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IBB,S two-party solution

rfl F.N. Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida. also
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p.rr ffr.i. i. ,o other way to erplain his constant

attempt to intmde into our national ps1'che after

mling the country for eight inglorious years. The

former military president, as he labelled himself
then, never misses an opportunity to show how
relevant he is even though histrtry can't support that
delusion. The recent merger of major opposition
poiitiurl parties to fomr the All Progressives

Congress provided a good opporllnilv fcrr him.
"iBB okays merger of political pafiies, insists

on t14? party rysten1", was thi: heaclline in one

rler,\.spaper a ferv weeks ago. The iepofi seemed tr,r

have gone unnoticed by the horde of news junkies

antl conrnrentators on Nigr'ria. It nas expedcd"
I don't knolv anyone ottt there ro,'ho hasn't grov"n

near4 of Iiabangida and lr,irat he has to sa],'itbout
the political ancl social trajecton'ofther countrv. ["or

hinr, thc nrerger talk is a vindicaliort of hrs tr'r''ti irar!'
philosoph-r'lrhir:h he beiieves "i: the bcst ;rllitiriri
optiorr tiir I'ligelia".

"i4riren I intloduced a t'.ro1at1' sisllti,, 1-ou

people said I arrl a stilclirr-, 11()'11,'yilrl ilal,,'s,,:t'll r.','li!

I rr'en*. iix-a hr'o-paftv sr-rlem. I ant iiai:1r" fcr the

cincrgencr' t-rl'tlr: APC. It is :l '-r'clcrlllttr poiiti''al
dr-\'rL4rnlelt''. IlilJ ui-rttd"'lhe self-shlcd evil genirrs

lu, sinre ,ionr: aireari to expand on his tr,rro-uarlJ

tlrtllr'. 'filurigh l for.rnding, niember cri the i'uling
ilcllrle-s I)er;rocretic Fartr', B:ri-,4-ngitla :;:rid iie irnd

nrit nrade up his nrind on the political pitrti ti.i urtc
ilr i:r :tili5. rinrl tliat hr'or,as lc;rttittq lrlt';ixi vol.itlg

tbi lilt r\Ptl. "l iiiile r:nouglt ilint i,r-, think and i aur

lirilli.iu, irrttt, thei, *ili lrr: anxutr:t t(.) co11ic and see

trc''. irr: llc;tsi ttl.
"l;urt ,-r iilm believer iir a fr'r'rrpar! slstent anci

i also slirtlied the emergettce of politiod paities in
Ihis r"ountn, iniurediatell, aftei' iirtk'ptndeni:e and

it shows that this country will be
heading fbr a hvo-party system",

Babangida said in his familiar
fit of self-adulation. "When we
uere doing it in 1989, some of

you wrote us in the media that, no it is going to
be one Christian pafty, one Muslim parly, then
you said, it is going to be one northem and one

southern party- and it did not u'ork and everybody

blended. The chaiman of the National Republican

Congress rnas Chief Tom Ikimi, the chairman of
Socitrl Dernocratic Partl'was Babagana Kingibe and

everybody tvas iu one ol the other; you just have

to have an accommodation". If y'ott hare problems

comprehending this balderdash, )'ou are in good

compan],. Finally, Babangida rerninded us that as

a Nigerian he had "a right to vote for any canclidate

of his choice," never mind the fact that he denied
nrillions of Nigeriarrs uiho votecl on,lttne 72, 1993,

the benefit oftheir vote.

.A.sktd wir,t, iie orchestratet{ t}re relrrlri il'
Oluseg.rn Obasirniu kr rtle Nigeria again in l99r;,

the ,selt:st\,'led llvil Genius saiil, "The ncecl to save

Nigeria frorn a lc.,oming cri-sis gave rise to bringing
bacli Obasanio". r\ecording to ltir.n, "tr{e liave ti-r

sinipliil' r lot of thirrgs uithout going bar:k tti u'ha[

hapirerre,J b*:iirir:; tlli,: eniergence t.r1' Obasanjo came

about rs ii resuil- i)f i'ihat irappeneil in th': cortntn;
the cor-url i' ,,^";rs il it vcn'set'ioits cr;,sis atlrl u'c harl

io tirr,.l ihi' .;r:lrtlit.itt ll tlicse problt'trt: ,tt'tti thert'ill i'
1,\e nrcrll'(l il k'a,-ltr knolvrr itr the cottrtttr', r'r'e tlitl
not iicli*.: iir filisiing stxtrt:ho,-1r",^"ito is ltirt liltttt't-t;

so, rvl kxrlied 1i'lr a trtan ivho lias been iuvt.;lved

in the irffairs of tiis countrt'. lvho helii positions

either iu the uiilii.arv r-;r'in the cabinet artti u'ho lias

certiiin beiiei,s about Nigclia. Norv. all ril rts thai
r,vere trailtrd as soidiels, liiert is one beiicf thiLt votr

carnott;:.kt arvrir'fi'r.,t-n rts; r,r'e trelit:ve itt thi-q couutn'
ber:ausg tlri,r is part of oLrr tiaining. Wc fbuglrt ftll
thi-q coiurti-i, sil u'hen i'olt ltavt a situiititut like that,
r,o,r neerl a icader ihat has all tirese attributes arid

quite fianklv, he r.lnickh, cailie to mind".
What Ilairangitla failed to ntention was his role in

the clisis tli:tt li:11 111 fi;iq1in.l Oh;rs;,tn jn,rtt liigrrier;s.

