he wants your symp:-Lthy because his earnings wilich

used to be .-:,rouncL'*f i4te"n naira di:.ity had vary

recently ris.:n to forty naira dai1y, and hc hacl

planned t.re ::'est.of his l-ife cn it, but rrc!'/ ffua,f " 
r

he is onl5z carning twenty eight naira daily irc j-s

in very sc:,:ious trouble , How woulcr you treat that

pcrson? Ii - i'oil glut' story l-s nct 10oru t,r'n br:t.

The lviytir of -l:hc liorlct Economic ilecession.

n- -!lfuL

which is

i'c is nrt just

a S,i,Oi\eSCfecn,

oil glut explanatlon

^wuol 
c nction of 3

rucessron is a mYtn'

the
!r^ -Urle

t

W*o-1.!J!, or ilcb:l_, 'JC]1or.'ic

There h-,s Eert:inly bcen an, gconoi;iic r':ct-ssion

in the worlct sj-ncc abcut 197\, but it has "ot bQCn !

a uo4g econornic reccssien. Ib has bcen :1n cconctlic

f .;ce ssion,. st:.rtin"r in th= ino.uslrlaliseci cai?it.aijrst
4

" c.auntrics ,.rnci spreading tc the de p=nd-nt capi-talist o

econolniusr .o f1-icularly tilose r,nrhose exports ar' in

raw inatcrii'-,ls to thcse countrius. The c:ntre1,
:rtr,a

and tire c-e,r.nd-uiftr c:pitalist countrics do not by

anymeansconstituterheruhcleof-ti:r'"rorl-d'r\b.ou'r-

1.4 biltj-orl o-f r'n'' |i."0 biI]ion puoJf" in rn' '"orlc

tod-ay livc in countrics whose cconcmLLs arc . ];6-,.-:.-d-r'-a

basically, socialist' Tnese econoinies havc not

sufferecL, ?rid are. not ='fitr.t"!rfrolrr 
?'Ily econoinic



recession. "iiven ernong th- canit.:.Ii-st counLri-s -i,iic

tempo, im,o:ict r.no si,"nificirncc of th., i'cce ssj-on h:is

been uooveo, p:-:rticul:.rl1, in r"el-ation tc tirc cari1;:,,.ij-st

crun[ries of both East;rn .lno ,ricstcrrl i-rsi&, aind h..ld

been marktc, by particulir regiunal anci local f u.&tlr.rt:rj.

The tvro tablcs bcloir ?re giving a comparative j-nd.;:<

of industria.l iroiuctiin ri' ten countrics, ancL of

the whole ,J/orlci,from 1979 to 19E3r ancl th.. cbh'r .--rvil,5

a canoarison of average mcnthly ulecticity pr.rciu"cticn

for the sainc ten countries, :rnC- o1 fhi:, vrorkl, exlcse
, .}

clearly th. rrryth of a ,nrorld economic rtrcL:ssro]-i. For,

how can 'bhc.::e. be a global ecanoinic recessionr if

industrial production in -the 'whole vr/orld h,:rs not

recessed, anCL in fact, if for a ke]t grourl of countri..s r

rrrth ri dist:nct- tyr" o ,-acnor,ty, th.-r

industrial oroductlon.h:rs incrcascclI anc' if t,:;
a ''

worldts consuilption of electrrct ti' vras llso i-nc::casi-no"

The tablcs (b) ano. (") set this out clearly;

L

l,

a

,tr
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shaped and inoulicci tc servt_ th-- capit'elist econotlie s

t

tr

In tn= c?:c rf tit. P-cpi-'s'r.-,uclic of lcin'.,
I

which is no; S-lucif :caily '.r?er., Dy t- asL L'-:lr- s ,
,,,

it rccrrd.ec ': Sl"otrth rF 9.3i ) ( -ril, l'-t,'ut ''I' i ', 
(

heavy in,justries i-n 1gt2r .nc| tfis rosr: to 't2,2',0 iri I

,ift

tirc firsi- s-L;'- itcnths ol- i9:s. r-vur atlit p:rtco i!-s

agricultural p;'oductiln h-s bc.1 lricsing by abcut 5')'

itn gr,:in produca.1": fr*r** o, 8.7',ul r

in 1 981 -1gBZ :.n0,'ttc L:rcouc-bion of veg.t"ttrt-oi1 ctrops

ri s,-jn. hvf l (,. i-n 1.lr;. ":rnr; pcrifd,i +l,l thesc l',.r,:ic Ir t
I rDJ lta) LJ rll lIrL rrrlrs " -; - - * - l-

cLntinuition of tnt Qr;nificant o"orrliri. advances.t-
. J *t

r_aChina has beep maKrng,srnoe +,,hc 14tc I -fia:s, Its fcserve

if foreign currency (except gcld') r.se from fi2.5,

bi }Iion in 1980, tL fi5.5 cilri.n rn l t8i , ru) fi"'l ' i
.l{

bitliin by t,rc, cnC of 1)8'2; eventthou.-;h in one

majir area vlhere it earns trlis, rf:n:"ty tnc export
*

,,of crude oilrit v,ras also affJctecf byth. fluctu:-tIons
.i(

! '^ *v r -.' - -r- of Orr,l pbsrud, prrcu, iust lik- oui .lIt UJIU -LEVLJ . a

countrv has been. t '''ey

Thercf ore:, the cxplanation l'ort th.'currcnt'

e corlor'ri c crisis in rur "o'"J"'' " 
tt *'t -ct inc'i- -: ;cr

elsewhere, srnge Y. cali s.:c throy.''h the mystific:tions

abrut tlinror.lci .ri1 griti' :rnc tlte iilvorlc, -econouic r'cessionii '

" 
t ,--.^^r.-.--.^+-t f^ 

s

This is l,,/i,Ic.,.. yrc have tcturn t,c th?, fund.ai:,lcntal facts

of the structt-lrL anci- uroces
*t
ectnamy anC srciot,Yr3lltl tirc

0

scs c r. -tit. N.igcri:-tl . 
r

.at
\v 'YSr i:.. : ''- 'i " 

Y'- |
I

a

rf 1/este rn iu:'ope, .j\ ort,n Arncrica

and how tccY' no!,i rPcrat=, cLu:;:'f.';,

in.- .rr: r-, in .: ;:-r 1.

ti. Prc s e nt nh:,: s c

councri-s li'u LY t:f ti,. vcohorni -
t

i.- *^.-+.i^.,l rr^! I - a_U:11 L I \, uf, ...r a

rece-*c:ior5 thes.e
t

Urere is clearlY ncthin,.r; r---^r-- -^^-l I'L{IlrvL.L J'a! ,

a

&
a

3

I {

Y



t') .

tgll{alr or r,,,,orlltr and by irnpricaiion alinost

natural, inevitar,.,1c, and inexcap;ibl., about thl_.rc.
.$-l|

Tl clntinu; r)rstulldlng tir-t th.ie ' is, znd r-f .rs. to
squarely f..c- th=s. fundztn-na.li f ,"as roour .ur
econtmy and society, whcn we ,.a: on the vergc cf
economic co11apse, is not only ,irrpltr:-"ri", but

actually trc:isonab1. .

.;

The r1e of ltants
'j1a

In o::der to come to grips with th- funoa'r;ntal
facts of th-' struc.fiure ancl- ,rperations of our econorny eIa

:nc1 su,ciitrz taciayr w- s;rcuJ-c start yitp tn. rnorel* +

obvious aspects of this reali-ty. In this hriy ./Lr can

systematically m.ve from thu known, to the lesser r
tl &known, anc through thc various layers rf r,rystificati*ln r

ancl eX;l=rt Lv,.Lsi.n, tr rir concpct. reatity th;rt is
tt

beinc hiL'Lcien. t{crcr w- snoulci st,.,.rt with rh-
parasitical, but influ=ntial, rolc rf coilsulf:,nts

t'r
in the iili-;erian econ.my. This is well-known. Evcn

the forrn.:: rresidcnt reJogniseci ani. i ,ris last
buOget s,occch :n Thrrrsday, 2-9th uecember 19U, i.vhu.rl he

"tl
listeo consultants a^mrng tite pa.r.:site s iiiitkins t,.tc
N'-! -. ! rI\r- gcrr:ln ; conarny . ric s aid :

I

a

a

ilPlany of ru?
contractors
'i arrange€s" , suppliet s, f onvardin3 ag..nts
ana. 3rr] srrts oil agents ,r.nr consult.ints

^ - -toi iII- types ,rnd descripti.ns "ri

peopl-c simply turneq. intq
or ait sortl." Some -ri1"".,,3

public &v/crr..rress .about tni
IuServ*,s.Jraiqcc j\v )! -oy

:i 't'1 | 
'

i\.

I Therr i-s alsr sorne

amrunt of our cxternal

crhsultants. ttre a-maunt paio, abroau f C? r,l.,n.-,xi;, t-i:'rt

ilv

I

a



ig.
and technical ,coirsr,ritency, for exampl.:, r.sL fron ;:185.2 t,ri

,-.-o ; .. .:].l'J|Jcuu.30J.5,rril-Lionini979i..f,L,.3a1.,,,,..,Lt1iori,Ll

This ril.ry, on p:ipcr, h:ve n-Jr. lr.iid to f cr-i;,n "[rr=rl-1^nts, o

lii rn
t

g8l.

