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OUR FUTURE

lV goes monthly
THIS issue of lnternational Viewpoint is the
last before our winter break. lt is also the last
of the current fortnightly series. Your next'
issue will arrive at the start of February 1993
and will be the first of the new monthly
series of lV.

THE EDITORS

...But fund drive continues 
o

OUR favourite example of the kind of financial pro-
blem we face has been the rise in postal costs,
which have risen by 150% in the past ten years
tvhile the price of lV has risen by 7O%. Postal costs
are a major item for a magazine mainly sold outside
its country of production. About a third of each mai-
ling, for example, goes to North America - a conti-
nent away!

Furthermore, there has been a long-term decline
in the value of the American dollar and British
pound - the currencies of English speaking coun-
tries where we sell - compared to the French franc

- the currency of the country where we produce.
Thus our income from every issue of lV sold in

Britain and North America has been squeezed. ln
effect, while it may not seem like this to our readers,
we have been subsidizing ever more heavily to
cover the unfavourable development of exchange
rates.

These problems will not disappear when we go
monthly; we are therefore continuing our appeal for
funds to assure the long-term future of our press. *

The new monthly formula will have a
new look, with a new front cov'er and

layout. It will include regular, well-prepa-
red, dossiers on key problems of internatio-

nal politics and regions of the world.
Cumulatively, we hope that these will beco-

me a source of reference for our readers.

We will have a documents' section provi-

ding information on key developments on

the left and revolutionary movements. A
number of other rubrics are under discus-

sion that will make the magazine more use-

ful and interesting.

Changes in editorial structure will ensure

S we warned last July, despite

the fact that sales and sub-
scriptions have remained stea-

dy, rising costs and a mounting
deficit are threatening the future pf Inter-
national Viewpoint and its sister publica-
tions.
Despite an encouraging response from our
readers to our appeal for funds and a good

take up of the three-month special offer,
the deficit has continued to mount. In these

circumstances it seemed wiser to act deci-
sively to stem the losses and retreat to a

more sustainable budget than to risk the

need for even more drastic remedies in the

future. Instead of a schedule of 22 num-
bers of a 2S-page journal a year, we will
be moving to a schedule of I I numbers of
a 36-page journal.

The validity of current subscriptions will
be calculated on a basis of one new issue

to one and a half old ones - thus effecti-
vely turning a one year subscription into a
subscription valid for eighteen months.
Annual rates for new subscrip-

tions will remain the same for
the new series as for the old -
obviously.representing a cut in
the number of pages received
for each subscription. Cover
prices will be raised.

international political
map has been comple-
tely redrawn. Some old
landmarks have been
swept away altogether
and others are totte-
ring. The collapse of
the Soviet bloc in late

1989 has been follo-
wed by (among other
things) the Gulf War and the outbreak in
the former Yugoslavia of the first full-
scale war in Europe since 1945. And this is
only the beginning

The combination of the crisis of capita-
lism and the collapse of the dominant ideo-
logies in the workers' movement leads to a
situation where fundamental ideas need to

be restated a4d applipd to the new reality.
Internatio.nal Viewpoint intends tostrive to
assuire its responsibilities in this respect.

It aims to assist in the birth of a new
labour movement adequate to the demands

of the new times.
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that IV provides sharper,
thoroughly discussed views

on the big questions our rea-

ders are asking.

We aim to produce a

magazine written in a man-

ner accessible to the wide-
ning circles of people who

feel the urgent need for a

new perspective solidlY
founded in a grasp of the

fundamental forces at work

beneath the mounting chaos,

but who are not acquainted

with, or impressed by, jargon

and rhetoric.

Finally, we give our heart-

felt thanks to all those who

have sent in money, and

offered help and encourage-

ment. Going monthlY is a

step back, but with Your h l

und trpport i[ will be a sl
back to a well-fortified Pe..,,
tion that will be a towerraf

strength in the tremendq''
turmoil that faces our woqlf '

in the year: to come. *

Every cloud...
However, all is not doom and

gloom. The announcement of
our problems six months ago

brought forth many expressions

of dismay and offers of concre-

te help with production and dis-

tribution - proving that our
readers find IV useful and
sometimes even indispensable.

This vote of confidence has

given a big boost to morale
here! We will be taking advan-

tage of all the offers of concrete

help.

Furthermore, fortnightlY or
monthly, the time had come for

A Gla new start for International
O 3 Viewpoinr. In recent years, the

THE WINTER 1992 issue of
lnternational Marxist Review
focuses on combatting current
attacks on Marxism:
I The pro-capitalist ideological
offensive and its limits
I Can there be socialism in

"complex societies"?
I Postmodernism, difference
theory and feminism
I Crisis of French Marxism
I Legacy and prospects for the
U.S. left
I Women, political parties and
positive action: Fourth lnternational
World Congress resolution
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