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EBmoRIAt
Introducing the Nigerian
Partnership for Safe
Motherhood

h this maiden edition of
the newsletter, it is my
pleasure to introduce the
Nigerian Partnership for
Safe Motherhood (NPSM).
NPSM was conceived af-
ter four Nigerians at-
tended an International
Leadership Training
Course on reproductive
health in Califomia, USA
in 2001. At that meeting,
the Nigerian participants -
Professor Bene Madu-
nagu,ProfessorFEOk-
onofua, Hajia Mairo Bello,
and Dr Nike Adeyemi -
made a presentation on
the high rate of maternal
mortality in Nigeria. It

was revealed that Nigeria
currently has one of the
highest rates of maternal
mortalify in the develop-
ing world. Available sta-
tistics indicate that Nige-
ria accounts for nearly
10% of current estimates
of global matemal deaths.
Following discussions
among the group, it was
agreed that a multi-
sectorial approach as well
as tl\e formation of partner-
shry between alt stake-
holders holds the key to ef-
fective programming to re-
duce the high rate of ma-
ternal mortality and pro-
mote safe motherhood in
Nigeria.


