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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRSSIDENT
IIHIS newsletter is a fulfilment of one of the promises
I made by your executive, namely to keep members

informed about activities of the Guild. lt will be published
monthly and it is the hope of the executive that it will help
to ensure members' interest aad involvement, on a con-
tinuous basis, in the Guild's affairs.

Since our convention at Abuja, many issues affecting
our members have engaged the attention of the Standing
Committee. One of these is job security or the lack of it,
which has resulted in some of our members losing their
seats.

First, it was the Nigerian Observer, which was shut
for a drastic re-organisation. Then there was the
DailyStar, wheremanykeystaff-memberswerereplaced. that the Guild would not accept it as it is.
In both cases, the Guiid made quiet The position of the Guild was con-
representationonbehalf of itsmem- sThis maiden issue of the News- firmed by a meeting of the NPO on

the CA relused to make any special provision for Press
Freedom, But you can rest assrred that that failure wds not
due to a lack of effort from the Press Organisations.

Nigerian Media Council
The Nigerian Media Council Decrec was prom-

ulgated on December 30, 1988. 'fhe Standing Commit-
tee of the Guild met in January and discussed the decree,
among other things. The Committee took the view that
the one seat given to the Nigerian Guild of Editors in the
iS-member council was inadequate and unacceptable.
'Ihe Comrnittee also took the view that, while the decree
had some merits, it was so defective in some other areas

police
There

bers while at the same time recognis-
ing the need for the affected media
to be strenghtened for their survival.
Happily, the Observer is back in cir-
culation and shows every sign of hav-
ing re.ceived a new lease of life.
There has also been the matter ol

letter also includes the accounts
of the convention. lt was prom-
ised at Abuja and the Standing
Committee has decided that the
Treasurer's report be-circulated
to all members. I hope it meets
your expectations 7

January 20, 1989. At that meeting, the
Press Organisations decided to seek
amendment to some critical sections
of the decree. Another meeting was
fixed for February 24, 1989 to dicuss
objectives in detail. Three NPO meet-
ing on this subject have been held
since then. And what promises to be

the last, before a meeting with the information minister,
wouidtakt place in April.

Nigerian Journalism Review
As you will find elsewhere in this newsletter, the

Guild proposes to publish a journalism review. There is
currently a deficiency in this area, and the Standing
Committee believes that a journalism review that discus-
ses issues arising in the practice of journalism, fits in with
the Guild's objective of taking a "keen interest in the
general advancement of the mass communication
media" The magazine proposed will be of an intellectual
quality that will enhance the prestige of the Guild. It will
also. hopefull.v. fill an important gap for both student
journalists and those in the field.

This maicien issue of this Newsletter also inclucles the
accounts of the convention. It was promised at Abuja and the
Standing Committee has decided that the Treasurer's report be
circulated to all memben. I hope it meets your expectations.

Your executive is at the same time looking at otherways to
advztnce the practice of journalism in Nigeria, Several proposals
are still under discussion. You will certainly be kept informed as
they mature and progress. Yours faithfully,

Onyema Ugochukwu,
Presid.ent, N igerian Guild Editor.

harrassment of members
has also been the matter of police harrassment

things done in the course of their duties.6f msrnfsls for
Two cases that stood out concerned Mr. Chris Okogie,
Deputy Editor of the Vanguard (He was acting Editor at
the time) and Mr. LewisObi,Editorof AfricanConcord.
lnbothcases.Guild officials intervened.' This was done
quietly because of a belief that, while public statements
may attract attention.they maynot be aseffective as quiet
contacts in resolving arguments and may even be cou-
nterproductive br encouraging intrasigence.

The NPO
The Standing Committee has takenan actir,e interest in

the re-invigoration of the Nieerian Press Organisarion
(NPO).Partli, because oi the revival of the Guild. this bodv
that comprises all the media organrsations has again be-
come a vibrant bodr that can speak lor all journalists in the
countrv.

Following a meeting of the NPO held in Lagos on 29
September 1989 under the Chairmanship of Chief segun
Osoba, President of the NPAN. the media bodies were able
to submit a joint memorandum to the Constituent Assem-
bly seeking the incorporation of Press Freedom in the
constitution. Before then, the NPAN and the NUJ had
submitted separate memorandum. As you already know.
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A silent but sure and
THE Ext'cutive irntl Stantlirrr:
I Ct,mmittee ol thc, Guilrl hirri

been working intense ly. though
quictlr..ince thc irssrrcilrlitrn rvlrs re-
activatecl in Abu ja be tween Septem-
bcr 24 and 27 last y,ear. Against all
odds. thrce well-attenclccl bi-
n'ronthly ntectings have been helcl.
as requirecl bv the Constitr-rtion. bc-
tr.veen then and now; the pre-88
Guild bank accoultt has becn lo-
cated. reported nternber''s .uvclfarc
problems have becn prrtrlptlv
attendecl to: this ne'nvsletter has be en
produc,etl : lr Gurtd qulrlitr qurrrterlr
yttttrnrrlrsrlr re\ i(.\\ shrlulrl hit rrt.ir:
sllttttis ncxt ntottth; ttorttitlrtitrrt5
havc been ntade to the Guild's tlvo
chairs on the Nigerian Irrstitutc of
.lournalism (NIJ) uol,ernins boarcl: a
visit to Presiclcnt Ibrahin'r Babancicla
is being pursuecl: in tl're Nig.'rian
Press Orsanisation (NPO ). our
voice has. once again. bmkcn
through. either in the strons dc-
nounciations of the harrassrnents itf
journalist, the newsprint crisis,
quests for better profeisional stan-
dards-..or the opposition to objec-
tionable porrions of the Nigeiian

Media Council Decree (No 59)
1988.

Tt ese and other matter.s can only
be C scussed hereunder in summary:
NIT. UII}ERS \\ EI-I. ARI.]-l'hc lirliou irrg cltscs ,r li I llrntc,.l
lttcnti()n: ( jrc-g ()r:r', trr'nte nc
(()bscrrcr). IJurrji Ktuoiojrr ('lri-
bunc). lrnrl I{csinlilrl Ilre ((irurrtliltit

o Banji Kuroloja

Financial Weekli,). l-hat tll Cltris
Okogic (Vurruu;rrcl) rvlrs ulso rncrr_
tioncd..altltouqh he is his ltaltcr's clc-
;lutv cditor. l'lrc Obserr cr lirrd bce n
closcr-1. penclin.g lresh L:rlitori;rl
app()rntntctlts. llliloltg lrthcrs.
Onwuemene was keen to quit for
a number of personai rease.rns, but
want€d the Guild to herp obtain
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