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ment hospitals in the city of Sidney are
being closed, while funding for major
public hospitals run by the Catholic
religious orders is being increased.

Reaction to the bill has been swift and
militant, with a march of 4,000 on
August 14 and another of 500 during
international abortion rights protests on
August 28.

Public sector trades unionists, veteran
feminists, and lesbian and gay groups
were prominent in the marches, but the
ranks were made up mainly of energetic
and angry teenage women.

When the bill was introduced into par-
liament, 13 of the 15 women in the (42
member) upper house staged an unprece-
dented walkout, and the national assem-
bly of the Uniting Church, the third
largest religious current in Australia, has
unanimously voted down a resolution
supporting the bill.

On October 7, during an annual parade
by Pentecostal supporters of the Niles,
there were clashes between pro and anti-
choice activists, with the latter violently
attacking lesbian banners. Police inter-
ven21 in the fighting, but only to arrest
10 pro-choice activists.

While the bill currently lacks anything
near majority support, it is possible, giv-
en the instability of the minority govern-
ment, that an amended bill may be
passed as part of a deal between the
Niles and the government. X

FRANCE

Massacre of Algerians
commemorated

SEVERAL thousand people marched
through the streets of Paris on Thursday,
October 17, 1991, in commemoration of
the police massacre, exactly 30 years
earlier, of at least two hundred Algerians
who were participating in a pro-FLN
(National Liberation Front — the libera-
tion movement then fighting for Alge-
ria’s independence from  France)
demonstration.

The demonstration, called in defiance
of a curfew that had been imposed on
French Muslims, was peaceful; the FLN
had ordered that none of the participants
should carry so much as a penknife.
They had, however, reckoned without
the murderous climate of anti-Algerian
hatred whipped up within the Parisian
police force by its commanders over a
period of several years.

The demonstration was brutally
attacked; while many were killed on the
streets, the survivors were taken to
detention centres throughout Paris where
they were savagely beaten and tortured,
many more dying there. The bodies were
thrown into the Seine.

The instigators of the massacre have
never faced charges of any kind. Gov-
ernment, media and police have con-

spired to throw a veil of silence over the
events of that evening, and the official
death toll remains only two.

The Parisian prefect of police who
oversaw the massacre, Maurice Papon,
had also been responsible for the round-
ing up and deportation of Jewish <hil- -

dren in 1942

The demonstration toek place as part
of a week of events organized by W=
racist groups in commemoration of BE" '
massacre, including the inauguratiofl & e
memorial on the bankz of the Sein¢ &
a colloquium . ~ ~ Sorbonne, ¥ ‘
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