:1or tli; foreign ott.r.ltians sf Ni..cri,:n consultrrnts. ,3ut .ctu:i1y,

i: signific:;'.nt pronortion of it !,/urt into tr riv:t. accci-rnts
a.o,f inf lu;ntial- ilig;crian archit;cts , e ngin.urs, sur\r.yers,

a:ccruntants, econo,,rists, 1:,iwycrs, and thcir prof ;ss i onll anc.
'a

::usir..ss cli. r-Ls, p,-r'tn=rs :nc. patrons . This isj why r-r.
o

demand by soiuc ,:rofcssi.noai essocj-atirns tii.:rt sonl. i.-;rtu.iS of.o-a
:, 

,1contultancy wor"k should bc re servcd.,r u,<clusiv*ly, foi" Nig:r'i:ns
is hollovr and baniirupt,'in th! face of thc Ccp-njeni; n:tuLc of

a al

thu -rpcratirns of rnost Niger{l.,n consulti'intS.
' a - I t'o

;?:This applics uvCrr to tn. consultancy \Morl< bcin;; oorrt right
novl ir- ,\igcri:n Univ.rsit i.:, r, sl,rrch ils;rtu,-:ions tG

o

i.,overnlnsnt ag"ncius, by thosc vrho are rstrnsibly public

service 
. 
emplaye us , but who ."irn :ir:rost ill th-ir" actu:.l, tot:1,

incoinc from suc,l ,rrrvlt3ly - p"id renuneration. Thqse- -:rlclf
a

rrii-n th. consult. Lrclu wcrl, is btin- oon, .p*-.nl)-, rncL crl--r;i-11y,

in universiti=s, r-sJarch institutions anii governinufit -i,-l1ci,se

it is not orginis-1, lE " i'.r( 'rs of .inl-ugr:tin.' '1-...r) i.nL
3O

--$-.^+; ^. ^+,.,jrr- .1u uruE, o r,.-,dy ancr proouction, enc, of -nhancing acuipiitJnt {-lnd
I

oth.r f .lciliti-s, but f s '; priv --t. r flrurpris- f ci' th. fJli\ t.

accumulatirn o-[ ir''-,lt,i rn,i cf bcstowing f:'.voui ilnd. patr.il'g;

by tl:iose vrho conti:ol th.se itublic inp-titutions. Th=i'.fore ,

-&to siinply cLeT;t.rncl thitt consultancy work for t.'rc govurrli,i-rltS

shtuld be done by univcrsity rni r"csu rch institutioirs cj'Il',ir
+

d.ocs nrt t:ickle t;l.t issuc at its roats, irLucit 3s it t -,es
a

u-S beyond SOrflC of tltc w:t)/S in lrliicn consultancy i s uS;.,-tO
ai

cven prcvent public rcsearcil agenci--s carryinE .ut th.
i

ilctual functions -bh-y ard spcci-fic''1[-'; s't up tc 'o'rforil'
o. (



. The c.rsc nf r,-- consulL:1J'j

aa-.
.t

c cnt-r te t 1,,;rtlr
t.

+
+

li.!l .3 million ar,yarCei to Skaltp rnu Ctctirsny Ltcl . bir

the i,i:-tional Coinnitt_ec on Arir,i Zcne ,-,ffcrestaticn to

a

rimonitar erio ZorL-',ti:oj-ctsi: is r significant ux..,,r,)lr,

'particul;rl1r becau3c Lf tir., critic:"1 nature of
.L,

affrrestation fo:: tjie survival of this ccuntiy, _.s

- demrnstr:ited by the currcnt drrught.
i

Skruo :riro cF. Ir,td is .nc. of i.he rnrst influun-.;:1
r-f

c.mpani.., .i..concmlc consul'tants in this crfintry. ,It
is owned by Di'. Pius rkigbt, who has givcn rf'ficial
ecrnrmic icivictc to ''-nosr :ir -iigerian gov.rXnrLn[s

srnce, before independence; ,tnC among rthers, hy

Dr. Sylvester Ugah, iiinister of' Science*.:no iecirnology
a'Fglg-tgA:./ ni;o luiniSt.-tr *f L-u::tion /Tllt-1983'i

The i'lational ririd Zon: ,rf f ore station Cciit,litt e c

w?s ustablis;r.cl in 1976 to c.:rry ou1, "j.-\ ,.,,c: ftc

task of turning,b;,r'k tnl slcrr.-Lchm=nt of tlii,, Sah,:ra

desert and ilas sinc., its esta'olish,:ren-[ b-.-n

allocated up to i,rbout ,i+20.00 rnillirn fcr this i-::.sli.

This federrl governnort, agultc5r is lrclt'C itr tir.'

si.[,u s-ction of :hc :".d-f'.- rltnlSrr]' oi,-gri--9,I -t r-,

naiiiely th-,.r-'orcstry suctirn, iI'lsfe tl-l,-r" is e].sc th;
!

Savannah Forustry ires-;.rch ,3t -ition, locat.-q.in J.,'' 'lru,

Zarra, and. -bn.- Forcstry i'lonito::ing, anci t,valu:ti;oll atrt

at Ibadan. Tit. 3avi-^nnah Fcr:s;try i-.csc?,i:ch 3-citicq is

:ttach-cl Lc t.1., 1:.std-tut. ri,,g::r.lulr-r'al i-s. i':1;

of ahm:d.u -,-Iin 1;niversit-7, \/Llas. Vic--Chinc-11c1 ,

prof esSOril. *I1..,O ,ibdul_lahi l-r:tS b,...:11r Sinc . 197) , t'r.

executivLi Cit.,irnan of this i',Latiorral Cotiinittc-, rvllicli

avrard.ed this consultsncy clntrect to Skoup, fcr ?

a

I

\t



1i.

wcrk which -bh-sc two agenci-es arc slecif-rcaIly tiic,rc
I

to Cr. If any iimonitroring" rf this afforcst,:tio::i

was o.one it r,'iould rcvci| a lot atrcut thu. rolr cf

clnsultancl, in rur eccnrniy anc socJ--ty, if'1I.,,i=".',

estabiisheci viith what staff , .iiuipllrnt rr-rd faciiitre s

it yaq d.onc, and what usefuil public iun:ticn thc
iimonitcf in-;: servcd. 

r

Shocl<ing .rs such p;'actices of subvurting .,nC

underminir:g tne rolc i:Lncr dev.-lopme::l-r, of public .:.5;nCi';s

may be, thc role of ccnsuJ-tancy in bringin;; abou.t

th,: current ecrnar:,ic crisis gtes i-;iuch de'eP-r, :nii is

not as clearly seen. lihat may be scen is th'. Jr.:':rcilrilitriIur f,)rpr+r - 7

stuCy and tire wcight of manage.ri-rl, aCnitlisi;l-'' titre or

acaieinic e:epericllcer of th. ltlcrr .cf timber and, g2]l!rrl;,

,,vhr nowrdays stang. bri:-r.i --v:rj' fc.sibili'.y s'i:ucy'nC

:.-'] its v,.lu. s, pSrrI;1.'t=rs, st ,nd:i:cLs, ,:fld -,'it-ri .,

which articul.^tc :.r.nd. i-gitimi=" ifa., ep;rations cf
a .,. qt-''

th- i',rig.ri ,t LCon.iny lf d./ :T ,r .lcst b:sic Ii,v.1.

tr'nr rlrnncr- .}i thlS,j who haive plrlnn;cL tl:e de-",elCi:mcntr. vr , irrrr /u u f, 

e

p1:rns since inCcpendcncu, ;.ncL hcadeC- thc majcr

economic .aiid- fin:Lnc:-5I iainistrrcs :nci oth;r instltut-icns
asir,c. in..l-i:-td.*nc., :ra ncla t-r-rling r -'.- roI. '-i'

consultants, am.ng o'Lhcr r"o1cs.

AlI d.ccisi.rns .ibout publlc .111d lrivai.c invcs-l;il;nts
a

are artj-cut:,teo, rationi^Iis-d :r:ci lcgi+-rmis-d with

sophistica'bcd. prosL2 figure s ancl gr.iphs anci" in ci-g:lnt

vllumes, i:r t=r-r.s of gqglgp;!=1v-1t1, cff -'i crc:nc

-e.gqg!fg-v]-aF-I-r-j-y. at t:ru most p:rtriltic tnts'

consultants, and. i-h,,ir protu6-s tilc'y h-ivt" I-ft

settingontcprfthcsu'publici:rsti+utionsr"roui-C

3.1lcL



-)LL.

and sorn3timLs

of Qpqial ec_s-.-bs.

',

mention th- criteri a cf y.+t_r1e--_ g{q;1{

what tirey like tc call."t,hc criteria

a

Ih-- i;yrrnny of 1-h- vusLuci inturusts r , ilj. ricrl_o..

autJ-aak, cf -ch- s. c.nsult -ts _r5 sL_4 jt rn :T

fundiameniai qu=stllns iikc, r,;nat exactly is o-?r.n

produced?r. lnihit crnstitut;.s 1-hc cfficienclr? Sr,

f or whrm r:trd f or ',vk-e*-, is an. cntu rpris. ::g:fct .i.c.i:1, r:

vif ble e :1f u .n;VClt r :S;C.

Dut w.r,.n arll these e ecc,noliic para.mE-tLrs,

manageilcnt ohjcctirrcs anr inoicatcrs for me;rsurinil
a

econcmic pcrformance arc strippcd cf th.ir jargon

and importe d- acadernic tinselr ther; corrlc Cor,^,rn to : -,c]?t:in

of four basi-c assumptions! culilinating in a sin;lc
(

a

Feasioil:ty, [,oncr.ric. ri.t::iIit,y, effici,ncy :nd

prooucsLivi ry: accrrding i-o tite I,ligerian ccnsurltunt,
i

and rf a3urse thc f orcign ;lno o-rrncstic v-sted

inierests hc articul-atcs'and. pro,riote s , :.rnounts to

the follovrin3 chain rf pr;mises r ;:nd conclusion;
a

(i) increasing totai outPut;

(ii) increas'i.n8 output per urlit rf labcur ::nC

'land
o

(lii) increasing ou-rput p.r uni't. oi capit:1 invcstccr;

(iv) increasing tir'': net''prciit 'oer unil' of

capitai inve stcc'i,

k,cc this is rcfch=de th.n tr:llulujahl T':' ';rcj-c'
'rrr enterPrisc is LqagiPkl f:t is cconon-i cal VI.'!

