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Bravo! New Horizon
I X:rr Flditor,

Xirnlf' permit nre to join the tecnring

crou,d of NLW HORIZON's readers' club
all over the couqtr-y to commend your
Louragcou$ stand during the trial of Chicf
tiani lrawehinmi at the 'fransition 'to
( ivil Rule ?ribunal.

You deserve more commendation forl
berng. one and the only niagazine to stand
against all odds to intcrvieu,and publisltdd
.rll fae ts u ith rrhich the "scnior Advocatc of
trttsses" exposed some of the atrocitic's
cor'r)nitted by General Babangida's one-nlail
.\l It('and his juntas ruling elites.

The imrnesurable speed v/ith which
{l;t' (hief's interview had helped to educate
t ire entire Nigerian populace cannot b€

.1''scribed because it had actually proved

'.hrt "the worst civilian administration is

iar better than the best military arJministra-
tiori,"
t For lnrtance, there had always been
some hidden facts between the military
and sivilians rvhich had never been thrown
into public dcbate and that is what one can
rigiltll' tcrn,ed as 'Jutlgment in a haste."

It is verv nruch doubtful if all civilians
fully untlerstand thc essence cll high-morale
to .the military. It is the higlr-nrorale in the
ntilitary that propels military administra-
ticn to tip civilians into mine-helds without
a wink ol recognising dangers entailed.

'Ilrerefore if you defiate the morale
of a soldier, then you have drained him of his
lilc, u;ith rvhich you can grab initiative
front hirn. In tiis case, to the militarl,
adntinistrations, high-nrorales are the

Dear Editor,

I must commend you on. tbe last edition

of your magaztne, on the happening in
Eastern Europe. The explanations given

by the Eastem Diplomats in the said edition
are very educative.

A keen obsever of contemPorarY

events would but be appalled bY the

happenings in the Soviet bloc popularly

rcferred to as Eastem Europe.

The purpose of the reforms is to
restructurc the party mechanism with a

view to paving way for greater (people's)

participation within the party, It is not
intended to abrogate socialism.

The youths having been 'indoctrined'

by their counterparts in the Westem

magical weapons for irnplement4tion of all
draconirn decrees rvith qtich thcy
rule.

Civilians rvould row appreci;1te the
military need for high-nrorale and the mili-
tiul' force to rer)ove obstacles, such as onc:
(lhicl (iani liarvehinrni had to face with
Bab'angida's rnilitary juntas, which had to
foice IllB to rally round his armed forc€s
for pep-tall:s whsncrver tlere is severe

Ittack fronr opposing forces.
Hse,' irnnrediately after 1987 religious

disturbances at Kafanchan, IBB rvas tbrced
to.term the religious disturbances as

"civilian coup" which served the President's
desire to $teer the military in high morale
hence nrilitary might have lost their 'power

urd authority.
\lith the same vein, the President tried

to conjure military morale and training
uhen the May/June anti-SAP riot of 1989
emerged. It was at the inauguration of the
fumed Forces Consultative Assembly, the
President set into motion to prove that, the
military as a group, rnust never allow itself
to be disgracdd out of porver by civilians.

Also speaking at thc C'hief of Army
Staff Conferenc€ on January 22, L990,
the President advised the military not to
accept any guilt for frequent intrusion
into the nation's politics and the consequent
interruption of the gowth of the country's
democracy, where the President in his usual
'characteristic manner made his case for
military mono_po_ly of power unassailable.
The twist in the President's speech arise

from the fact lhat his military nrorale
booster sounded like the post civil war

mrrtary seli-congratulation, The rnilitary
won the rvar of unity, the President
exclaimed, but he cdnvenbntly. forgot to
niention that the tnilitary started the war
initially.

trinally, it must be critically' analysed
whether civilian democratic founda-
tion tor 'fhird P.epublic, rvhcreby the trvo-
part)' set-up by Babangirla's dictatorship
rvhich had never been in existence in'a11,
part ol the rvorld, would be given enough
time ro be mastered or would they be
kickeci-ou b1' "banel of guns" at the first
slip as it q'as done in the case ol Second
Republic "presiLlential system?" Because
the kesident's recent pronouncemcnt as
regards rvhl milttarl should be applauded
for saving thrs counrrl , calls for a thorough
enquiry, so as to rest the case once and for
all, i.e., whether indeed the mititary poli
ticians have been a blessing or a curse to
this country.

