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SPECIAL ]NTERVIEW WITH ETHIOPIAN LEADER

'...Africo con withstond

imperiolist int gues'I

n
illengistu

The'General Secretary of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia Golonel

Mengistu Haile Mariam recently gave an interview on wide ranging

subiecB. We reproduce excerpts of therinterview:

oresrion: whar are the aims ol the ::ij ilt3'3.t;ff;"1;'; 
yff:i':fi"i;

foreig; policy aclivily ol socialisl l,?,ni, on the road fo success.
Ethiopia al preseni! Ou, ,es.ttlu.enf programme, still the

Angwer: Ethiopia's foreign policy is t"ro.t of criticism by our enemies, has

based on lhe time-tested principles ol 
"lrladv 

qiven unmistakable indications
respect for sovereignly, territori.al in- ;h;;-;' *iif Uu a going eoncern The

tegrity and non-inlerlerence in the in- ,o]ia intr"rtrrcture we have laid and

teinal aff airs of- !la{es, mutually ad- tn-. 
-*".hanired 

. {atms put at {he dis-

vantageous cooperalioir wilh all stales 
"*;f "f 

lhe'seltlers gave them the as-

on thl basis of equalily and the non- Irr*." o{ a betfer lile for themselves

use of force in the seftlemenl of dis- u.J +f't"ir children. We owe this posi-

puies tive development to the dedicalion
Our loreign policy rests on lle twin 

"nJ 
frora work of orir people-workers;

pillars o{ proletarian internalionalism peaspnlsandintellecfual:.
and peaceful coexistence. wl .orta hardly have 'a<'hieved so

We give. special emphasis.to losier- much without the generous assistance
ing good-neighbourliness and coopera- 

"f ,"n, countries and donor agencies'
fion,.and to bringing about peace in fni, 

".ri.tun.. 
formed the crucial sup-

our region. We also aitach great, im- otement to our own effort ln ihis con-

porlanie to the strengthening of A{- [ii;;, I wish to thank the people'

rican unity and cooperating in the ef- 
""r.rn*"n+ 

and party of the Soviet

forl to eilricate our continenl from inion t"r their generous {raternal as-

ecor-rgmic backwardness and under- iriJ".. t" our p-eople in lheir hour ol

devliSpment' Ethiopia also actively n."d.
slrives lor the maintenance of inferna- -iut 

lhe impact of the drought is nol

iionul p.".e and security. ,"i .o1npt.t"ly removed. A' maior

clueslion: whal progresl has been ii"'+t'rit" ih" ont' fhal has slruck

made in carying o't ri"-riogtantme ol eii[-pr" has effecls thal can hardly be

ffi;'i;#"iiiilt"PoliliialBureau ;;;;'" in davs or months' verv

;i;il 
';;;t"l 

Lomminee ol lhe work' o!1en' a couple 'of' 
lean vears'' have lo

ers' Parly ol Elhiopia to overcome lhe bi endured unfil the consequences are

consequences ol the drought and lo done away wilh'
solve lhe lood probleml 

-orr-tong-t"tm obiective is fo elimi-

Answer: I must say that considerable t"iJ"^f i'rirre 
. 
recurencq of food-

progress has already been made. Es- i.lrtii ifiu"ti"ns in our counfry' That

senfially, the programme consists ol ;;;;" spelled out as- th-e development

savin! lives by providing immediaie ;; l; ";essary 
capabililv to wilhstand

relief assisfance, rehabilitafing the vic- *" irnp"ir ;{. cyclicat ,. droughl and

tims of the drought as much as possible ii."riv [r""t lhe cycle.itself' This would

in *he a{f licted areas and'reseftling parl i;;"il"' among ol'her things' increasing

"i ir,",r.*,,* 
in *," r'"Jir' ""it lr't"'" Hr:;:i'::';|ffit,r[: 'ii"ff-fl:""-' counlrY.' We have managed to miligate the o"'*"t *a an effective programme of

harmful e{fects of the diciught, The liri-o*."t"I rehabilitafion' with a

death toll .o{ lhe hungry has been h.alt- ;;try-il;i has already Proved its worth

ed. The shellers that weri once packed lna'" tt"r+"orking peoPle' we are

with thousands of droughl vicfims are *o" th"n sure that we can give an

almost totally abandoned' ln a perlod ta";i""tt t"tponse to lhis maior chal-

;';;;; ;;;,oonit',,-''" have resenled 'lense'

2

Colond lftalirtr thlh tbrirm

Ouestion: Wcslcrn ProPaganda Pre'
senls the Erilrean separafisls as lighlers

lor some righleous <ause. Ihis was

rellected in lhe recenl speech in the

U.N. ol lhe head ol the U.S, Administra-

lion. Whal is yorrr opinion oi such prep'
aganda and what are ihe prospecls lor
resolving lhe nalionalities queslion in

your counlry, parlicularly in conneclion

with the preparation f or the establish-

menl ol lhe PeoPle's Democratic Re'

public'ol EthioPial
Answer: To coniend ihai the bandits

in Eritrea are i oh+ ro ior a righfeous

cause is to condone brigandage and

lerrorism. This musi be ciear io every-

one in the West. including ihe head of

the U.S. Admin stration. You see, the

crim nal act against the national unify

of Eihiopia has become a booming
mult million-dollar business run by im-

perialism and reaction. lt has provided
job opportunity for those who are cold-
blooded enough to murder their own

brothers and sislers in exchange {or

ihick wads ol dollars and sumpiuous

villas in Europe and ihe Middle East'

Such a lucrative offer cannot buf affract

mqtcenaries and assassins.

Despite the destructive acts of these

elemenfs who are hostile fo lhe people,

we have not refrained from seeking a

Continued on P. 25
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