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This report, prepared by the Southern Africa Project of the
Lawyers1 Committee for Civil Rights under Law, focusses on the
plight of political detainees in South Africa, the circumstances
mtfrrounding the deaths of 41 political detainees from September 19&5

eptember 1977 and the need to establish some form of international
leial inquiry into such deaths.
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Introduction

This report concerns itself with the deaths of 41 political
detainees who died in South Africa from September 1963 to September
1977, The Lawyers1 Committee for Civil Rights Under Law is
particularly alarmed at all deaths in detention but we are
extremely concerned over the quantum leap in the number of dead
since January 1976 and the unusual circumstances under which many
have died, Due to the fact that a political detainee is held
generally for his opposition to the Government in power, the utmost
scrutiny must be paid to his death while in the hands of the Govern­
ment, In South Africa, where several of the laws provide for
indefinite incommunicado detention or indefinite preventive detention,
the Government claims that the cause of such deaths is ’’departmentally
satisfactory whatever the inquest shows;" this does little to alleviate
the fear that many of the deaths are caused by police brutality.

In compiling this report, reliance on secondary-source
material was inevitable. Sources were cross-checked whenever possible
Much of the data that is missing in this report results in part
from the refusal of the South African Government to- release
pertinent facts surrounding the death of a detainee. The Terrorism
Act, for instance, specifically states that no person shall be
entitled to information concerning a detainee except the Minister
of Justice or an officer of the State acting in his official
capacity.

For all of its deficiencies, it is nonetheless felt that
this report will be useful in assessing the plight of political
detainees in South African jails and the circumstances
surrounding the deaths of the 41 who have died thus far and in
drawing attention to the necessity of establishing some form of
international judicial inquiry into such deaths.


