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From the conference room and the corridors-BEIJING+5 
NEGOTIATIONS: SETIOUS

Risks and Disturbing Repetitions
fFh. meeting of the Preparatory Committee f<rr Beijing+5 ended on March

I t1,2000 with its agenda still unfinished. The negotiations during the

I preceding rwo weeks were painfully slow and subject to endless delays and

delaying tactics. \X,4rile a small minority within the Group of 77 dragged their heels

on women's rights, some Northern deiegations were, as usual, hard on the economic
issues. The tendency of some governments, during the conferences of the 1990s, to

hold progress towards women's rights and gender equaliry hostage to traditional
South - North battles over resources was evident yet again. This time around, this

problern was compounded by inexperienced chairing of many key sessions, and

apparentlv inadequate technical support from the Conference Secretariat for the
nesoriations. Having participated in a decade of UN negotiarions of difficult and
:: ni::rrious issues. the inabilin, to move the negotiations forrvard u'as painfullv
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r:roiani of .,r'hat had happened at Beijing. One of DA\\N's ream. ibr insrance, ',r as

startled ri hen she was asked naively by one of the 'Family button people ' r.r'hat the

PFA stood for on her badge which said "I support the PFA"!'*4ren asked if she had

ever heard of the Beijing Platform for Action, she said she hadn'tl These bumbling
conservative storm-troopers wouid have been amusing if they had not also resorted
to more intimidating tactics.

What was going on?

Condemned to Sisyphusian Action?
In some ways, the slowness of the negotiations at this stage is nothing new.

For those of us who have been participating in the conferences of the 1990s, there

are at least two precedents for the current situation,
In March 1995, the fina1 Prepcom before Beijing rvas in disarray. By its end,

the conference rooms were empty and rvomen activists rvere roaming the corridors in
distress. Meanwhile the draft text being negotiated - rvhat rvas finally completed as

the Beijing Platform for Action - was bristling u,ith square brackets, including on the
term [gender]lNevertheless, the negotiarions were resumed and the text of the PFA
negotiated. However, differently from VIarch 1995, we do not have five months
untii September to restore sanity to the current process. Between now and the UN
General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS) in earlyJune, there are less than 70
days.
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DAWN lnforms is publlshed three times a year by Devetopment Alternatives with Won-ten for a New Era (DAWN) as a network-ing toot
for its members. DAWN is an autanomous inter-regional organisation of the South which acls as a network and catatyst advoiating
alternative development processes that emphasise fhe basic su ruival needs af the wortd's people, pafticutarty Third Wo'rtd women and
their children. Subscriptions: Free to women based in the South. Friends based in the Nofth are asked to make an annual minimum
contribution of US$2A.00. Subscrfuers p/ease notify us of any change of address by cantacting the Comrnunica-

' tians officer, seona smi/es, email: smi/es_s@usp.ac.fj; sr fax DAWN on (6T9) 314TT0.
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Tel/Fax: (246) 4374235
Email: Pan@caribsurf.com
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