T+ i^ ..ffia-i r*l Ta 'ic
l-i- I5 t:-L-L-LL!!r-tt IL f,J

Nigeria leeds i

ctive It is tr,'l'Irt'rC



Fr

Nigerian
*

sec.nd.n.- is the

ccnsult-,nt i.r-y" Th,

- ji-larrr. rtU..|,*

23,

ani co4cep1,i.n cf thr

firs-c cn- is r'lu
a

crrtcr.i"on. The

ouct n rlnc

But wc asii th,,, qu,:stion, who s.,rys sa? .On r,trhat
ligrounds is this c.rrcct?

This ch'.in cf prEr:nisus,- of ?ss;r,Ft i cn: , {;

culminatiin,: rn thc absolute oi:jc.ctiv. cf incrcixs.ing

pr.fit p.i' unit tf capitai investic, is ct.uiv.d froi,r
/- n-Ftcr p-rr urur.rr:li Conccption rf ucOnamy end SOCi.ty. r ThlS

a'rs th, cCnc: -ticn r^l,t i-ch ;1 rcus tit t-.. of o\d.ti-rS: i-1.-

of wealth ovult =vurlr thing eisr:." This C1.itc.rt-,rr-,frr
L

IIlg)BSUI"itis I=. sibiliry,' vt-,*ii1t:y, tr.1- iuctir, rt;,. , p6_

cfficiency C.€nics and excludcs o-,f,"-r lrj-t.r1:,i i^,'7.icli r

?rL supurta: to il. Ih.7 rl.u Su!.uricr =-- -t b-c.L:,

, they arr derive,d nrt froin th.. int€trests af thcsc
I

wha gcr -c j tlc.s to t;'r1urs1:i;-t, bur f rcrn rn:
*interest of tirc grea"lr'lajortty of th: pccple !,rhos6,

ro}. ir: bh. r C.noLry j.s r.r,T b s.d Cn ny titl.s to

rwnership of weafth, br-.Lt on ';ne ii' nanual ancr rir,:nt;,l.1

capacity as liui,ratr b;ings.
!"
Let us tal<. t,,,rc cXrLtplgs of th.sc alternativc

cri-tcria for rncasuring the fe:isii:iIit1,., vlabiiir,',
a

pr.ductivity cffi:icney rt' :-'.uy pr:1ject .rand.

tenterprisc, rrhich th ; -+ aJ-aII; UU1 UJ UJ

?

, Thcs.'-Ly'c tra quita'rlis*uinct,,ino cpposct- t.

the CIrorlit
L.--.*=

, -t^ ^ -\/r ll-li I

tyrtnny in t.h. i\uiE-rian ecunolny '-rtrc socic'ty has
t "'4 r

ration:,1isc1 anc. le gitii-lijrs-d- th. o-o::nination of.,
appropriaticn ovcr firod.uctirn,and titl-s -tc 3vrn-rshir

ai

.ve r huii1.ln c:i.3city, Jnd il rport' i-icn o\rJl: ,drn:s tic'.1 
t'

a
r eSOUr'CCS. ' .,,,

::

unit of' .:rpit -ri crir

t

a



z+

,],{hat '[n, first ci']; rneans is siinply that rhc

f.:rcit- i l.-i -., 1,r ^.--.i I -- -,, +r4u4J LeLL._ wr., vr :urrr uy e .rric-E-"pay l.nc lroduc'-fvit;

.f any ent.rprisc; will bc meitsur.C in accord.:.rrc- .r:i.th
*

cl I
a

thc first threo of th. criteriir sct ruit" above
t

I
but instead cf culmin:lting; in pfofitability lr;E unit

i'r

of capital invcstc.d, it shllioculninr.tu rur-th incr-asing
a

rh.- rrtiJ"r of u,,rplnym.nr sur.ur,;t.o blr btrl'- '':tt- i..t.,Ll;
a-ano autpumf th- orc j;ct ^nl -rrur-!j iSuc ra:,r:.t irci,r

T

its construction up tc its rptraticn. This mc.ins, th.-,t

rlising its tot l1 aut_or.Jr , : ni lilt output p-r uni'us

.f labour, land anci capital shall be mcasured by the
t

extent to whi-ch th- recuireinent,- '6fl its constntcricn
I

and operation has g-r-rur.,tcd unilt.s of d.omestic *

'9rp1oym.:nt,:lnd also th? eXttnt !o rvhrch e ach unit .f
J-o

its output :ilso cr.stes dc::r:st-j-; erlplcyrlr-n!. Tk!1s
t

means bhat thc a.ssernbly pl-ailts and othc'r irlport-

substitution cnterprises, vihich aru,. ntw regerdud
l

.,.s efficien'r b.cause thu lrcfit Fur unit af cl.ilitai
,s

is highrvrill bc -se.n as j.ncffici-cnt and uprociuctive

because tnr unit Cf domestic cinplrylXcnt thcy 1{;,rll':lr;Lter
+Lr

is 1?*. Capttai glods ingustrrcs ano th. prcciu.ction

rf -b:sic industri:l- infrastructui:.r lik; vratcr and

electricity, sltal} m.iLsuru ver)/ high, partic,;rl:rly
'. l.

Where thcif COnStTUC-EiCn .lnCt Cpr'Inti6n haS b-.Il t r

i-ntegrat.,;i v'ith d.rmcs-[i.c rcsources i1 ,, *', 'iritich

advances rnc eiilplcymcnt cutput- employm;nt rdtj-c

Tiris c.nvcrgencc rf d.oln"rstio rtsourcas ',v:-th doiacstic .

enploynent witl favour raising the prrduCt'rvity
,,,

unit, rf labour, 1-and anci Sapita1 in thcse ent-rcris.,1
{B ? - Y' 

;h' ciitcri onnrt just tliar nurnbgr empioyed, buca*i-se t
l*

not iusr total cmpl.ylilijnt,but"t;i- r:tio of unit cf

!i^LIIL'

+

I

pcr

etnd

is
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cutput to uni'c if cmplcyn.nt.

luhat it .rtr;,:ttrrS for Lin eccl,torir/ iiri. ours 'is th:t
its purf or,l-nca atrci t;, .t o-i c..rciJ enterprise .r..nd. s.rctlr
-..,r o^ .l-.x 1--, ,;^ .c\,'/i11 -]f,- 'i.,: Sli: ut Li LrlL. .r f iCi.ncy ,V:trlt :,ii-tlil - l.'1 ,,Ca
og.ncl'o.t.: fiit,r Chc4tus tthe r ;rbs; r,uith tlLis t::li,
.lsrtu,ltiln i:r v,liiicir r,tfe lir'a ilaclc tc b.-1i-'ve tl,L c;Y-

;j

eCanamy iS oerforning i,,e11, -\^r.fLuii thc rlas-a iilDc:tt' rl'L

drngstic rasoui"cc ''tri, .rn,^nu..'-il ,ano- ncnti.i c.:tD-,cii.1: 3.f

.ur peaple ". is inc.reasinElyd i-ItrEj-n-.liscrir unt .,s,:. _l-t c,-,r.r

b- i;rutally exlloitcd, vrj-l} not arisL.. o. ,*

Thc S i,COnCi
)

exarnplc is the milni:.oycf pi'cciucti iir

J:

-1 ftr]^ r ^IU. I:1I: is clcs=iy r.I,.ir..ci tr t:,'. ilii:st 
"

l_n
0 li" a rc'This irincitrl' is that +r-it. f .:rsibility, eco:ro;r,ic

r,,iabi-Iiti., i)rocir..rctivitlr, afO ef J ici-nc) of any prj je ct

ar cntcrprisc r,',ill bc .tuesurao by th; JXtu..r tc

rvhicn ..Lcn --..-tL lf ir.- .ut,put rCv nccs ta,- ",t1yJic.-I,
o

-" -]--. I ^^i-r-L.,rL-^a, .,ur-,.t-i licr !.--d cu*:ui'.I, c .p:crf,' f iL:

.iiorii-fcr",a. ',n-:'."ur,:d'ir, ttia,,,l cf spccifr c units oil

thcse varrc,blis cf huir,ns c-p'tc rty. lJnd.cr t1!,"pJ'.sLl:t

critcrj a i-ci: .ffici-nc:/, ' pro.j.ct .r entertrisu

which hi-.s ' nigh p::ofit rD.irr ulii *i cf c.riit,.i is

re grrred s 'ffici.-.nt,:nci productivue -v'I'I i- . f .
' , -" 

l'

every uni-b c.,.' its. .uttut ; unit oli ti:.,,'h. ,1-t;] ,.;rt,

phrysical ?;:rCL i.rqntal clO rcrty of its forr:i.r or ",li:.s.nt
..

