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Let's negotiate Nigeria

'There is nothing accfusiue in the tenn, unity ; unity
for Nigeia holds otrt the best chance for prcgress
whmthfltuttitg is auniry of purpose mther thanthe
present hollou apprcach to unitg for the mke of unity.
For mity to be meaningftl, it hcs to be aeatiue, not
theunity af Jonahinthewhalebutthewtfu of Holy
matrimong. The fust cnn only lead to defecation, the
seandtopro'eation".

-Clailaouemeka Oannegau Ohfawt

fhave ju-d finished work on a ncw book titled, Ngeria

I is Negotiable. Its release is schedded to coincide
Iwith the zoth aruriversary of the June 12. 1993.
presidential election won by"Chief Moshood Abiola.
I\{any of us know how t}rat experiment wrder the gap
to ithed dictator, Gen. Ibrahim Babangida, ended. But
thi,t is a topic for another essay.

It is the title ofthe book that is ofinterest here. I
chose the title dehberately, to stir debate; but it is also

a reaffirmation of my conviction about where our dear
cormtry is headed and vdrat needs to be done. At no
time since I became politically conscious more than
three decades ago have Ibeen asworriedas I amtoday
about Project Nigeria.

y/hat is wonying is not so much the demands of
variow groups who seek to tear the muntry apart, but
the hypocrisy and haf-heartd response ofthose who
are in a position to save the looming calamiy. That
we are still debating whether there is a nadon, almost
roo years after the corurtry was created and 53 years of
political independence is emblematicof a countrymired
inadeepcrisis.

I take that back There is really no debate about the
fuhue of our country. What we have are platitudes,
threats and a presupposition that one way or another,
things will work out. If we had any meaningfrrl debate,
perhaps, we would have come to the inevitable
crmdusion that there is so much wrong witir Nigeria
and that if rae do not deal with the cancer of disunity,

it will metastasise and consume the
country.

hesident Goodluck Jonathan,
like all nrlers before him, has had
occasions to talk about the vsxed

issue of national unity, the mcst recent being in
September zorz during the national summit and rally
for peace, unity and development organised by the
Nigeria labour Congess.

"I agree with other speakers that we cannot talk
about cannibalising and bal<anising Nigen4" the
President said. "I thinkthose who are thinking thatway
want to be kings in tiny islands, because I believe from
thelittle I lmowthatNigeriais still rated as a countryto
Iookat gfobally. It's notbecausewe produceoil andsome
pmple think it's because of our oil. One small country
with less than ro million populationproduces more oil
than Nigeria. So it is not the oil, it is not the rast land.
What is the land space of Nigeria compared to Sudan?
So, any person who feels that theyjust want to stay as

one nation, jus want to be king without hard work
Theywill not get i! because Nigeriawill not divide'.

How many times have we heard the glib talk
'Nigeria will not divide" or "the unity of the country is
non-negotiable"? Of course, if it were as simple as the
President imagined, we lvould not spendvaluable time
and space on the issre. It seems people talk about the
unityof Nigeriathewayit suits them. Formany, itisthe
unity of Jonah in the belly of the whale

Itisourinabilitytoconfrontthisunhealthymitythat
is our greatest undoing. There is something troubling
about the structure of Nigeria which enplains why we
cannot achieve mudr no matter how heLrd we ty to
"move the countryforrard", to use theweaselwords of
orupoliticians.

While not excusing mmrption and the perfidy of
the ruling dass, we can conveniently argue that the
monumental comrption going on in the country, the
violation of human rights, tle contempt for nrle of
Iaw and widespread injustice are all tied inexonbly to
the struchre ofthe county. So, ue need to go back to
basics. In a sentence, we neal to negotiate Nigeria. This
has become imperative in the light of the "dear and
present danger".

Everyday, we hear war drums, tlreats and counter

threats. Afewdays ago, leaderoftheNiger Delta Peoples

Volunteer Force, Alhaji Mujaheed DokuboAsari, while
reactingto the faeoffbetween President Jonathan and
Govemor Rotimi Amaechi of Rivers State vowed that,
'Therewill be no peace, not only inthe Niger Delt4 but

ifGoodluck Jonathan is not the president
by zor5, except God takes his life, which ue do not pray
for".