It is infact through sucir inquiry
that we shall be able to Lnou', \r,hether it is

indeed true that, the second republic
p,esidential systent by Shag.ari's civilian
adrninistration was actualll, solely
responsible 1br the collapse of our econon)y
or previous nrilitary adtninistrations were

also responsible.
Until we have right to probe military

regimes and until the hgures are left open
to the entire masses. the military cannot go

about assaulting civilian adminisftations,
because it may tum-out that they have
caused the ruine(l of the economy in the
first instance.

G.A. TIAtvflYU
Ilorin

Social ism wlll triumPh
world, itch for greater freedom.s espe-

cially freedom of expression and move-
ment, tha"t ir, tavellirig outside their
geb-p<iliticat enclaves, The hrtf,
stucturc is so fixed and rooted in all
spheres of the polity that the communist
party dictates one's choice of leisure.

Def-rnitely, ihis deserves some
surgical reforms, if such refotms take
another form of rcvolution, then it is
because revolution is a continuous process.

A counter-revolution to reform socia-
lism is expectedly accepted but surely no
one would listen to a reactionary slogan

within the comrnunist wodd.
Hence in Polantl, Hungary, East

G€rma3y, etc, you hear of deirocratic
socialism, which means socialism has come

If communism dies, what then happens

to 40 to 70-year old tradition of free

education, free health, free employment
for all, subsidized food items, massive

housing scheme, eradication of social

cum economic ills, wit, exploitation of
man by man, juvenile deliquency, bribery
and com,rption, emb,zzlement/robbery.

.. Cornmunism cannot pave way for
capitalism agal( ftom its present monopoly

sf power to democratic rocialism.
Within the next ten 

$years, 
we shall

all see vividlv what is happening to
eom munist international.

ALUTA CONTINUA.

FRED ADEBANJO (Ho Cti Minl)
NIJ, Lagos.to
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C0MIttUllllSM: DECLINE OR REV|VALT

ALIIIOST 73 years ago, the philosophical concept of ending
exploitation of man by man by imposition of dictatorship of the

exploited over the exploiter was achieved in Russian.
According to the American journalist John Reed that deed

drook dre world. The Bolshevik Revolution led by l*nin has
become one of the undying landmarks of this century, Between
1945 and 1948 many other counhies embraced socialism allrcit in
&e wake of victorious Red Arnry. But it must be borne in mind
that such dates as 1918, 1919, 1923, etc. saw successful
communist revolutions in Eastern and Central Europe. These
revolutiors were cm$red by powerful capitalist interventions.

The new social system (socialism)" it cannot tre denied,
has bemendously brought gains to countries where it has been
practised. ftrowever, it is self+vident that many political
blundere have beee recorded and the old method of over
centralised democracy was stifling. It crcated a yawning gap
between the party and the people. This method no longer fits
today's reaiities. Therefore it must be jettisoned.

Flowever, this does not mean &e death of socialism.
Socialism is still the heart of a heartless and exploitative
socbty, it b the hqpe of the oppressed and the carressing hands
and soothing voice extended to the poor,

We have giveq much ryace in this edition to two third wmld
communist leaders: President Fidel Castro of Cuba and Joe
Slovo, General Secretary of the South African Communist
Party to srggest way forward to new and ideal socblist
construction.

Transition to Foul play

NLC, Labour Ministry Affiliate
lvho's their next target?

The South Africa of our drearn

The Crises of Socialisrn- Fidel Castro ..
The Crises of Socialism- Joe Slovo
I pity my critics
SDP. NRC mere gimmicks
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Csnra& $iam Nujoma
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