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brothcr # 5

h'e feel that j-ts irnportatrL for peopJ,e to L;rour
horr this issue ol'Brother came toXel,tl r)r1 ,tow
we interacted with eacit otirer in t,ltc Dror;cr;r;.In nr-imber there v,'r:r..: usrlall; cle.rc,. oi .r, t,rcep-
wlien July -c:ne th-ree or for-rr of us i,;enl, lr,"rvel _
ing. We riet [l.dce a wee]( and tried tu 

"onrfri""two differ.ent needs 'v,rhicir r,ve a1l fe1t. One was
to take care of the business of putting out tlie
paper ie. a.nstvering mail , discussing articles
etc. Trie otirer ',,ras to help each other cha_nge
and to get io ]rlow one another better. Tnere
were different ways we tried to combine the two
needs. D-ring the meetings antl especially at
the end of nrst meetings we talked about the
r,IaJS we were conrnmicating and i-row we were feeL,
ing. In discussing the articles we brought in
a lot of examples from our ol*r lives vriiiclr'
helped us be closer togethet.and maue the
decisior-rs about articles mean more. IrJe set

41gI_ I really feel sorne heaw things going on at
this meeting. I feel freaked out-does ar\yone
a l .:a9

Ned- Irve been having sone wierd feelings about
Brother but Irm afrald of getting into them
Iomffi. I've brought up.these feelirigs at

. past meetlngs and felt like lrve recieved
no response. Also I feel selfish taking up
our time with it. I dontt know 1f people
want to hear about it,

' Jacob-I want to deal with what youtre saJing but

-_ 
I feef arxious about getting th1s issue out.
We still need to do tlping and layout as
welf as finish articles.

{o$1= I have the impatience and tenslon too. Therd
alot more work to do even af"ber the paper is
out. Like dlstrlbuting it and a-nswering rnaiJ-

a:;ic1e i,ime 1n narly ;L'eetin.gs ior. inlividual.s 1,c-r

lel1 Lneir hfe stories. .ihese stories and '
the discul;sions that folfowed r,.rere some of
the best tinres for all of us. At one point we
spent a ruhole weej<-err/ together i,o idork and be
with each other. Despite all these attempts
there was alvrays a conflict between wantirrg to
tal-k about or:r feelings and wanting to getlhe
paper out. There were differerrces among us in
what kinds of needs we felt could be futfiffeA Uy
working on the paper ard to witat extent the paper
coufd serve as a rnents.group a.nd still conre outregularly. The follor.ring diafogue took pface
late in the process of putting out this issue andis.a good exa:rple of the tension and pofarity thatexist. :1ra dialogue is a littfe ctist'orted tL nrat<e1c shorter and c]earer than 1t was so we didnrt
use our real names.

Alex- Ird rather dissolve the Lensions for now by
putting alf our energy into fini.shing ilils
i-ssue. Then we ca-rr deaf with feelings later.

Ngg- VtrLrat if I feel like I canrt ccme to a^nother
one of these meetings until rrry feelings. are
dealt with? I shouldntt come to rneetings for
awhife-Irll just vrork on l"ayout. I donrt
r^iar-rt to tMeaten the progress of the paper.

Lazams-I wouldnrt reccomnend that,but itts yor:r
decision.

{g!h- I donrt l.clovr,maybe it lvoulci be a good idea
for you to do that,Necl. T.nere is some com-
promlse. I feel like lve are being self-.
indulgent about expressing so narly emotiores
in the face of a deadllne. . .

-(l,ong silence follows)-
Alex- Let's do somethlng,..this limbo is driving

me nuts I

tsobby-This i-s crazyl I l'ee-l really i:r;1iiy. r wa^; get-
ting really mad at you before,i;r,r lbr not
bieng honest with you-r feelings. ljut what
good would it irave done to get angry at you?
I think that your being lndirect was a way
of looking/asking fr:r, a- supportive atmo:jpherc
and rqy anger would make it a hoi;tile one. I
also leel that I wasnrt being vr-,ry sympatire-
tic to you: I shou.ldrve realiz:erl irow hard it
rraii for you to erpress those fcelirg,i.I dont
l.ike feellng a-ngr.y', IL rrl itoi; corr..,irucL l vt--.

]jql- I'd raLlir:r ir.ve you 6.,11, airgi j i.ri, :e- a1, Lea$
t,iron ird.lir-to,. i,trat, JUL] cal'e. :Oui, |-}lp-1.r,',;ou11
have been bl;Li,or't,ltan i:rt ui,f'r'i<'.ni1i, .; lence.

4laq- Eacn til;te yJe repress a positive or negat ive
feellngrvle taiie a t;ol.l. on ouriielves, Tiris is
tire reason fc)r our tension ard feeling so
drained. I think tirat eacll indlvidual in 1,he
group has a rytir'ii about expressing and rep-
rcssi.ng feclings, and thiit eilf of u;i are at
different pfaces. Tltre clrain we feef :rt rneet-
ings is clue to not exorer;:;irrg t,hl,m: general!
the group is not, deai.ing ir'ith fecl.inEi en-
ough. We:don't ilave a r.ealj-r;tic expecl,atiorr d'
t,lle group.