\^rar:k.rs is cr-stroy.,,..] oi' $s Cctcrinriti-n:.. Thr-rs

reserves of lli'ivat- lre:.r1th .r-'u .,{lLCulnLiL,..1--ci fll-iLr til-

high drvil-ncls li'ic; br r -ihu3. .,xi,tt. ilons:tc- hur-
l 1'

slums and 54hcttr..s, .of unocr-nourisli.ci, disJ';Ls''d-

illitL riate, d-ruggcd 3nd aiisaricnte i. urorkcrs , io, ,,lil'',

prcsent and- futupu. ACcor(iing to thc ma'npow-" il-loClUctirn



zl.
l

princioiu uvur! or.jE )t ar -r1r=r!r-L-qu sflou- .

producu 1:-ir..o'. -'r {'c,r -iu:'cr-. r i5.v.-:l l-r_:, :a-r - i\t
a

clS-wh.f., Icir;sict ::,- ;*rrlr-rs c-. it.l it i-t, r---L-
i

Thc r:rl( 'ri -'cfllUra.r'.ts, '-f,a-tr .--C-fLf,'/r .:: ----

t':Iu,i cn I is-r'- :,.'') *-;l L-, :.. ,p rs al' -"i - 1 ;r, rl -4, -

adf privat' clprt,'rllst -x1:loit.-:ticn ovcr nd abnre
; ,. ./ +hrh-" LScuvLl y r/I1lit5 u- rdr

current ccc{lcinic crisis. Cnce , frorl t;h. vur} b:.sic

C. aborr; , 'u u .t)y.p ---.nnl-nE e OlVhuf S11-

labrur, anci consurtrption ebovd Dr'odllction, irnport:tion
!'

and exp-rt:.ticn wili drm. to pr.v:ril, :il1cl trt.': scle
,a

'ja

arici ?bst^lut. ,scnl v/i11 b- th. ;,:r :ino of ti'.- hi;h-st
,:: o

lev.l of pi'ofit in r.h,- shrrtcst passrbl. tin..

There is no justification fcr iaincnting ovcr
.,.

:orruptios, .-:r ,rtcriili:r,lr i5ril:-sc.ijrlin= tn.. I ck rf

public accounliabilityr iuhcn thc mctor f or tnis is

prcmatecl .l.ilLi cntrcnchcd at th-, fci-rncl:.tions ri t't'

planning 
..',r.ii-, 

opuriltians ef tif., uCvrror.l5r in thc form

af th; tyr':.nny sf thl critcrion- of :E1qtr;t ":]a'r

aa
on. of thc t-.lsic cause of tirc

a

a

unit of c"pi-bal ovLr ?nr',
a -bovc 0verything *}s:.

Rri n: i ,np Lr rh. cFit.Ii. ol v -:Lr:-*l^Ja ,-.i lrd
d'

I

.f social costs is rl'arc CCSiliutiCS, unle ss, 'lnd
!

cnce af dtntc tin ri-' ..1i +h
unti1,

T mest

thc ccnv r
t-c ou t ut witir dcn* sti c tI.:inpf r,^Ie]1 enc dO;il;-qi.iC

a

:_rry1_Qy-,1qry"-, .iid tn- rr-tirs :nci critur ; for 'l- lsLlllinE

-l+t^,rnt\ -)r.: nl,:' '' c11- r lrz -* -1^. n '-ntr" Ci :'' -
t, 1rL.)L rt e --- lu'' 5'J U"'I -ly u urru u vlrur u

.o. t- 
i nf -^-.''i'-

nl rnnin l .r-c;. rp.r..t'iJr,s oi uvu'rj proi-ct' ;-1Lrf -'r'f J;
- ,'r '.1 a

and- sector of .ur econony'
a

a

a

a
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27.
a

I'ia jor:Gengtnl Buharir s dissatisf action witn

sa.mc d tI! conv=ntionai inCic:.trrs rf i-conortric

performance li}<e thc Gross D.rl.,stic Prcd;.ct (uUp)

expresses -bhe 
" frustraticn rf rnany i'Jigurr -rns ::cut

the whrlc e steblishecl ,nethod cf measurin;; t it
i

performance o-f aur econcmy. The yawning g-ti) bL:rwLcn

the rlsinir 
"..,pt. 

anci the sinking pocxcts anri

stomachs is r rc.rlj-ty r^rhicir caiis lnr. questioir i.:li
,;f

the existin6 ccnccptrr::s of our economy ancl soci-.ty.

A closc c,<a-iainati-on rf th. rolc of tl-Le ocnsult.:.nts

shows that tiris tia= to go weli bcycncl th,- us- of

the GDP tc co,r."! ,t, ano mislcad about tn: urcrsenlng

ccnditi:ns of th- p.cp,l;. tf thj-s country.

.1,

The R.c ccf Contractors.
a

The rlf. cf centrr,ctc.rs i-n causi-ng the econorniC

crisis is bettcr jrnor^rn. The inflaticn o*f, th. cost

of contr:cts, eni of etirc vJry hi:h proptrti-on of

governrnent cxp.r:L3itu.i'c used to pJ,y ccntractcrs ejii

widcly knov,in. Tri- contracl, ,systelir h as alsr be comc

the me<r.ns of ali f'oi-'rs rf fri'rud, emberrfortlo.t ano

outright plund.er of public resources, in c.r.sh and

}<ind. Th- centre-L ::ole it c&ilc to p1:ty iit r!i-

oper:ltir,n 'of tlli politicai systel:, lco ;.}haji Balarab;
3 l'lusa, in a statc,cnt on 29tit Junc 1982, to c.Lescrib.

the sitr-nti.n as oil.c in wrii-ch:

I

lt

,{



a contr?rctocr
-a ^-IUI j
con-cr

f :.C
a

ACI ,.'P lit
ir: witrcrr gov

ors by ccntr:ic"o

l_a ,

!t^ ^- ^-.fl,iltj iJ.:Li. Ic,
r^l . lrarr k-rtr,r
-Yr!- I
ernmun-b is
rS lnri $-f
r.r r-rirrr\,:dr15 r suuu!s
-a ---^ , l--r E,I Ul-(-r) a

forcign
:tnC1 e:i C_n

,- - I h.rnr,.r11r .r!,
..1 .- trjJr!.

P

rrinste;rd of a derccracy in r'rrhich ycu h.''.va
in cpsr,:l'aionr g-verCr:nt for
bv tn. t.;li-lu, ?iil of tl.i, .PLo

cs is b*i
nC $il.n5 I ato a fi;;-ht hetwccn

tyco:ns , ='.ch biiek .,il .-l--' +l- - j p
-U illJ urlura

'l"rr r c inuss frasters ..-; -*"v .ro.
.aIrLt L Ur. IUa O.

wav int soin. tri bd, or s.ctia
to ccnfus-' ano divicit our

The magnitude of thc rcle of

lr). C

s

contr'rct;rs,l('lnc,
o

of coursc cf consultants r,,rhc d,cfine raticnaliser the

unit CCStS, d,5lSi,.:ris !n1, +ue'i,rS Cf thc ContrSct) e.,;:i-L

be seen even -flroiti official rep.rts. Tile l'iinisteri:11
o

Ctrnmittee .n tn;, Causrs of the Excessively'siEir Ccst
,l

of uovcrni?cnt Ccn-arcI,s f cr iJorr:s t'ld S'rvic's ir-

tI\rgcrl-a esra,olisir;cl by tit.- f orm.-'r Pl'e sio-cn+" unoer

thc lij-nister o,i i inanc; b Prlf e ssor S ' Ess ''ng e r':portcc

in July 19BO th:lb ''r:::,,- cost .f govcrnllent ,rroJ-cts ,livcn
,t

to ccntrt-ctor3 '-.1- u 1C4iL higli.r ir: l'ii;,e r-L '" til - r- in
]

i,inya and 13a'i[ hiq,ii:t tii;:,tt in r+Ig-rie, at th t ti':t* '

a'
The Crmmit-L.c of Experts r'pilvintuo 'oy t:le 'letisn-1

IiconoinictCouncit rit; d,e uip af commissioners, speciaL
.-

aldvisers, par]rallJjl-L secretilri's l:lC oth' -' sur'ior
ot

eccnomic prnd fin..noc lffici:ris f'roin all- t:ic st:ltt's,

undcr tli' chrir -nsilip ,; t'--' for"''r prusiC-nti l]

ec.nolniCad.viS!r.Dr.J.S.OdaniareportedinF.-bru-.i.1'

1gB), th,at in tir., tv'to and a hi;'if ye'rs' since thc

Essang Coi,rmitt;e , this rat'-. of contract inflrtion h'cL
a

gonc u.l.r a gre?t '*u;:!; it ruported- th:'t:

uThe Comniittec is .l!/alic tg.it-th' "?uI,-of
r0ost o:i ti'i. contracts .:^f c d'Ir0' f :^tr;r)'
! -rr -.r..^r ,,,i -1-;r-tfa. result th.lt thu a3St cf
l-nl-Lil Lu"f /,'-.'-..r u"lu r uuq!" "'"'. rr-.
the cons-bl-'l.lction in i'iig.ri"r is currel-rt1y
;b;";"i:*e -d-qlqrs- th'' crst o L executinp-

=i,.il_ r:: 
:ciiic'J'.][tt'"ir- r-*sr .pc' ., rln ;rfrica

,nrl {artr' tint-i uf ta' cosr; ir 'isiA":
{ -^"r /.:^ 1i1-. 

