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Animal
'FartT?

intriguing literary puzzie invoiving
the work of a brilliant but obscure6eearge

Russian

$orgotten.

Orvell's "
historian named Nikolai Kostomarov

#rwell's well-known allegory, written in 1945, has always been
n'egarded as having a highly original storyline.

It appears, howeverr that at least 60 years before him, Kostomarov
(tatZ-t8gS) had used the same story in his essay "Skotsky Bunt" (The
Animal Riot).

Alt this caine to light when a Lithuanian magazine published Orwell's
book - a noticeablefirst, as it had never been read in the Soviet Union
before.

And Kostomarov's essay, published only once, has tong since been

Could George Orurrell possibly have been familiar with the work

of the Russian historian? lt's doubtful that we'll be able to find the

answer to this question today' But the two works are extraordina-

rily similar in both form and content.

This is hoyv theY comPare.

The Animrl Riot (probably written in 1879-80)'

Thele is revolutionary lerment among the animals on a farm in

tn" rirlii". Bull, the'elder at the animal farm' gives a fiery

rp"t"i.i" tpeaks about the iniustice of the power of weak but

"Lnning 
Man over the animals, and calls for an uprising'

The idea of a mutiny and the subsequent building ol a iust

society inspires allthe animals and calls them to arms' The animals

storm the manor house and are viclorious'

The pigs enioy the lirst lruits of victory as they wreck havoc in

,f," ifo*"? g"ia"n. without ilan's guidance though the animals

are unable to even enlure that therc will be enough food for them

to 
"",. 

f-mf" by liltle they movo back into their stalls' The rebellion

gradually peteB ou! and Man B back in Pos€r'

Anlm.l Frrn {written in 1915)

An oh boar named Maior at an English farm convinces the rest

ol th€ anirnab tlrat life s hard under Man's rule. His message?

kbsfionl
A rovoh rtn flarss up afbr yot rnotlier round of cruetty by the

l{ikolai Kostonrarov

Itis led bytwo pigs, the ideological successors :! v3':'-:
had died shortly before. Man is overthrown Soon ^--*:-: -'
revolutionary.regime established to uptiold justice 6eiE- : -'::
into a totalitarian regime resembling some of the rnc'e :': ': -:
dictatorships of'the early 20th century.

It almost seems that Orwell has angiieizeci Kostoqe': ' : -: !:
and written a sequel to it that was prompted by acua ?'*- = : '

the 1930s and 1940s.

Some of the ideas and turns of speech of Bull {rom Thc Armn:l
Riot and Major from Animal Farm curiously coinckJe r' :-
becomes obvious in the following cxcerpts:

KOSTOMAROV'S AULL

'Brother bulls, sisters and cow-wives"'Esteemed beasts wot- '
of a better destiny than the one whie h inexoiicabiy befeil you er:
made you a siave of tYrant Man! isr iong, iar too iong to :e
remembered by any beast, vou have been drinking irom the tuD

ol misery and are unable ro drink ocw" to :ne bottornl i )

"(...) Oh. brother butls and sister cows. tror a tong time we have

been young, immaturel But dif{erent trmes are upon us nowi We

have matured, grown up, become wiseri The hour has come to

cast ofl vile slavery and take revenge for all our ancestors

tormented by work, starved and fed repulsive feed. who

collapsed dead under whips and heavy earts, who wcre killed at

urr tormeotors. Rally with

trmhln&"
shughterhouses and torn to pieces by.
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19th CPSU Conference in
Moscow."
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