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Working class, party and revolution
The South African Gommunist Pa uestions its histo
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r
ttre l-atin American Stalinist crrrenl A few years later, the Argentine CP also made a

plfcriticism in which it rereated on tlre cmdest aspects of its stagist positions.

AII rhis was made necessary by the objective strengtlr of the rise of anti-capitalist
qm,rkers'demands, by the effecs cf t]re Cuban and Nicaragu?n revolutions. But this crit-
ical rerhinking has not changed the course of history. The Salvadoran CP ha-s remained a

minor partner in the Farabundo Marti Front (FMLIU and the Argentine CP has split and

is weakened. It is ttrus very difficult for these parties to go back on several decades of
Stalinist tradition. One question leads to anofter, and from one thing to another - it is
ttre whole history of their leadership which is put into question. The semi-self-criticisms
just exacerbate the internal crisis.

Conc!uslon
It is going to appear more and more that it is not si;ply the question of the "revolution

by stages" which is the only framework to these questions. Slovo is t4,rng tc make clear
the new political "profile" of the CP within the Chartist current by putting the emphasis

on the pcrspective of the stnrggle for socialism "without a Chinese wall". But the other
question is related to the idea that the party (the SACP for Slovo) and the working class

are two interchangeable elements: the party represe.nts the class; the worters' vai-,guard

will, by this very fact, identity with the party; the socia! hegemony of tlre claqs will takc
shape in the political hegemony o[ the party, and so on. As if the class delegated ils .ro-

cial weight to thc party, or as if tlre party "representetl'' the clas.s in abstract. This is a
false conception. It substitutas a mechanistic and ma:-,ipulatory link for the dialecticai
link between the class and rts vanguard (in the form o[ one Dr more rcvolutionary
organizations).

Tnis is why it is easy to be sectarian and divisive in the name of the unity of the par-
ty. Vertical, partial unity, put fonvard by the Chartist ctrrrert in these last few years, can-
not allow [rr tire real unity of the workers' movemcni as such. It proca;ds by exclusivily
in thc camp of me workers in thc nAmc o[ an incrlrrert stqcrimln.sitnn of wrlrkcrs' urrity

and brmd democratic unity. But this can only be ju.stified in letting it trc undcrst(xxl that
in the last analysis it is.the CP which symboliz.es thc prescnce o[ the working class.
Those who do not accept this schcma will thus be ttrcm.sclves declarcd not only outsidc
the unitcd front, but objcctivcly outsidc the working class. Thus thc excommunication
of the "pctty bourgeois". "economistic" currcnt.s, trying to crccl a clerss divide where in
fact there are g>lilical disagrecrncnLs.

The writings of tlrc SACP which, sincc the heginning o[thc 1980s, havc rcgularly
come back to the qucstion of sLagcs, arc an attcmpt to answcr qucstions that have bccn
forced on them by the real proccss of thc social struggles in South Africa. From this
point o[ view, the gradual cvolution corrcs;nnds to thc crisis of thc political current to
whicn the SACP bclongs, thc proSovict comillunist currcnt, forgcd in thc Stalinist tra-
dition. Its securrianism has fic se!"nc r(x)t, hut it is a scparatc problcm, with its own logic
and is cwn function. The unintcrruptcd revolution Slovo urlks about nceds a party. But
this pnny must Lrc ,irc uroduct o[ it^s timc. How it is to bc built rcmains an opcn qucstion,
to be dlscusscrl. Btrt a scctarran lirojcci cannot bc thc substitutc for it.

it ,s impcssiblc to trlth advr;caic thc unintcmrptul prolerarian rcvolution, sccking to
win ovcr tfrous:nds of worktrs i.nd young people who travc gone through their own ex-

I€ricnces in the last few r'cflrS, and at thc s.rmc time simply propose rhat they join the
.SACP. The dcvelopnrents in South Al'rica raise thc qucstion o[ a new historical cy-
ile, new fornrs o[ ttrganizatit''it and... a ncw programmc. I'he rcvolutionary workers'
partl"cannoi hc thc rcsult of a simplc growth ol thc SACP.

()ihcr lc,i;urrcnLs ere alsr;:-'ying ir, f irrti tiic road to buildine thc party. Theircfforts
and;.hcir rcsults show that Sloro'.s party c(xs n,r[ hovc a rnon()p(rly orr this concern and
tiris work. Thc ;;criod !o comc rvili bc rich in tlrscussion anr! &ssc.ssnlcnt o[ the last five
years. Sicvr':'s pamnhlcI allt)ws u.-i io, nott- ti':at, ticspitc thc classic anti-'l'rrxskyist al.tacks
made by hi.s nr(,vernclrt. i'calrly sccnr: to h: grushinrl thc genci'll sccretarv ol thc SACP
hirnscill() sily rr: his own fitsliit,n thrtt;1s ttllt hr\ ()rtlnrz:tlrr),r \\'oirl,.l h;rvc'clrsl rrrrl A lcrv
ycars ago rls "'l nlLskt'is,,ir" *
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