- 
,c ) . }

\ Ill-y ulrl rr - .'.e e v
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- t^/atcr suppty ih il;tu.-,u st.;tu

A modcrn t-nar}<ct in rlaucni
c t ', l-,.,""."'.|1
-ry'i..tcr supply in il,,.i:fa st.::t-

ri;45m

Construction
/t \fra / vrlr

[. 'Costain Ltd - irtl2lm

5

5

a

Lilley Cons Lruction* +i52n
l

B,rlf our ;-,t-,y - . !i ir.
Construction

iJiIt:rtur i,,.'ou]f -,,1$1r:t7.
s.f] ^+ -. Tl- U L.1l u[:g millirn

Even j-n accordance vrith th. finCings oi' thc
I

Essang Cor-rnitt.- cn contrrcr ccsts in 1t5A, tir.s-
sevin ccntracts havc invclv.dr"inflation of icosts ,:

amounting to ai:out i::250 ririllion .ver Algcria, another

major oi1 and g's cxpdrt;rl Th::Lt iii:.ans witi-r lcss rnan
a

+l2OO million ::.11 thesc s,:vcit prc j.cts could. bc fully
built and complctt,cr and th.;. "{tr= 239 million l-s being

simply siphonc.r, cff into thi.: poc*rets r-n-d -pri:r..:t. b'-nli

accounts --J thc Eovcrnors, corrunissicncrs, permanLnt

e"nr:*cni r o consult3,nrs allo contr.:ictors, doincs bic enae,.,r rLU, vvttJuru_,l1uJ u., 
-

f or-.ign. It/iost oi it would bc p:id abrc:.d 1s p1r'r

pf - the translcticn anrL -to serve thc banl.rin,.r lnci

oth,;-r British c:pitalist interests ccntroltir,rf t"-

op.rations. This is thc hard realitlr blhinri all -bi'.s'

so-cal}eci. itdev.lcpil'h.t pr",: j-ctsii oi ro:,cl , w.-, t'r, ri. 'L[h
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a 'a
break-dorvn within a few YCars

rf -rl::11, b; furti,.r contr:rcts,
t

continues, duntry

In a lviay D,ry lccture in 1982, I h:o illustrel;o- tliis

with the examDlc of t}'rc contracts for tii', conslructi-on of
I

750 boreholes i:.rni,rd.ed by tkie f;Gderal i\'tini-str1r tf i,.',t"r

Fie sources. ;'rt th:-t tinl=1 tr-i;, infcrii,c-titn madi public

ind.icit-d- th,.t tl-i. 3vu1l3.$u ccntr'''ct cls+' p-r 'cct:u']o1-

w:ls ''l+7, OOa. I h:.c. contrzst'o tnrs -/-th tn - ?v'-r: $-

ContraCt CoSt foi' tne Si:-.iile borcirolc in the COnt'r:lCt
.t

al^rarclec by the ii;.r:una Statc Governilurt ivhic'r rvLs i''2-7,000'

-oThi s inoj-catu.cj in inf }:-tion of '-b.ut 7a'to ott ", 
t his

Kad.una Statc Gov-rnment, v,rhich :lSC, OO dcubir, invclv.o

a measure of i-tr.fI:'.tiln.

But sincc tn,n it hi.s b.-n Iu've iI.d tll. r *"}-I- '-vuf -"r J
i . -r^ 1.-r

cfnrrlr"t crst l,-r b:r-hr}. f^i tlt' 75O bcr-rtolc? tc

be buitt by th* f,-cicral gov=rnir-nt J1lrlc to ovcr i'i77rC00l

lrhrf ie ...inflatirn tf ovjr 25aob of thc 3Ver..l$: Con1'raot
a1f.,1u rr

cost award-ed. bir r:tl. liaduna Stat" Govcrnirt'nt' for

basicallY thrc s?lrie work.

These 750 borehT lus werc Clstributed at fcrty bcrchclcs

pereaehefth;19st;rtesand'wereawardt'o')*-'rtot'l

eorst of Fl59 million to the f ollowing constractors ' amorl8

etc, rvhich in rnost czsus

and have to bc r-Piirco,

:lnd th. contr:^ct sYStL ,

,zcrllapscs.

anci tni c
?

:thers:
4
I.

?.
3,
[.
().
6.

Bayaiis llntcrPrises
Aqua --iisourcu-s -
:rbba Otirm:n Ltd
J ezza Constrracti-on

, T I.1SteKotl l-, uu

Hussairri EntcrPrj-s es

Sekctr
ir,aciuna

I"l:--no
a^.Baucn].
'l,Ti a, nr\I+Lr

f I-:i L,cGu
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,5. ss\-), Inturpris.-s +

A. Tcri Enterprises i
H'-.nco-b Ltd
Budiine>: Ltci
I-loroid- Sodipo
rnd Co. Ltd.

Gon65olr
f:nrr irnl -!,v1aov+ {

'JU1i6v-L

cyo

Cgun

o

.1a.

1a

12. B tsh,o -:nd Zwischenstuk- Benue

13 . Brerriin Ltd AnLmb :.r:l

1\. rtltc lJovrcll Rivcr

15. - Univers:',1 Entcrprises : ,C-ross }livcr'ai

The ld:st cf tiross flw:fd"ecl tl:,: contr rcts for th. six
othcr st:t:S ri/is not r-,v,:tl.G. But i:^, spit- of this

a'massive inflrtion of thc, contrtctrqp.to ovcrr crr- )iu,:r

:fter the aw:.rdr only 189 of tha-76a borcholug .,rg[u-c.oc,r:Lr].;ti_d,

(th:lt is less th:n Z5oio)i :nd it is :,.lmost ccrt:j_n i-h-.t

most of tirem h:.vr b:rely supplied :ny r,v:ter. Th; prac'l.ice

in K:idun:. st.ttc w:..s thet thc-se boreiiolcs weuld oe

ero:mplete6ii a:nct then se,tlca; tni if they .ir-e opcacci thc

wrtter level bccoil.s tor 1ol,,r f or rny prlctic:rl us. lftcr
: f evr months.

In this instr.nc.tr wetl ovcr iiLlO million hls b-stl

siphon-d oft unoer the covur rf providinrl dri4kin;-, u..tcr
a

for people livinai in the rurrl rr.r'isg w,:rtcr wlich titcy

::ctually rcvcr,- Lio-[, in :lntcst ':11 cascs.

In ti-re tlVO C::SeS COVe1"inE St:11,,:,':llcl i.ftt, f,-d.:;,t1
rl

governmepSscit,i -bovu., it is not clear til- iixtcnt -EC

which thcse contractorS uSCd govcrnrncnt stlff --nci .-uipm'nt

tc oper:-rte . Br,i: in ,{F1.il 1983, thc Nig.,ri'n Ports

Authority lrloriisrs Union :incL til-ir Schirr St'-ff ASSCCi:tion

reveilled hovr th; Iriigerien Ports ,ruti:ori+"y p:ys tl-i'. SUI;I
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of H7.00 million per annuin tc th; li,,restiiinster DredgLns'. I .-

Co. Ltd for tn , contr:_.,ct-rf dncdgin- Wcnks-this ,lr-:vi:-b-

comp:tny w:is os'u,,nsibly doing

AuthoritYrs o!'n oredging virE

wit.r werc beinlr, ,r:io- tr s.rJ, ,r'y

S_: jlr Se-.ilion an,l ii s st t,:' :
!

^;: ?rr= Aora. t -) t e ' -t-t oJtJ 9.f 
-. Ili-U-iI-I

v^" *^.' riilembt:r th:.t it j-s ,:r robbery of oniyr Ut.{ Llt -.y I Ll:rL;llUL'I 1,11 t/ l. l, -Li) .. I LrUUL

l,:126,195.33 of thc mcncy cf tiris s.iiite !,lestminst:r

Dredging Cornp:ny on 28th F':bruery 198C, t'rhich led. -co -i,itu

killing by suffc,t:l.tirn end hunger cf fifty einploycd ,,1d

unemployed worltcrs in .:' police bllck n'lari:l rn iuiono.,y Jrd
;

Ii:.rch 19801I

A11 these arg not :bq;rations anti :bnorma-l-iti.s!
o

ur the result of indisciplinr-, Thuy vrould mostly oc

found to be lc.gitimate transactions ba.scd on costings,

desi.1ns, teri,is tinCl othcr documcnts prep:re'-i ".n.1 iuthoris.d
a-by wel-1-esi::blisLr-d professionrls in l:w, architcctur.,

Lrngineering, accounr.rncy ,lno. survcyi-ng. They .'.rc tn;

rsSUltS of tiri operltions of .the present econornic'lnd

soci:.l systein in this country :-l}ustr 'trng som'; of th;

fundanient:,I f rc'cs of its n: +'ure

Th; RoIe of Otl: r t'rCtfqr'.r,=r,..:#- a

But contr r.ctor"s anc consultants ar. only on-

species of thu iriic1d.l'-rtli=i1 d.cmin,-tiiig th., i'iig.ri1n cCCnomy,

and the Lligeri:,n st':-rte tod-::y. There 'lrc mlny otir-rs

i_ncluding import;:r.s and. ,exporf crs p ctL1-putrtc1r L11" u-fi$u --s e

oil middlemcn t ''lr!c- cornmission - 1$cl1tS cf rIl ty-;'s ncL '-ril

description, -[roiit the Llri j eirlin' touts, tc thcs- iv-lc

f^T -i+ --..-i^ th PCr-tSI JI r U, qJIllE

a

specialise

and public

O

i-n ,:rr:-::rging GXturnill 1o:ins for $oVi;frlllun-[s

corl:o:raticns.
v a,-
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The rol: of th- crude oil rniriolr,,nen is oni-, o-f cli;
most crucirl. Jr'ard.r tc ul.3uf - 'ri'- r t,,.i, r-l -Lts. :i:- JS-r,..

commissirns f cr -lcir brrrell 'rf I',lig.:rlrn crurie ci1
expyrted, tir: cxport of ti"ris oi_I hrs not bi-=n bi;ilt

{'
an lrng-tcrm lgrurcinents betwc.:n thc lilNOC,:,nd now |il1,DC

and frreJ-gn buy..r's, lik., sevcr,r.l lth.rr oPr,c counti:i,.s c"c"

l'or sr.,ch LgFuur:rul1tS e rvhich \^,oulc sttbilis , '-'}r. irolLr..:.r-

-. price 
^?nd'* *-' o1' t,:r- crudc oil woulo subst-nti.iJ_11, cr_ir, our:

thc oil middI'i'rcn rtnd tne Rottcrd':r:,,r :rnd r-r,h-r sf-.c.t.

market sharks wilo contrcl th..it.r

lis the rr'ilief,e Tribr-in:l of rnqtriry into crucLc ci1 s:rlcs

discnvrf uCt ,:-ril r-pcrt,d ir- .Iun. ', tBC, r11.s, r.i _.dL _t,_.,

i-Lre a.ven b*in1., , in*nc.C bY ti:. t.,.,irC. Tni lt,:coft st:ltcS
t

ih r:l- .

