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I
ALBANIA

Economic and political
ref ugees

As is becoming the fashion, the argu-
ment that thcse were cconomic rather than
political refugees was deployccl as if it
removed any consideration of human soli_
darity. There were also, no doubt, some
who could not overcome their rancour
against people who had failed ro appre-
ciate the qualiries of socialist austeriry and
had allowed themselves to be scduccd by
the sirens of the consurrcr society.

And just about nobody rccallcd rhe con-
tribution made by Italy to Albania's back-
wardness, although Italy excrciscd scmi-
colonial hcgemony over Lhat country from
1912 to 1939 and occupie<l ir ourright
after April 7 ,1939.

In fact the pcriod of semi-dcpcndcnce
was just as destructive as that of thc union,
which was followed by rhe coronation o[
Italy's King Vittorio Emanuclc III as King
of Albania - at the same timc as anothcr
member of the king's Savoja family rook
the head of the Croatian puppet regime.

After 1939 rhe Italian prescnce in Alba-
nia (and, after 1941, in Slovenia and Croa-
tia) took the form of pillagc, violencc and
participation in the dcportation of the
Jews. However its negative impact datcs
from the preceding period. First of all,
there was the corruption of the functionar-
ies of the gangster-king Zog, who was
ready enough to acccpt Italian "loans".
The heads of the country's three religious
communities, the Muslims (mainly Sunni)
and Catholic and Orthodox Christians
were also bought off by Italy. But "the
economic concessions and the network of
interests created by the Italians in Albania
were not translated by a parallel augmsn-
tation of political influcncc and stratcgic
control over this little Balkan country".

gangs and rapes of the few women in the
3mps, as well as of some Italian women.
These episodes were used to mark a whole
people as criminals.

This was nor only done by rhe capitalisr
press: l'Unitd, the pDS daily, made use of
.1rape by seven Albanians to denounce the
'p.assivity" of minister Boniver. Mixing
this. arrack ,p *it|r a legirimare proresr b,
23 Albanians destined for Rocca pia, a vii-
lage of several hundreds near to L'Aquila,
l'Unitd concluded: ..the sinradon' has
become intolerable. The Albanians ravish
and rape. In Pescara six were arrested dur_
ing a 

-dispute." Such reporting laid the
groundwork for the..finding" that gl%o of
the paper's readers were in fivour of send_
ing the Albanians back.

Some of these readers made explicit ref_
erence to the fate of lhe many Italians who
yerg obliged to emigrare in thepasr, draw_
ing the bizarre conclusion that the Albani_
ans should suffer the same privations as
those old Italian emigrants and expressing
their support for the governmenr doin!
nothing to render the arrival of the Albani_
ans easier.

On the contr&r|, on the financial plane Ita-ly's intervention in Albania was a loss_
making enterprise, particularly during the
period prior to the 1939 invasiron.r "

The same goes for the economic and
political penetrarion by Iralian imperial_
ism of a whole series of other Bali<an or
central European countries, as also for Ita-
ly's colonial conquests, all of which cost
more than what rhey brought in. It did not
amount to charity. Th"y cost the state
finances dear above all because of a pleth_
ora of intermediaries, of mcrchants, of
lumpen capitaliss, of con men and bordel
proprietors who took all they could for
themselves and left the crumbs for the
indigenous cIi-'rts.

shown no particular gratitude, largely
because rhey understood that the O6nJ-
tions were not disinteresrcd; after lhe
occupation manifesrations of open hostili_ty (before the beginning of 

-a 
genuine

resistance) multiplied at every levJl. Even
the Catholic chtuch, which in the past act-
ed as almost a ..fifth column"' of the
regime, became more intransigent, sus_
gectrlg the governor, Jacomoni, of being
"pro-Muslim" (simply because he
financed the other confessions in a propor-
tional manner,- and thus gave priority to
the Islamic fairh to which 70Vo of the pop-
ulation adhered).

