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and for which I have been imprisoned sev-
en times”.

He has also challenged Alfredo César,
currently President of the National
Assembly, to renounce his parliamentary
immunity so he can face accusations that
his electoral campaign was financed by
the CIA. %

UNITEDSTATES

“War ondrugs”
questioned

A RECENT report from the Inter-
American Commission on Drug Policy —
a private group of experts from Canada,
Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico, Peru and the
United States — has called for a radical
shift in Western drug policies. The report,
released in June of this year, concludes
that US drug programmes which concen-
trate on suppressing the supply of cocaine,
marijuana and heroin have actually exac-
erbated the problem.

The increased role of the military in
drug enforcement in Colombia and Peru,
for example, has led to human rights viola-
tions that have weakened popular support
for anti-drug programmes. Stepping up
police activity has not reduced the number
of addicts, but has increased the risk factor
for pedlars, causing prices to rise. The
growing number of addicts, in turn, have

ben driven to crime to pay for what they
consume.

The experts charge that the US has been
wasting billions of dollars on a largely
meaningless and sometimes counter-
productive “war on drugs” rather than
attacking the actual problem: US domestic
consumption of narcotics. While 70% of
the US$11.6 billion federal anti-drug bud-
get for the fiscal year 1992 is earmarked
for law enforcement, international activi-
ties and border interdiction, only 30% is
set aside for education and treatment
(information compiled from Far Eastern
Economic Review). X
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m ROY MEDVEDEV
‘Politics atrer the Coup'.

m LEWIS SIEGELBAUM

‘Betore Stalinism’,

m ERNEST GELLNER

‘Nauonalism atter Empire’.

m NANCY CONDEE/VLADIMIR
PADUNOV, in a vivid account of guerrilla
commodification, explain why astrology,
derecrive ficnon and pornography now
loom so large in Russian culture.

m RONALD SUNY examines the break-
up of the Union, arguing thar the
emergence of nattonal communities is
inseparable from the experience of

modernity.

RUSSIA’S AUGUST REVOLUTION
introductory offer—receive this SPECIAL ISSUE free!

October Revolution
celebrated

ON November 7, 1991, for the first time
since 1917, the Soviet Union did not cele-
brate the victory of the October Revolu-
tion. However, in the capital, in response
to the call of the Moscow Union of Work-
ers (a trade union of a conservative orien-
tation) 6-8,000 people demonstrated their
continuing attachment to the popular revo-
lution of 1917.

The mayor of Moscow, Gavril Popov,
had forbidden any rally, under the pretext
of avoiding confrontations with the inevi-
table “counter-demonstrators”; the latter

ultimately amounted to no more than 200,
which illustrates graphically the difficul-
ties the liberals face in mobilizing, and the
disorientation of their supporters. Howev-
er, at around 9 a.m., a lively crowd gath-
ered on one of the boulevards around the
centre of Moscow.

While around half of the demonstrators
seemed to be over 40, young people, and
adolescents in particular, were also numer-
ous. The tone of the rally was fraternal and
the slogans and banners were, for the most
part, not demanding a return to the Stalin-
ist past, being mainly directed against the
anti-socialist changes imposed by Yeltsin
and his team.

The demonstrators then headed off in the
direction of Red Square in a spirited
atmosphere of defiance. After negotia-
tions with the police who were guarding
the bridge giving access to the Kremlin,
the stewards of the demonstration diverted
it so that it entered Red Square from a side
street.

_ Many of the participants were opposed
tohis detour, arguing that the centre of the
city still belonged to them and that not
everything had yet been sold to the for-
eigners. Young people participating in the
demonstration sold the first issue of Inter-
vzglyad, the Russian language sister publi-
cation of /nternational Viewpoint (see ad
on previous page!). X

m JOSEPH McCARNEY examines
Marxist philosophy in the light of the

collapse of Communisn.

m LUCIO MAGRI argues for a

reconstruction of the Left, needed
more than ever today as a rallying
point of resistance to the emerging

New World Order.

m ROBIN BLACKBURN argues that
Russia’s leaders should study China's

experience with the market economy,

m GIOVANNI ARRIGHI's study of
global economic patterns reveals
the limits of nationalist and
Communist development in

an age of globalization.
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