Thus

ii . . . \,,ru :trc of 1-h- viutr,, tn:t the length Cf
cr.--di-t 30 d:tys or 60 o.:.ys off;rc.d i;y NNFC
to "|l:i- ltuy;rs of crr.tde oiI is cxce ssiv-y
Tirc v-,1,.;e. of ti'it, cI'CCe oil sclcl shoulo b"lccinc
pry:bi-c imncdi ltcli,o th. ship is lc:.eico. ,:.t
thc lo..clinp- pl..tf crm. . . Th. cr-,3utlt prlcticc
,"voul- ' ' .ipu r '1-.c b- th -1 ri.- t::lt-q cil r-:
lifteo i-rol:,r hcr; sclci. to 't r;fin,-ry, wl:icir
p.iys ,,or it inn.dratriy. This iiloiir) could
th'n o- ci.pcsi-"-o t-o iii-Lo ni;r rnt.r:.st
from -,,iilich plyllint tc l,iirJlrC wor-rlc' be cv,:ntu:11y
met. Thus iiLrrtsC cculci in:dv.rtet-rtly b. fira:Lnc jns
her s'll,, of crud. f cr h;r custom.rs ",l-i-c r,iil} bc pcrtj-n-nt to rcf;r to thc
spe-C. ;iitl-, v,rhrci: Th. Sc :ndin tvion '1'r . din,
Cornp:rni' r. B. p:iC f or- th. crud. scizcC :.rcn
lii. T . r(uhr, it too.k f our diys frciii d r+,c oi
^1^; * .1 ..-.l' ..
-illpl-L-lL . a

be sicies lrrcv.nting th., rnlst irirport,-:nt .xpcl't,
:I

a

cf -rhl'- hr-ci: th- fCl_t, fOr th. Oi1 miCLC.l.iit-p dif,,ef+CSv..r.Jru g

bi]}i-rns of collars into *Lh. pockcts tnti. b:nir ..rccounts

'" .tf : handful of rich and pcvrerful r\iElri,:ns who v,ri.rC

recently s:icl to nuntbcr about forty*four.

of th.. count rlr ouic,, f\l c.d on 1 r.guI r ,rr. ,nor,,
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The role of the ii:tport.rs ancl thc other micr"cil-ii.n
b

is well-knorvn :,nd" all constitutc :ln esscsi.i:rly
I

parasitical ro1., b:ised dn suppcrt by t;i. l,ig--rl n

=*,. l-.: * nD U-I UU 
'

-..*-,; ^ - ^fJUI V4VU Vr

,r-xilloj-t +-i1- Jl -o,)1= of lllis country
I tit

foi':ign cioitirlist intcrests.r-
'll

Profitcerr-n;{ rno llxp:r,t-qi ali e4.

"i

II

i n l-tr -

it

Thd att..rirpr: to cover-up this irholc s-vstcll sinlpl5,' as

lrc rrupticn;r or iil -ck cf public nccount,-'.bj-lity'; c''n

.^^i +lE:1r.r-ry D!:ulr unlouf,h v/hcn it is fu:lisccl th it .-.-L tii-bc

coT-rr nf i f q rlr:l€r::tions afe t]-rc vrell-e stablishuo rl-IdI UJ

legitimate consultiint-s, contrilctors, i-iaportu=rs lnd

exporters r.trc, bi,,n}<s. Sami. of thcse ri:Ly h:.ve compllin.d

about not obt.:ining cnoul;h of r,lrh:rt they consiclcr tiiin
^.!faif- shart. Br-r"t rt th. centrc of thi-s structul'c is

',

the prtCeSS of thu j-ncre1sing rLte of prolit .rfil.i c-f it-s

exp:tri:.tirn;. Th= c,1uss rf t:r' cLrr-nt :ccnoit-ic

crisis, in tn. v'.riou.s rcrus i; kr'. s - i'.-lt-i:f-s-tuC-1ts--l r ,

is thc hugc pi.ofits lvhich thc d,p-ndcnt bourgeoisj-c

presently rulin:- i\ig"ria, i.Ind th;ir w;stcrn capitilist

patrrns and IT),.stef s t h:-s bscn m:'il"ing. Ti-rcs;

profit.sr alre::.,1y vury high by all st:tnciardsrdecidcr:1y

rose siRce 1979r:'na incre asingly c lme tc be rc llis:C

and Secured. throul;h irnprrts anc hunc' thcir expntri..i:ion

abrrr.rd. This ri'-nif e =ttC itsclf in the r'rpid dcclin;

in tur cxternal rcserves, i'Llld ':'"1 so' :'"nd iiore cruci:']11''-'

.a+^ - -rri d ,',,'l'11-i-n: ir, public :ll'" jlriv ^t' inv-s-i-'-- -'t
l-\-l r iLPlv- 

a
$

within ti:i c Jur,-L l"Y ' a.,r*'
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The flr'rportion of th. lrc:,Lltn crljrtuCr in li,Eurj.r

country

...^-! -. .lLrI I V - uu

-l^ .---l ..
!)11 la Lra !

|} which
t]

profit..r,vould- b. investcd within ili.,

declini-d.

eitht'r frotLt government'revcnu,. ar f rom

a

The i-ntensific:rtion of th,- ratc ci prcfiturrrrJ-ng

,rnd of its expltrii,tion Fosr; :'rs p:rrt of thc mcchlnism

of the western crpitallst ecenomies to cornpu-nsltu for
thc oectinc in their inttrnal levers rf profits c:rusco

hr r l-h .:. rJCanom].c recessaon.
i

A major soul-ce for this cl.rltu to bt, thc dcpr,nci:nt

capitalist rcono:,,i-s wliose governmcnt$clcrirrc huge

revenue s froln tire petrrleun rentsr rolraff,ics and proi'its
and where most of th; pr:fits cli b; realiscd in
transactirns invo1.'ing.the 6;overorncnt and d.o not
qi rr-i f i nv*r)r1!r*iaY1tl1r rcouirc a troc,':l1 consuinels market.

The cpmant racket of t97\-Lgr6 is pErhirps.,.ne rf the
best known axample rf hrvr this r"rechanlsm'worked. 1t arrse
clirectly -frcm thc rlcessicn in the capitalist economies of
r;, Europerwhich had started in L9T3-7[.rand invrrved a sharp
slump ir their construction inCr-rs&^ an.l.tderefore in the

trg :,{ ceiiient ildustry, ancl arso in shipping. This recession started
abou't the same time as tite ii,'-erian governrnent realised a

massive increase in its rentr ro\.a1tiesr profits and other
pB vrilents from the export of cr.ucie .oit v,,l,.se posted price

rr. iir cP[c eruptries, had gone up from $L,.go htttu". in L9T3
!^ ";i, .^to $i4..b9 drllars in L9TLI,; raising the trtal revenue from
iret.oleum ftsom r+1.a16 bil-rio* iry. Lg73 t, ii3 ,726 birlirn in

1r:L97Lr. This is a rise in revenlie, almost a1l of it'in dollars,
of over lao?/" in a singre yea,r rrris victory Jf ,OPEC was

a



36.

even given by the western press as the cause of the economic

recession which actually has its roots at tJre mucn deeoer

level of the strycture and cycles of capltalist econlmies,

rn,hatever c.nnections it ca.me .to have with the rise in oil:a
.---..i^^^
}JI JUiD.

ft was on the basis c.i-' this revenue that the Ni;erian

: overnment embarked on the massive publi-c, capital invest-

nent of the 49',75-rogo plan per, od. An a ttenpt to c btain
a

cement that came. to be in great demand from the UIiSR and

solle countries whose cement industry v,,as expanding and had

lower prices was stron-'ly resisted and nf J.ii.A by the

vrestern cement m.nopolies and their i,iaerian agents in

government and in the chambers of .f,rnmerce. A consignment

of cernent ord"ered by the goverhment frrm the USSR was hijacked"

in an open act of piraey. near Lagos,in July l97l+.

The big Western oement corporationsrtogether with

the western shipping magnafe3 and their insurance companj-es

at!d' b#nks )9.t, the I'linistry of Defence tr "rr"der L6.23 rnilli-rni
t , me bric tonnes af cement whileri,,bs rtotal requirenents were

fa.r less than 1.0 millicn metric tannes. This was bcugl,t

at a f&r:,highen price than obtained in the USSR, Roqania,

F'oland and rther Crmecon cluntries, and even higher then

in rilestern Eurcpe, Niigeria ended up p.aying e hbut $ff5,ff :

dollars per each metric tonne of cement, including shipping

i nC d emtrra ge chai'ge s .

