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IN IRAN today, there is every prospect for the continuing
development of the struggle of the masses not only against every
remaining vestige of the barbaric regime of the Shah but also for a
democratically organised soeiety whose maintenance depends on the
independent organisation of the toiling Iranian masses. Of course,
the capitalist press would have us believe otherwise. Hovrever, no
matter how harci it tries to lurnp the situation in Iran with other
Ivloslem states like Saudi Arabia and Fakistan, there is no disguising
that what we have seen in lran is a natio*al. democratic revolution
which has entailed a most incredibie levei of mobilisation of the
population. And it is this Ceep involvement of the lranian rnasses
which guarantees that it won't be an easy task to roll back the galns
that have bein made aiready.

This character of the events in lran with its enormous
implications for the projects of tl.S" imperialism has prompted the
capitalisi press to try and disc:"edi: the gains and overail goals for
which the masses have fought. The picture painied by the press is
that the Shah tried to nrodernise and v;esteririse lran, but he rvent too
rapidly. Today. we ei:e toid, there is an almightly baeklash against
iris effarts with reaetionary \tosiem lea.iJers capturing the senriment
of the masses to institute a rigid reiigious code of life. Eut nothing
could be further from the truth!

Of conrse reiigion pla.ys a rr:le in iranian events. And there are
even some l\4oslems rvho rvould iike to see a society as it erisis in
Sauili Arabia or Pakistan where thcse who drink can be subject lo
lashes of the whip; or wcrierl rvhc eommit adi;itery,, stoned: or
thieves can have their irands rci oif. Eut ii ani't.'ne tiied ro substiture
this code fcr the deonlocralic and social den:alCs of lhe masses in
Iran ioday, they wouid soor! get short shrift. il Teheran. despite
Western piess reports, the cin*rnas are ail open norv rhal ihe Savak is
unable to burn thes-l down. The grear Islarnic feature films which are
showing inclu-de such tilles as 'Superi'nan' and 'Dracula'. An arm-v
captain responsible for burning down a cinema in Ahwaz with a loss
of 400 lives, has been executed. To be sure, drink is not yet widely
available in the shops and there is a massive moral pressure against
drink. But it is available. In faci, in sorne districts it was deiivereci to
the dorr for the period of its unavailability on pubhc sale. Yet rhese
aspects of the new Islamic republic are harCly in keeping w'ith u hat
we read in the press today. Only if the present upsurge of the masses
is defeated willthe lslamic code be able to be full-v impcsed. But that
prospect is a long way off.

The action of the masses in Iran todav is far from
There is one sentiment which provides the motor force for
struggle. That is the thirst of the lranian masses for
rights. This heips ro explain why Khomeini today has the lea
of the struggle. In all of his 25 years in exile, Khomeini was
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