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and deepen understandmg of these linkages. In the ICPD process,
DAWN linked economic justice and an enabling environmentas the key to
gender justice; in DAWNs Political Restructuring and Social Transformation
work leading to the World Summit on Social Development, the links were

~made between economic justice, democracy and governance, The panellists
expanded on these linkages in their papers on the paradoxes facing feminist -
strategists.
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Paradoxes for Gender in the Social Movements :
Gigi Francisco spoke about DAWN’s ongomg mterrogauon of
he paradoxes that challenge the women’s movement at the
present conjuncture, which she said springs out of a
| perspective constituted along three interactive core ideas.
“The first is ‘women’s agency’. As feminists, women’s
autonomy and self-determination are core values to our
empowerment and to our struggle in reforming gender power relations as |
these are embedded in power compacts found in institutions and social ey
relations. For usin DAWN, the women’s movement is not just about women
per se. Our analysis and advocacy~is about freemg women as constructed,” :
disciplined and ob}ectmed beings, and nurturing our agency in both private |
and public spaces. Moreover, gender power inequity cannot be separated out
from but is entangled with other power inequalities. Thus, it is futile to address
~ gender issues singly, exclusively and in isolation from other struggles against
unjust and undemocratic power systems. /
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