Thts+isofi75,Og dollars higher than it could have paid

with fiZ5.O|-"do}lars for a single metrlc trnne'and $i5.eO

c1oIIars frr the freight. Besides the dtsruption rf the

'liigerian econOmy that the r:ment atmada caused., about

1,1.0 billi:on was drainecl alvay in a single year, and a large

amor-rnt tf ,the oer.ent had wasted away in theO rrganised delays

of the cement ship t,r raise Cemurrage cnarges at Lagos.

a

a

a
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hthat has ha,:penneo since has basicalry amounted to this
pr.cess tf o,rrofitpering anci expatriatien in a depend.ent

capitalist economy with large petro-dcllar resources and dce,o
t.

itsbqg,lvl:€fiact stbE q"!it"Li-stlirutr,rpr,Lisq{i - sii?o, 1 c)7g, the

d.ist,inccjvc -1,-: ^tut'cs .4 Li:e ri.'iB.ritn ecotrortl)r ^n:i

potitical systeni h.-is intensj-ffed tt$?"t.
2

For the pe::iod 1979-1983, tire rate at which th;se
prrfits rose c:n even be seen from the ;'.ccount cf sorite

rf the consti"ubtion ctmpanic-s rvhich h'.s been made public.
l"t'rIn 19BO the turnover of Taylrr vvrodrow was, for exa,i,:le

i+30.[ mil1ion. This rnore thrn .Cqu]:L,d d.n 19Bt tc
I+,71 .5 million. out i-cs ;rcfirs d-d'not just do-'cl..

In 198f it rrrdre i,-, pi:rfi+- df it1 13 million,:,rnd. in 1931

it made a prcfit rf ii[.l million. This me ans th..t
t^rhile its tu;.nover O:!Lb]g{, the profitsrit chosc

t
to declare trebled, :

a

;{n^ther con3".--uction ctr-lp
I;ny Dunrcz h..d : tur'novcr cf

{;56.1+- million in 19Bn and i'170.2 niliion j-n "?Sl '
i

Its turnover incre:tsed 'by Z+.+t/r'rut its profits rrosL'

froin t+l+.2 mil1ion in 1980 to "i8.6 inillion in 1981 ; a

ri se of 1O2.ar. t: ollc )C'r.
?

This is Llso ".lflu"t.d. 
Lncst clearly, particul:uly

within the new ba.nks th:.t l/ere r-ecently est-blisll1itl'

?ne of the most specticular exiLliplcs is with the

BankofCourne]:CeandCrcd.itlntern:tirnal.Its1o.it,Ls

andadvancesrosefromiT3B.Bmil}ionin19B0te,,;88.57

million in 1931 . Tilis is an ircrease of 127 '9io'



C

The volur,ie of its current deposit and other acccunts rose

from i*151i,[ mi]Iim in 19BO tc ;'.3)+1 .3 million in 193'1 ; a

rise 6f 121 .aia, But its profit rcsc fi'om lt1 .7 nil-ii cr-l
I

in 19BO to :,7r8 nrillign in 19.81 . This is .r ris.- of 
t I

353.3'i i-n 'r si.i:lc ye rI olr 19.*2 its prcfif ros- -f,c

i,]i[.2 million. That is a rise rf almJst'tJOy'. :Lgfin in

an economy th.,.t lvas a.1reacLy said. tc be tuffcring from

the rroj-l glut:: . It also mo.ns th-t fron 19BO to 1982

i-ts net profi{. has rj-sen frria n1 .7 miliirn to i.1,1f .B millian

a rise ,rf al-rout 8C076. '

lts twn cnse is revealing bt causer* a hevr b:nlir
i-j-t wants to :stablish itsl capr,,citry for profiteering to

its owrlers and- the ir network of patrons anci nta.steltS.

Cther elder banks nianage to obscurc thc equally

spectacular rj-sc in thcir nct profits frort contracts, ?

oil- midcller,irn .^nd imprrtsr rs .Tru-v ( c iQot nc&d tc

establish their capacity frr prrfite-rin$, alre:.d)r i^rell-

kntv,ltt.

a

a

The revel:.'-.'tirn i-.y tne Managing :-ircctor of tii';

Internation.il Bank cf ]i/est rifric.-., i{r. Cl:iCel-e Ol'rs}loi'e
.et

+1^-+ l\Ti r.rni -L,-t-.ru ;\Ii'.uir.( -l
*.g---".

bill-ion i-or i..iA',12t/LU 1 I I . ort Ln 'l

crt ailountcci -[o rboutthat the actu:,l v,''rlue af +"hcse

\'+2.97 billionrshows. harv this hlon r:.te oi prcIrr-'uitrr$ .

went on trg:tri=,1" ,,rlth e-.. higir felte cf 'tb-e eXpatrl:,1:icn of

this wealth. .. ' llic 'i.ro.c.-itr onal il9. C billion

WaS taken out 'cnrough over-invricing anO luinerous ch':irgeS,

fees and frauclulent practicesrilot by some shady l-ittle

banl< or com.Llltnyrbut by tuhe ivell-estabtishc,d and reputable
t

companic.s lnci banks ciirectiy ';n:. thrcugh th-'ir *i'ri-ous
a.tL

i:

subsidiaries a.nct agents. 
r
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fAiThe slternatives.
li--!

Thr: rll-rr.- rtirr,-rrru c^+uLr_1r..urvcr.:r. _ither to Iu.c?$I1iic thcs;

fundamental facts of the nature o-f the Nist-.rian Fconnir.,lr

iand to.start d.isrnantling it in oraer to buiic.,.,., ,,,r,f
i-ndependent national economy,ln the- service of , ancl

controlled by, the working peaple rf Nigcriaranr] alt
those engageci in producing the welirth of the country;
or- to tinker v,rith the superfici:r aspects o; tiie ,r:::sr.nt
ec.n.my like hoarding', ostentatious cars, ancl th; cruaeb
forms of frauc', ano- embezzlei.rent,' sooner ar latcrrrr-verf
to square one or beyopfl, ancL start blarning, shcctin;< :.nd

killing the 1\i[r,erian peoplc for therr rifailure;i to be

pa+-riotic anc, o.isciplinedrin a funcli-.r:_nr-:}i_y corrup-E,)
indisciplined, and subservient econonrr-c systL-rl,.

The build_r-n5, rf this nev/ eccnomylwhichrof course,
nan Lnly be productive and inde.nenoenl,.,if it i-s soci-,ilist
r,vill 'u ,6rJ thrrugh sever:I stag;s. ,-rt a

!,}

workshtp tn ,cire state of thc 1\igerian Ecorlorr! or!-rnised
hy thc. f?culty cf arts :LnC Soci;al Sciences ancl thc
Centre foi Soc-i-at 

=.nd- Eccnrmic Reseai-ch of ,,rhrradu telro
university.in uctob.r 198J, 3 nurnbe r of prlici- -s \iirc-)
workeii out fcr solving the curreni- econciric cri sis at

4.1

its rootsrano- movlhg the country al','ayr from t c d-:;cuclent

eapital-ist strugturerwhich is tiie fund:irnental corid.i'bi ort

for thc crisis, in the f-Lrs-c fIr.*. Th=se m.':su-l"cs

were in the form of distin8tifefuft$r'irotives to

a.11 the 105 measures vrhiehtfire fcd.eral !oVeri1,,,3nte

with the ConcensuS rf all the 1q st:te p,OVer"rr,,iCntr' Il:rd.

s

set rut in a r,,ritite paper rn the econnmy in June 1983'
o.,

\



Since thc whitu

ISrfE:[liGr?' fncr We

iporti.n .f the Nigerian
, -- I23-Lr rne pa

i^

a'.] ^.- i ^ -l-r^ -IIoE! I5 l-1ls-

licies crrnin3-outdecided to

of the workshoi:.rth J G..".l Paper on the State cf -Lhe

Nigerian Econoiity r 3s thag represent the interest of the

majority of -b:r,.: people of Nigerie. ecpres of Uhis

has been supi:lied to ycur library by the org,;nis.rs of

the workdhop. '

The

serialj-s

Delember

solutions i-t

ed in six

proposeo,
Af,,^

L.o.1tr- OnS / .1-n?

which have also been

ri aYU tano.ard :iqpr4ar 1"1th

1983 -bo 
.1 lth, Jan'uary t gELr amount to basically

eliminating contr:,ctors, crnsultants ancj all micidlenen

from any rcle in the Nigerian economyr:,..nd orglni$ing

thc actual i)ilor-uccrs and consumers particularl y th: ,i;orkers,

peasant farrlers, artisans, teachers, profession:,ls, retailers

and capitalist industrialists.to taiie full control.

among the polici=s proposed ,..o, 
t r

t''

2,

The cornplete s,limin:ti-cn rof th'; contrict

siistail lnd its rep].:ca,,rerrt by dirrc1t,,l-abcur and

tL:re establishrirent of n=w const::uction irni, si-ipply
a

.gc;,cies own*d .by govcrrlil,-ntrs r at remf,jous I'v-f s,

*3.8d by tear,:s rf professicnals teehnici:irs and

r^,rorirers vuho are empl:ly=d there.

Titc natirnalisation of ail foreign trad-c, :11

coirtiirercdal and merchant banking :nd 'c, r , irliiiing.

, of tire possc.ssirn of asse-Lts 
vrcrthlllc-.e tllan

,i:5) t001.00 hy any Nigurian cltizen :,',brr::.cl-

a treasonablc offcnce.

Thc esta!}i-sirrrlc.nt of n.w coclx'r"lLI\rcs
a

1

2
_)

()I

,-, --' r',

F

sive
prod-ucers anci- consunl.r.s in agricu-l--bL-t"e

c.ol.,merce on th. foundation rf t7'' C.,ci



i {i.

rerncval 0f all semi-feudal, corrmunal and

bui"eaeratic fetters v,rhich .ppress ar:Ld broclc

the,oroductive activity a.nd, orga,nisatrcns

of l:easants, artisens, trad.ers end worIi.rs,
a.ci r,;iricn ,rr pari:.sitical 

"nc sust.r.in tlre
miCc Ier,rcn.

