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The numerous problems facing Nigerian Workers, rurdrnd urban poor,today,
have their origin in politics. Therefore problems of unemployment, insecurity of
employment, retrenchment, factory closuresn high cost of living, inability to conrrol
rent, exorbitant medical care, taxation,excdsrveschool fees and all forms of depri-
vations are products of political decisions.

Thus, it becomes clear that problems of Nigerian Workers have become multi-
dimcnsional and as such cannot be resolvcd within the framework of industrial
relations practice. This is perhaps why the ongoing debate on the political future of
Nigeria is of immense importance to Nigerian workers and their trade Unions.

Our contribution to the debate for very obvious reasons conforms to the percep-
tions and uaditions of the working class movement all over the world.We have fol-
lowed with keen interest the trend of the debate so far and noted the following
positions:-
(i) That the debate is a diversionary attempt on the part of the government to lull

the nation from the existing economic problems facing the people. This school
of thought contends that it is the business of thc future civilian government to
determine what political ideology and arrangement to adopt.
This position is too simplistic and tends to confine vital political decisions to
a minute priviledged few in the name of Party politics. The debate has the advan-
tage of sensitising Nigerians to the real causes of our present Socio-political
predicament and exposes them to other options, that are d-eliberately discarded
and discountenanced by our professional poiiticians and successive governments
of the Country.

(ii) That the problem of Nigeria is not with the system, but its operators. This
argument appears illogical and seems not to be justified by the political happen-
ings since our independence. Going by that argument, it is unfortunate that
virtually all the operators of the first Civilian Republic, "first military Republic"
Second Civilian Republic were not good enough to provide good government.
It is often forgotten that all the changes in government, since 1960 were not
changes in structures and system of governmena, That being the case, the pre-
vailing political and economic system adopted since independence is responsible
for producing bad operators and as such bad government. Proponents of the idea
that, it is the individuals that are at fault and nor the system are in the main
supPorters of the statusquo and for selfish reasons will not subscribe to a change
of political and economic system in the Country, because they stand to loose
from such a change.

(iii) Some have argued that the change of sysrem which implied change from capita-
lism to socialism would usher in a system alien to our tradition and culture, in
fact they propagate that socialism is anti-religion and inhibits individual initiative
and is based on the prevention of the right to own property.

These arguments are out-dated and remind one of the picture of socialism pain-
ted by our eerstwhile colonial masters. Our socialist options would be rootcd in
Nigerian realities, and Nigerian environment and will be opereted by Nigerians
without dictation from any foreign power.
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(iv) Some contributors to the debate have deliberately decided to diverr the debate
to political arrangements,instead of indepth political innovations, concepts and
systems. Thus, political errangements like Diarchy, parliamentary, presidential,
zeto-puty system, communaiism etc. are being suggested as solutions to our
socio-economic problems.
These arangements could exist in any political system including the present
neo'colonial capitalist system, without providing any solution to the other causes
of our problems.
It is hardly remembered that we have had Diarchy as an arrangement of govern-
ment during thi first Military Republict'- 1966 - 79 and even now in the'tecond
Military Republic'l Diarchy has always been partnership of the military with the
political class they claimed to have overthrown. It is definitely inconcievable, if
supporters of Diarchy will support the Diarchy of the Military and the working
class partnership.

(v) Other contributors plaguedbythe bourgeois North-South contesr for power and
exclusive zones of influence have raked up the idea of rotational presidency as
basis for national stability. This notion, to say the least, portrays the national
bourgeoisie as being overwhelmed by its own failures and contradictions it can-
not resolve.

The notion of rotational presidency will institutionalise divisive tendencies,
personal ambitions and promotes sectional and tribal loyalties. In the final
analysis it is a mere cake*haring arrangement which the ruling class has always
stood for. In the main, it will work against National Unity.
To sum up, Labour in politics would broaden genuine political parricipation i ir
wculd halt the use of tribalism, statism and religious differences as insrruments
for manipulating the people; it would be mass oriented and above all, forge a
truly united nation behind a definite ideological posture-which shall be socia-
lism. For the realisation of this objectiverworkers and other democratic $oups
and progressive individuals must pick up rhe gaunder.
This document titled -Towards a viable and genuinely democratic political
future: Nigerian wor*.ing elass position, reflect"the political aspiration of the
Nigerian working class, having being endorsed by atl ihe Nigerian Trade Unions
and unanimously adopted by the Nationa.l Executive council (NEC) at its
Meeting held on 9th-10th July 1986. we therefore recommend it to the politi-
cal Bureau and the people of Nigeria as our contribution to the on-going natio-
nal debate on the political future of our counfiy. 
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