Jacob-But there are thirteen people.,/OOO emotions

- 
every neeting- i^;e canrt cto everyttrlng. I
1-hirk your expecLaLlons aj,e 1-oo higii. 'uJerve

done goo<i considering Lhat we diclnrt knolr
each other very we-l.I to stci-r't with.
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ion. I feel fike we

agonizirrg both wa.vs because nralrbe tl-re paper
wonrt come out for anotiter itonth.and Itll
feel pretty shitty lf it doesn't.

ings are as important as the paper
Bobby'Wait. Werre taking too much time talking

around the t:ea.l lssue of how Ned is feel.ing
instead of dealir:g wlth it. And you really
encoura8e that toorNed. I see you doing the

that f do when itrs hardsame avoidance trip
1 /\ 1,,11. .r1,,\,rl .',-,,,.1 l
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As issue #5 goes to the press, we are aga.i.rl
faced with linding new people to work on tlr('
paper.This has happened at the end ol a.lmo:;l,
every other issue of brother,but tl)i:r ti]Ir) I I

seems more critlcal because alot ol us illl'nxrvlrl'.
out of the bay area, and some of usl ,iuirl, (l('l lr1

wanN to work on another issue. Thol;r' rrl' Ltrr l'lt;tl'
remain cantt possibly continue t.o r,vot'li illlr I r'r! rlr

without new energy and idea:;. I',Jt'ill'r 'riliirr vr'r'r/

confused about how to rela1 t' 1.() 1.1 ri' l) rlr, l' ;ttrl
l,vhere to go from h-^re(:;etl tli:llrrr" l'r1nrl r'(i)rll"l'i'
A Meetingfion page 1 of l,lrlrr lir.rrlr'). ltrll' wr' rrl"'
al-so excitecl alrout til{' tlcvr lr|'; li Ilrrrl ":l1 n (rlll
Of the.t a]-td sim.i.l.at' (lir'( rlrrlrl(,lrir, ;tlrl r,l' rrl'l Illi''
to meet vl-ith otlic'l' In('l) lvl l() wltttl, l.o (1";lI wll'lr
sexisn on trol-lr t,lt('pt'f'l;ottrtl lLtrl lrrlll.lr';rl lcv"l
whi}: :;t;rivir11 t,o I;r'c:mc l.ovlt4lrltutrltl ln'()[II('.
There will be ,u rne'c-t; !I€ on S-eptemLLcr' ,1-0-( lh l r l; rll )

in Sanfrrmcisco-Ell?lld at i27D-Sa-rclri'rz ll1'.,
iljtaenT -Lo-ELTian .lqetho.i i.'t Chur'( h. 1,, 1 i, I l'

about the future of brother'
If you neecl a ricle fron trte ea;u l"tl/, )/trt ''; tt

call 451-1673 fron !a:r to llptri ami a'r rjtl' (j;tr'.'rrr

'l'l xr fol1owing list is just a beginning. T'he
perople and groups on this list are interested
in helping men get together to deal wlth :;cxi:;m,
pxrrsonal change, a:rd maybe form nenrs groupl.
Isolated people contact us from all ovelr tlx]
crluntry wanting to }a'row how they ca:t meet ot,ltt:r'
rrr'rr jnterested in fighting sexisrn.

Ilopef\rlly, r.Ie wif] be abfe to have a nore cxtcn-
r;lve' list 1n the next issue of people or grtJLtpr;

vrltr': ',uant to act as rcontactr in their city.
I']t:ase dontN hesitate to send in your rnme.
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new nome needed
'l'l r' 1r.41131' was origlnally named Brother, A Ivlalo
l,I I )(,r'lrt,1 on Neuispaper r'r4ti'rout much coflective
(lliicllr:r;i()n. Since then, the original subtltle
r,/rrir {.1 tLn[,(i(i to I'A Forum for Men Against Sexism,"
lry l,lrorr. t,trat worked on subsequent issues. Mor:e
11,(.(.u1. l.y, marry people have become dissatisfied
i4 I {,1 ) t,lx, n,lne rrBrotherrt .

Wl rrr wr, rlir;cussed chargirg the nalire for issue
/y'r , w| lrt'r:iurl(] more and more in touch with the bad
;rrrrr,'l:rl,lrinl; rnost of us had with t1-re word
rrlrrrrl,l lr,r'rr: Lhrl backslapping fraternlty use of tlc
1,,'r'Ir, 1.lx' c()m[on use the terrn rrbrotireri'tc)odrt in
:r wrry 1,lri.L1, r:xcludes women and gay people, the
J't1!lu,,rl, r'lur1,r:rical use of the word brother j.n
lrllr '11;l.Lnr t,o rrrake it appear that a bond exisl,.;
,llr,r r l.lr,.rr, llr no bond in order for sone merl to
(,rl)Ir )i l. ot.ltr,r'ij.

.lrr;ur rrr'1, 1r:lo cltlled rrdonrt cal-f me brotherir
( 1rr irr;rr,' // j o.t' llrother, reprinted from the
ii1'livLr1rrl,,l.) I'lick*EIIffi writes '!In aff cases tlrc
tr,r'r,i 

'"trr',,i.lrlt''r 
meals bonding anr<rtlg those with

powr,'l', rrrul rir:irt;h to both women and mafe effemin-
ists." 'i'lx' worrl "brotherrr is so accepted in the
laJgr:r' r;or:it't,y 'uhat it doesnrt iilp1y eharge for
men.

!.'e cou1tLr'l, (Ircido on a new nane ancl real-ly need

!e.l_Il. llorm: ol Llrc suggestions so far ha',re been:
Sissy, J.r:l.t.ing; Go, Blosson, and Off their Bacis.
Plegry_-.llq_jl.1lgge'tj9lq as we donrt feel we
ean nlake the tier:lsion without new ideas from
the readers.
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