[. The rerrganisation of commerce to rink directly
thc organisations of producers uritj:i thosu rvi'ro

' process, consune or soln.hol/ utilisq, tirc o::odu-cts,

bli eirsuring tnat alt bank crcdit, tr,:.nsoort _.rrrd.

oth-r facilities controrred by grvernineirbs

.selve tiris n-er,i syste., cf torfinerce,
a.

rn addition, it would bc- necessrry to retpen ancl

reorganise all closed-up f.rctorics or those that have

sacked a rnajoi-ity of th,:-r workersruldcr rrew ordTlership

and manageiii.rnt structures lvhlch places the control in the
hands of the i,rorkers anci the -r:rofe-ssi-onals.

There er"u rrany cthcr lroposals int'ended, for the

immediate purpoSe of novins the econo.y out cf thc

current econoniic crisis tovrards ? nevr economic structure
rn the basj-s of whiehr alone th.. curent crisis wiII
not retur The rtiserilssi-cn rnd. deb:-rte on this i-s ;--.rl

important responsibility cf all l\ig:ri:ns. Ancl these

rf us privele.cd -Eo study aird. ie:;.rn about naturc, nl:,i.n

and soci-ety h:vc a. spcci;1 responsibilit;, to sr:ru tir:t ti-r-i-:

dehate becoin'.s popular anci encls 1n thc nccessai")r :'.c-tivit5

by the peopl. of this country.rto cnsure its salva-bion.
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Conclusion "

This matter' gf solving the ,=co]lorric crrsis cannot be

und,erstood. in :i politic'--,I *acuruiit. By'politics, I oo not

mean politic:rl p::rties. I me:rn the basis cf 'Lh.

political po\dclr of th* governtriunt. Tiris Eoes b;yoncl 'citc

civilian v*e_rFgls milit--rry issue. I r,vill ,o1,c: ci'iis issue

i" 
a politic:rl context by quoting, .ld :ffirming r^,hct I,

.nc€ proposeii- 1n a public lecture vtithin four wecl<s of the

previous milit;ry coup,of 29tb, July 1975.

Since ttris pub11c lecturc is ',1So coining wrthin fcuir

weeks of ;.nctirir milj-to:.ry coup.iuhosc lerde.r's s:ly tir':-t

it j-s an rff,shoot of the othe r .ne, I will also ri,-iiie

my cOnclusion :-in offshoot cf th. elrlier pubtic lectu,iu'

on soire fund:rmental problems of contL'nifor:.ry

Nigdria overaeigltt: ye?rs ago, to a t\I:rtionr.,l Yotr-bh Service

Corp aud.ience in Zarlar.on Thursd;fy 28th ;-ugust 4,975

"nd 
publisbed in the NeW-NLge{-i-? of 19th anct 20th

Septembcr 1975.

,after 1)rocosini. cert:lin ch:,nges thi:-t

at th:.t time, I concludcd the iectr-tre wrth

wliich has been valj-dated by events since '

analyses of tirc situation, which I buli-ev;'

rrOnlf such funo.anental sociil aha econorlic
. cha.nges can deal ,,iitit tne pr:cbIei:ls of pcvcrtJr
' and 5t csteblishing a d"emocra'tic sryster-';i in

this couniry. No ir,ount of t,h. usu:.1 cons'bitr-t-tj'cn
ntakingvrill.,'rllth,ltv,rillcom'frcinthr-[is
to t:rlie us ba.ck to thc previotrs rulis, civ-l-l iin
and trl-o ;nilitery. f hinl< ycui' " .

Before coirting to that conclusion thts was lny

urer.e requinicr,

this prcdic-bion

It w i-s tn:Lt :

basiclllY
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',an:_!f-lvious governincnts both civili:n lnd.miritrr)/ h-ve debased 
""p""i.r"t.iition to t^cIevel- of toirenism. A representative i s nofregarcieo-'s SCIilc-\^^r-- : ' u {D lruu

with the conorti;;:r,H3"i"t3"ili:tl:.i,.1d:,liries
who is o""orrrrtooi. to tkren. iicl=ir"'il.,tii=iil;i;luby thein in. a systerri.tic ..no*orgeniscd rilannci:..A represent.rtive is sinoi!,-ai- lnd"E.r-,.., of .rrarea wno perpc'tuates thr iri".i"i-E;,.; i,i' 'iio"_iorr"parts of the country 

^erL. "ig.g.O 
j-n a compctitionfor thc alroc.ltion br ""ur"E Ii"o,r""*" anc htis a chtrnpion of ?ne part. IJis representrtivossbegins :rnci ends ,+!h ;ti"icitf"anO the appropriationof the ;;scarce resourcesi? intb fris pockets.si-nce' thc'se repres-'ntatives h.rve amassed wea-rthor are dependent on those who have, they areincapable of being representative i1 any otht,r \,.,/:ry.This,is be cause gEnuine .;p;a,;;"tation woulciinvolve ser-cctinl or erectiig*i"p"o=ontatir,.es onconcrete and oasic issue rir.3. uruan p10ts, housing,rurar creclit, taxation, ,r[oru=ire ..r.1 ""iiii pricesand otlier such issues basic to thc livclihocdand dignity of the peopre.- (8";)-ry."""'tli"rl.I! cfpeople will us.. their io"uitir,-Jt"tr= anci connecti_onsto prev:nt s,-ch issues bei.g riL:.d.E the basic ol-selectj-on or el-cction. e""?o"". such j-ssr:es areseri-ously raiseo- nrd p"""".3l"irr"." positicn andties ,i1ith ths structur" ;i-;;pioitatio' ui rrnolords,sharehql-d.ers, -"*r,{ie.rs, and ag_ents of for,. i,,.r.r

fx:i"."snen w-ir1 be ."b"IoJ. . :"';;.rro.Ir.ii,o,r"ura\:ru ,a'iy of these. necpl. cirnnct flourisi, iuiii.o"ta governrreni vrhicn thcy can manipulate o, lo,.""oreven on the simple matter of incbnr. tax"- ifr.]r_will ccrtr'.inly_not ar1?,r- any Jr'tn"i. o"ntui=,tenant: .or employecs tc; actj,ru,iy can:paign for theestablishrirent of a genui-ne]y Oriro""atic govcrri,lunt. ii

Theref*re we haye to squ.rrel5r face th,- fact th:,rt this
ISSUE ]-S:

t? ^.^ ^ -rr-ano [nur fundame nt:l problci:r of contenpor:.r)rl{igeri:-i r,rhich is obseurcd by jargon ur.e fals'.theory.... Tirc problen: is dcfined in tc.,is cftr,V: alt.:fn:tjrr. c r-.j I i r- -^1 r

Ancr civir_i"" X;i: il'i5.=I{rii:l ;i.;'l:*iil"',.".paiticipr.tion hcncc ilrt slogan ,rReturi to civilirnRulerr as the solution to thc problen. But th-idcntif icrtion i s f 'l e. .l-h,. sl ocr.,rr i c
m1^ --^ 

u !urJ! 
' 

f

''nere 
rs nothi-n., inr-.r-.;,r:yno"iiit;""ituTi33;,fi:*'

about rulc by civjJ_j.ans, in tnis country oranyvrhere in thc ,,yorld, Thc d.istinction bet,,/cci,]militar1, rule anci civilian rulc is a puretylegalis-bs one. rf we look beyond. tnc'supcri'icilltiesrf 1eg:11 form we can see that thc *uirr-pitt"." ofstate Do\^/er anywhere in thc vuorlcL h:ls blen ,:,nci. isthe armEd forces; and tire governniunt, whatevcr1egal foriii it has is ontf tne derectiv., or g.,.r11

il
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of the state Instead of wasting tiinr,
proposinl,. tirnetables for the return to crvili:,n
rule, i,re should concentrate on i,ioi:kin;, out
and set-ting up por,uerful organisations through
which the ordinary people of this ccuntr.y can
control ;,11 organs of thc statc, including trr*
armed f orce. Iri e should gL.t clown to working out
the means of making al} these crglns of state
committed to and effectlvely tieO to tit. nccd.s ancl.
interests of th. colitmon pe-opl=. I do not
think that the people of this country want to
return to clvilian or any previous ru1e. T'he y
want a ;oolitical system, in which the t lves
can ensure their velihood Lnd it
We have not had such a s
c:nn;t E;Ef,URil IS.ttrrr_i;.
v_ ,r1, 1' - ': l-_t-i-:] t . .", t..-.
!u -, ,) V- i i" 0 ,?. li- .,_k
[5r*ici-,-, rtory deniocrac],
soci.jtvli.

vt
a

^+ before. So we
rrn I rr

r; -b;

1

- cio th;-rr not
orr. _'. _ - il * *l,r \ru ualL -y w r"nb.-

.,ilt +

Jil
f'>Ct -:nd disciplin eci

Tha crt r.r* -i-- ol. r,f -l. - rrr; 6r u -u u .,,.. \ ._ - ua. ;inq, bu.ild.inrl , :tnd fcr;.r:_,

f,hcse org:nisa'r-ions of the wcrking pecplc of 1trigerii, to
control and. dircct the destiny of the country, is -b.le

respr-rns.ibrlity of e.11 Nigerian patrlots. rt is the only
sound and perm.*nent basis of solving.the.curyqnt L.conomic

,-r. i c i c

Thank you.

o

o

a

o

CVrl -L ')P. , it-- .-.- ^

a