The Iralian defear (caused first by the
preck campaign, where the Iralian ffi*,
in spite of their numerical and military
superiority, were pushed back to the heart
of Alb;uria by the Greek resistance, and
then by the decay of the Italian army fol-
lowing ftc armistice of SeptembLr g,
1943) impelled Nazi Germany to occupy
Albania, important in the context of t-he
war as much for its modest oil resources
as for its much more considerable reserves
of chrome. Contrary rc the legend of the
"good Italians", thc Germans were given
almost. a favourable welcome, a[ leait by
lhe conscrvative forces. Very many patri_
ots (with the exception, obviously, of tne
Communists) who were ficrcely italiano_
phobe, nourished initial illusions in the
ne_w occupants, who conceded more sig-
nificant margins of autonomy than thoie
granted by the Italians, and permittul
rcunilication wirh the Albanians of Koso-
vo.

Royal parasites
The acdvities encouraged by Italian

funding were - apart from the exploita_
tion of very modest mineral resources _
largely parasiric. The bulk of the profits
stemming from the exploitation of silver
and the multiplication of Italian interests
were appropriared by rhe king (even if
this policy finally cosr him thc rhronc).
"Through gitts ancl Italian concessions, he
could pay r.he wages o[ thc cmployees of
the state apparatus, remunerate his
guards, maintain the court ancl satisfy the
caprices of the royal farnily".2

The dcbts accuntulatcd by Italy through
this policy lcd to thc consensus of t[e
state apparatus in its totality in favour of
the 1939 aggression against Albania. Nat-
wally, the fundamental cause of this was
a thirst for glory on rhe parr of Mussolini,
obsesscd by thc success of his colleague/
ally/rival Hitlcr - but ir also appeared as
a good mcasure o[ rationalization. This
did not turn out to bc thc casc. Firstly
because, in ordcr to gain support, the
occupicrs considerably increascd the
numbcr of employecs of thc Albanian
state (from 6,000 to 18,000, following the
cxample of thc measLrrcs alrcady adoptcd
by fascisnr in ltaly). Morcovcr, corrup-
tion, alrcady vcry widcsprcad, increascd
aftcr thc invasion.

Thc numbcr o[ Italians residcnt in Alba-
nia wcnL from 1,200 in 1938 to 70,000
during Lhe war with Grccce (12,000 per-
manent. rcsidcnts, morc than 58,000 work-
ers engagcd in public works linked to the
war). Thc majority of thcse workcrs wcre
paid salarics which, while fantastic in
relation to thosc of thc Albanians, werc
nonetholcss insufficicnt ro satisfy their
necds, which cxplains the wcak produc-
tivity of thc workcrs and thc linritcd dura-
tion of thcir Albanieur stay.

Whilc bringing no significant bcnclits
eithcr to thc statc coffcrs or the occupicd
workcrs, the prescncc in Albania of sevcr-
al hundrccl Italian firms, particularly front
1940 onwards, was cnough to danragc thc
artisanal scctor of the Albaniaur cconomy
and to cngender a high rate o[ inflation.

Already, before 1939, the numcrous
Albzurian clicns of the Italian coffcrs had

Albania and Nazism
Moreover, Nazi Gcrmany was more

effective than Iralian fascism in its efforts
to seduce the Muslims (the Italians were
alrcady exposed because of thcir behavi-
our in Libya, colonized in lgl}) and a
number of Albanian poliricians pro-
claimed their adherence to an "Aryan race
of Illyrian stock".

The rcsistance would soon strip away
the mask of the occupicrs. In any case, Ita-
ly abandoncd thc cou.ntry leaving tenible
mcnrories and a completely dislocated
Albeurian cconomy, wcakened still further
by thc dcprc<lations of Lhe war (for which
thc inhabitants werc in no way responsi-
ble, and which left permanent scars on
thcir country)

It is, thcn, not totally absurd that a part
of the Albanian population (usually the
leasr politicized and the lcast, cultivated
elements, who are thus casy prey to the
modcrn myths carricd by the media) now
thinks it can rcsolve its problcms by
dcmanding aid from a "rich" ltal
owcs such a heavy moral dcbt
country. )t

y, which
to iheit

l. Roberto Morozzo Dclh
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2. Ibid, p. 156.
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