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b) Dxploring ancl clarifyinq numan rights, health and gender issues.
c) Corrrlucting l]clrrcation sessiorrs on lrealth, hurrran rights arrrl errrllower-

ment.
cl) l)isseminating new knoir,4edge on experiences and irleas about health,

human rights ancl empowerment.
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newslctter, pamphlets, books, vicleos, films etc.
0 Conducting cssay competitions on relevant topics on girls' hcalth,

human rights ancl emlrowerment.
g) I"orming (iirls'Power Initiative groups of 10 - 2O members each and a

oPI club with wide membership.
h) Net work with relevant groups.
i ) Dffective representation ancl participation in local, reqional and inter-

national fora on lssues of lrealth, human rights anrl empowet'n1ent.
j ) notcting meeting an<l counselling sessions with girls.
k) Assisting girls to iclentify ancl critically examine issues of gender preju-

dices ancl consequently clesign and implement actlons towards chang-
ing sexist social values,

PKOGKAPIFIE
(iPI has- developed curriculum for information, education and communication
(lDC) on sexuality and sexual and reprocluctive health ancl rights of
arlolescent girls' cleveloped a resourc.e center of relevant literature and materials' set up a system of networking wiLh other similar youth-serving
organisations' producecl newsletter fcr expansiun and iDC- trainecl girls ancl .personnel in areas of sexuality, sexual ancl re;>r'oduo
tive health ancl rights.- clevelol>erl anrl souicecl for II)C rrraterials for the resource center and
for distribution to members,' expancled frqm initial 2 groups of 6 - 9 ,members to 5 groups wlth
;>resent membershilt of over 2OO.- cstablishc<1 out reach in - school GPI gi'oui>s in 5 Scconclary Schqols- rnaint_ained publicity through meclia such as eleclronic and prlnl- hertef itecl frotrr external futrclirtg frorr IWHC and is <runently -expancllng

fundirig base.

STRUCT[IRE
A <:orclinator is in charge of ea<:h r:entre ancl is assisl"ecl by ;keleLal offlce
staf f.
Meetinlls and activities with the groups are held at thc offices.

is a technical comrnittee of researchers and exllerts in various
of r:oncern to the rights and health of ilirls.

to 'l rustees comllrising gencler serrsittive 1>ersohs who arc in-
ar:tlrrltirs tor positirr: chanr;? :rrh.,is,: thr: color<linators.ln

IIHAT IS CIRLS' POWEK TNITIATIVE?
(lPI is a non<lovernrnental, non-1;rofit making,, borllz ssski.g to e<;uip glirls for
develo;rment anrl grarticipatir:n, ancl conse<luently for healthy womanhoo<l.

l'he iltit-iatitr;rrn",e fr*m {he realisation lhat a serlous. ccnstrainI tc the achieve-
ment of the total crnanci;:a{.ion and inclusion of llilycrian }r.ontcn in the develol>-
menl lrrrx.ess has tlecn Lhe <liffic.ulLy of'breaking throullh thc lratriarchal norms
an<l values ini.ernalised by women'during childhood and adolescence.

GPI acl<lresses the i{$htsiaadllealth Etlucation nee<ls of girls between the ages
6f I () and 1B yeirs a cri{.ical age{roup that has .so far receivecl litfle or no
attqgtiOrf when cornpare<l with the large unmtrcrs of non - governmental an<l
go&ernrnental organisations addressing the issues of women and infants.

PHILOSOPHY: ;l'he OPI recollnlses the right of girls to survival, effective
protection, rdevelopnren t ari ti participation"

'l'he Initiative hrelieves ttrat these rights c.arrnot he achievecl in the present
circumstance where the Nigerian society hardly acknowledges their relevance.

llle furttrcr believe that achievenrent of the overall gbal of wonlens emancipa.-
tion frorn their present problems of poverty, ignorance, disease and subjugation
c.an only be fully realised if the rights of girls are protected, girls are healthy
and mohrili.sed for development.

IISS1ON: OPt is a national nrlpnisation pronrpting the health, human rights,
sexuality anel retr:ro<luctive health ancl rights and self reliance .skills ancl nee<ls
of giris especlally between the ages of 10 and 18 years from a gender perspec-
tive throuElh eriucation, information ancl communication, counselling ancl com-
munity intervention.

Orp1. 
'l he primary aim of the Girls' Power Initiative is to lrromote the rights of

girls ancl mobilise them tor development ancl participation through erluc.ation
and reievant study.

tiSiOn, A strong and empowered national I'eminist glsanisation with critical
1>erspective on social an<1 gender prejudic.es and committed to managing an<l
e<lucating girls into health3,, self reliant, 1;roductive and confi<lent women for the
achievement c;f pcsitive changes and transfbrmation of patriarchal values in
Nigeria.

-$PE CIF'tC oB JE QTI VES:.
a7 -,{sJCSSng and documenting c.urrerrt understanding and

among {.Iiris on human rights concepts, healtir issues and
mr:lit.
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For further infornration, contact:

SOUTTI EAST CENTKD:

The Co-ordinator,
GIBLS' POWEB IF{TTTATIVE,
'167 Goldie Street
P. O. Box 3663, Unical Post Office
Calabar, Nigeria, TeliFax. (234) 8T - 22OgZg

The Co-ordinator
GIBLS' POWEB, IIETTIATIVE
80 Mission Road
P. O. Box 74AO
Benin City, Nigeria
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