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Africa Watch

The Africa Watch Committee was established in May 1988 to monitor and promote
observance of internationally recognized human rights in Africa. The chairman of Africa Watch
is William Carmichael. Alice Brown is the vice chair. Rakiya Omaar is the executive director.
Alex de Waal is associate director. Janet Fleischman and Karen Sorensen are research
associates. Nicola Jefferson is a Sandler Fellow. Urmi Shah and Ben Penglase are associates.

Human Rights Watch

Human Rights Watch is composed of Africa Watch, Americas Watch, Asia Watch,
Helsinki Watch, Middle East Watch and the Fund for Free Expression.

The executive committee is comprised of Robert L. Bernstein, chair; Adrian W.
DeWind, vice chair; Roland Algrant, Lisa Anderson, Peter Bell, Alice Brown, William
Carmichael, Dorothy Cullman, Irene Diamond, Jonathan Fanton, Jack Greenberg, Alice H.
Henkin, Stephen Kass, Marina Kaufman, Jeri Laber, Aryeh Neier, Bruce Rabb, Kenneth
Roth, Orville Schell, Gary Sick and Robert Wedgeworth.

The staff includes Aryeh Neier, executive director; Kenneth Roth, deputy director;
Holly J. Burkhalter, Washington director; Ellen Lutz, California director; Susan Osnos, press
director; Jemera Rone, counsel; Joanna Weschler, Prison Project Director; Dorothy Q.
Thomas, Women’s Rights Project director; Rachel Weintraub, special events director.
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On or before October 1, 1992, Nigeria’s government wi‘ll hand over the re’!‘iﬁtgﬁfi
government to civilian leaders of the Third Republic. In this report, Africa Watchy_ ow.s
how years of military rule have sapped the courts of the power to play a vital role in shaping
a new democratic society. Bannings and detentions have brought Nigeria’s once lively
universities to their knees. Government reorganization has all but destroyed the labor
movement. The press, known as the freest in Africa, has lost much of its original vibrancy,

due to press closures, detention of journalists and censorship.

Without adequate time to take shape before October 1, 1992, the Third Republic will
begin its new and fragile existence in peril. This report illustrates that although President
Babangida has declared his intention to be the last military ruler of the country, he is doing
everything possible to ensure that the flaws of the new government he has created will serve
as a pretext for the military to seize power once again.
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