It is important we deconstruct IBB because ue, as

citizens, are central to understanding his neu{ound
penchant for democracy and the mle of law. For

those too ),oung to remember and those r.l'ho

have conveniently forgotten, IBB was the military
president of NigeriafromAugust 27, 1985 toAugust
e7, 1993. He claimedheoverthrewtheMuhammadu
Buhari regirne for its highhandedness even though,
as Chief of Army Staff, he wa,s very much a patt of
the regime.

IBB immediatebembarked on a charm offensive

by abrogating Decree 4, the anti-press law of the

Buhari regime. He {leed the ht'o journalists that
had been imprisoned under the decree. He also

released from prison Second Republic politicians

who had been.jailed by his predecessor. He insisted

on betrg called president. His desire was granted.

Babangida launched a transition programme to
return the country to civil rule. By the time he was

through n'ith the media and Nigerians in general

eight 1,1'x15 later, one editor, Dele Giwa, had been

letterr-bon.rbetl to smithereens, severa-1 military
officers executecl, hunclreds of anti-SAP and pro-

democracy activists murderecl, a presidentierl

elrr:tion annulled and the country left prostrate and
priurised iis never before.

IEB achieverl notorieq,for his transition, one of
the !ongest, the mcsterpensire (grlping ovelN4obn
;Lt the time) arrd certiiinli, the most cotlrolittetl

tnlitical lrar:sition the r,r'orlil has rritnesscd. As l
prehrcle, he set up a Political Bttreritt trl:rtlc up of
sonre of thc fittest mintls thr: countryhatl prodtrced.
'I'he bureart canre up lvith a clocurnent which IBB
tossed into the r,vaste bin. He then set out to do

things his own r'vay, based on his fanciftrl stuc\ and

knoivledge of the h\Gpartv system.

He set np hto political parties, the SDP and the

NRC, the foln.rer "a lit{e to the l-eft" and ther latter,
'"a little o the Riglrt"'; lruilt tr,i,'o national secretariats

for the parties, twci secretariats in each state antl

tl,r.o secretariats in eaclt local goverrnmeut. Alter
banning those he termecl "old breed politicials", he

then proceeded to assign politician." to each partv
based r.rn his u4rims. It lvas a grancl vision. except

that it u,as not meant to be. Torl.ri', those edifices,

where they have not been taken over by "stnaft"

Nigerians, are horne to rodents and "area boys".
I have gone this far to shon'rvhat Babangida

did when he had the golden opportunity to set

the country on the right path. The high point of
his infamous transition was the June rz, 1993,

presidential election non by Moshood Abiola who

was later murdered while in detention. On ,Iune

23, Lgg3, IBB, through his goons, announcecl the

annulment of the election. On Augttst 27, 1993,

exactly eight,vears after he seized prltl'ei', Babangida
"stepped aside", leaving his evil alter ego, Sani

Abacha, in charge. The rest, as they say, is history.

June rz this year nrarla the zoth anniversary of
Babangicla's lailed cliabolical hvo-paity exileriment.
The country has come full circle. 'l'he reninants of
thatperlidious era, incltrciing David X'Iark, lvho now

holds court as the Senate Presiclent ofthe Irecleral

Repubiic, call the shots in our so-called democratir:
older.

Ilabangida's recent outbrtrst is a sad renliniir:t'
of tlie tme character o{ the Nigerian siatel ir state

built on a teeling of entitlenrent. "I'r'..o ciecades afirt'
he and his coltorls annulleC ilte rovt'rt'ign n'ill of
Nigr:r'ians, IBB unabasliedlv tellr: lr.r lhrrt thcl'dic'l it
tg -car'(' lis trorn g'.r:-sr.[,e.,. 'l'lr ir lr ,,,ilr:r] lf rittitltrlent
thlt ;ral"res lFlR rrrrri ii!s illi tlrirrli lltt'r'iillt ir dilirri.'
t'ig1rf tri iriiu ot tletel'ttritte t,'lto slroi;lil t'ule trs is

oirr grcat.est untloilg lls a ttrition" Ilahnngiiil, iir hi:
wisdom, hanr,lpir:ked Oirasr.l.j,-r r'utlttttit caring lvilal
majorih' cf Nigeriitns tJ'roright or {ch. ,\iit'r' tiglrt
nrinous voars, ()Lritsart jl seit'i'k'rl i.,tt't:tl-it Yltt',\rht:l
to sLtcceed him. 'lixitrr', tr'c atr' tctiirli v' itir lrlt otklitv
u,e never bliri{;rinttii tirr.

Illil's sins arc fillnleri]ils. It nra,y be utti:iraritable

to holil ono person respt)rtsibli: fc:- the f r{)Lieilil {}i

rr r.ia[iort: hiit Ino;"e tit;rn anf irt-rt: r,l]se, Bailnngirli:

origlii {o i;rlii' iltt'lrt,11',i'-;i i:i:t:rr,r iirt ilrr L:Lil't'r.ill

rt isis l;tt iltg iiir' r':rttlti ti. liltlit"lp" .ir,,ilrJ pir;ls'.:

k'll hirtt tillll tht'iotlltltliolt ll litr',\l'( is ltt'i ;ti;i"tl
Nigeria operating li t14() patlv svstcttt. lt rs alxrtri lr

rnuctrt greater need u'hich IBB tloes nr-rt ancl trtltrltl
pir-rbahlv ner'er unrlerstand.
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