"Jonathan has unintemrpted eight years of
two tenns to be president, according to the Nigeria
constitution," Dokubo-Asari added. 'We must have
our unintemrpted eight years of two tenure. I am not in
support of any amendment to the mnstitution that will
reduce the eiglrt years".

ffthisis notadeclarationofu,aragainsttheNigerian
state, I do not know what is. But that is the nature of
our democracy. Our votes do not count; thqrhave never
counted. I do not lcrow whidr mnstitution Dokubo-
Asari is refening to, but the 1999 onstitution which
PresidentJonathansworetoupholddoesnotguarantee
an automatic "unintemrpted eight years of two temue"
for anyNigerianno matterwhere thqrcome from.

We used to talk about the hegemony of the three
dominantetlrricgroupsinthecountry.Thatisnolonger
the case. ffyouthought Dolarbo-Asari was merelybeing
mischievots, perhaps you missed tlie memo by the
Special Adviser to the President on Niger Delta, and
chairman, presidential amnesty prograrnme, fingslq,
Kuku, who lastweekwamod of "dire consequences in
the Niger Deltaif hesidentJonathanis not re-elected".

Speaking at a session with officials of the US State
Deparfnent led by the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State (Bureau of African Affain), Donald Teitelbaum,
Kuku was reported to have said, "Only Jonathan can
guarantee peace in the restive rcgion and hene, the
compelling need to persuade him to seek reelection in
2015.

"However if we allow anything to hurt the peace in
the Niger Delta, Nigerias economywill be
and enersrsecurityinNigeria andevenAmericawill not
be guaranteed. The attention and interest ofthe US in
Nigeria must remainthe stabilityof the Niger Deltaand
the easiestwayto ensure this is to encourage President
Jonathanto complete an eight-yearterm."

What kind of prcsident instigates war against his

own people? It is only a president that does not have
faith in*re mrurkyhe governs. Of couse, if we uphold
the right ofone grrcup to wage war againstthe state, we
camot, for any reason, deny same to other groups. That
is whythe planned uial of members of the Movement
for the Actualisation ofthe Sovereign State of Biafia for
treason must be rasisted.

We may dismiss Dokubo-Asari, but it is difficult
to fault his assertion that 'The zor5 general elections
would 'define and decide' the existence of Nigeria'.
That much was confirmedbythe statement creditedto
FaroukAdamuAliyl a former member ofthe House of
Representatives and the zorr Congress for hogressive
Change, govemorship candidate in Jigawa State who
warned a few days ago thag "It is either aNortherner a-s

president in zo6 ortherrwillbe no more Nigeria".
"I,et me also usethis opportunityto sayonbehalf of

us in the north that nobody has monopoly ofviolence
and that onbehaHofthe people of northem orlraction,
thereshallbenooneNigeriaifanorthernerisnotelected
prcsident of this muntry, because politics is a game of
numbers andthe Ijawpeople are not up to one million
or two million or even five million," Aliyu said.

In "response" to DokuboAsari, Aliyu put fomard
a faulty argument which is as qrnical as it is troubling.
The fact that the "Ijaw people are not up to one million
ortwo million oreven five million'does notin anyway
vitiatethedghtof anljawmanto emerge as presidentof
Nigeria or reelected as president of Nigeria" What about
other Nigerians who are not Iiaw or Northemers? fue
theynot entifled to be president ofNigeria?

Before now, weheardfromthepeoplewhopromised
to make Nigeria "ungovemable" if President Jonathan
won the zorr election. Clearly, our problem as a nation
is much graver than we are willing to admit.

Rather than worrying about reelection in zol5,
PresidentJonathancanetdrhis nameinhistoryandsave
Nfuia by facilitating a prccess for'fue the people" to
have a meaningflrl debate about the futurc of Nigeria"

The President seems fortunatetobe in chargewhen
the countrycelebrates rooyears of amalgamation. What
an arspicious moment to negotiate Nigeria. Forget
comrption, forget elerhicity, forget infrashuchre. You
need to have a nation forthese things to work

I hope it is not asking fortoo muchl


