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( INSIDE:
,i.' MIDDLE EAST: Salah laber asks; Peace conference or poker Eame?

PLUS: Reiection front statement
rr workers mobilizations in WESTERN EUROPE

,*', tjii r/lA: Anti-militarism in a time of war
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HAITI / USSR

_ 
The prcss has republistred Cedras'

denunciations of a .lilictatorstrip 
under

popular pressure" and imaginary human
rights violations. In one oi tris- declara_
[ions, Cedras unveiled one of the funda-
mental reasons for the coup; president
Aristide had commirted rha irime of
weakening some of the pillars of the Hai-
tian state. A fault which, beyond even the
immediate economic interests of the vari-
ous parties to the coup, wos unacceptable
as much for the army as for the Haitian
bougeoisie and for imperialism. And it is
tnre that in retiring certain officers and
changing others, Aristide and prdval chal-
lenged the power of the military hierar-
chy.

By encoruaging the people, in some cas-
es, to close the tribunals which had func-
tioned against the popular interests,
Aristide inspired fear in the wealthy
whose power has been defended for gen-
erations by a comrpt judicial apparatus. In
refusing to disown demonstrators who
brought pressure on the parliamentarians,
Aristide indicated clearly that he placed
the authoriry of the people above that of
the deputies and the senators.

While wishing to modify the balance of
forces, put the president back on the right
track and reaffirm the authority of the
army, it is not certain that Cedras wanted
to go as far as the overthrow of Aristide.
On the contrary, it is now obvious that he
began in ttre first hours of the coup to lose
control of a good part of the army. Since
then, his deputy, Colonel Silva, has even
sought refuge in the United States (per-
haps to hold himself in reserve). Cedras
must now act under the control of the
Duvalierists and the most extreme ele-
ments of the army rank-and-file. These
latter wanted to physically eliminare Aris-
tide on the day of the coup, and they are
now blocking any possibility of negoriar-
ing with him.

Some elements of the bourgeoisie are
beginning to regret launching this adven-
ture. For, making up for the time lost
under Aristide, military commandos are
devoting themselves with less and less
restraint to extrorlion from car drivers, as
well as the pillage of traders and strong- 

|

arm entry into the bourgeois villas. 
I

The leaders of the polirical parties
undoubtedly saw the coup as a means of
ousting the governmenl. of Ren6 Pr6val,
something they had not dared to do them-
selves a few weeks ago. ln refusing to
come out in favour of the unconditional
return of Aristide, almost all the parlia-
men[ary deputies gave de facto support to
the coup. But in doing so they played the
role of sorcerer's apprentice; on October
7, the army invaded parliament and, under
the threat of arms, obliged those present to
unseat the prime minister and install a

new president of the republic, the judge
N6rette. The new self-styled prime minis-
ter, Jean-Jaques Honorat, has said that he

Russian
workers
have had
enough!

we,lrt on to attack speculator,s and would_
be capitalists who take advsntage of rhe
shofiages, f,ild caled o-n working peopte to
strike in pursuit of their demands.

This call for political strikes waly
endorsed by the MFp chairman in an inter-
view wittr Central Television after the
demonstration. Boris yeltsin's political
honeymoon is seemingly coming to an
end.

An-impg_rtant theme in several qpeeches
was the effort by the new rulers oi Rrssia
to create a "strong executive power,'. The
less than democratic thrust ofttris govem-
ment was again in evidence on the eve of
the demonstration, when the protest orga-
nizers were denied a@ess io their fiist
choice of venue, the square in front of ttre
Moscow Soviet building.

Another illusnadon of how ttre ruling
"democrats" view the rights of other forc-
es has been the reluctance of the Moscow
City Soviet to include trade union repre-
sentatives in its Committee on privatiza-
tions. The hlpocrisy of the new Russian
leadership was pinpointed by Alexander
Popov, a City Soviet deputy and member
of the Socialist Party:

"While goverrrment leaders were paying
lip service to the workers movement at the
Congress of Workers Collectives on Octo-
ber 19 and 20" Popov told the crowd,
"Yeltsin was preparing decrees on theend-
ing of price controls - a move which will
sharply reduce workers' Iiving standards."

Some speakers retained an ambiguous
a[inrde to the government, calling on
Yeltsin and his ministers to be reasonable.
But with the the social crisis growing
more severe by the day, the confrontations
seem certain to multiply. *
l. On thc basis of figures provided by thc Moscow
militia. Cenrnl Telcvisim news rnd lcading ncwspr-
pers cstimatcd the crowd et 50,000.

HE action was called by ttre offi-
cial Moscow Federation of
Trade Unions (MFP) around a
series of demands, including

social protection, conEol by the labour
collectives over privatization and indexa-
tion of wages. Sizeable contingents of
workers were present from key economic
areas that included machine building,
strip-building, communications and
transport, defence industries and state
administration.

While only one Russian tricolor was on
display, there were many red banners.
The placards brought by partici-
pants set the tone for the demon-
stration: The enterprises belong to
the workers'collectives, not to the
administration! For reforms that
create jobs, not unemployment! 1.,

Gorbachev-Yeltsin, feed and
clothe the people! We need flats,
not fairytales about privatization!
Free prices equals starvation for
the workers!

MFP speakers demanded that
the Russian parliament immedi-
ately adopt laws pledging collec-
tive contracts in the enteqprises
and the indexation of wages. A
strop steward from the large car
plant AZLK aroused cheers when
he warned of the dangers of the
curent "pirate privatization". Bu[
it was a woman trade unionist who
drew the loudest applause when
she outlined the desperate situa-
tion of women workers earning as
little as 200 roubles a month (the
MFP now puts the subsistence lev-
el at 510 roubles a month). She
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