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HIS newsletter is a fulfilment of one of the promises  the CA refused to make any special provision for Press
made by your executive, namely to keep members Freedom. But you can rest assured that that failure was not
informed about activities of the Guild. It will be published ~ due to a lack of effort from the Press Organisations.

monthly and it is the hope of the executive that it will help I : . .
to ensure members’ interest and involvement, on a con- Nigerian Media Council
tinuoqs basis, in the Guild’s affairs. The Nigerian Media Council Decree was prom-

Since our convention at Abuja, many issues affecting  ulgated on December 30, 1988. The Standing Commit-
%lgm nl;eirtr::;rso I:Iaev(e)fetr;!geasieg ;2?) itcel?rtilt(;rno()ft ltlhel Stlz:ndfix_]tg tee of thet k?uiltﬂ met irr} .lll angary ar}d discusls(ec:1 the decrﬁe,
: 5 : r the lack of it, among other things. The Committee took the view that
which has resulted in some of our members losing their  the one seat given to the Nigerian Guild of Editors in the
seatSF ) _ S8 : ;S-me‘mber _council was inadequate and gnacceptable.
irst, it was the ngc_enap Observer, which was shut The Committee also took the view that, while the decree
for. a drastic re-organisation. Then there was the hadsome merits, it was so defective in some other areas
;)a}laly itar, whe;e mémy" key s(';aff—members were replaced.  that the Guild would not accept it as it is.

n both cases, the Guild made quiet The position of the Guild was con-
representation on behalf of its mem- ¢This maiden issue of the News- firmed by a meeting of the NPO on
bers while at the same time recognis-  letter also includes the accounts January 20, 1989. At that meeting, the
ing the need for the affected media Of the convention. It was prom-  Press Organisations decided to seek
to be strenghtened for their survival.  1Séd at Abuja and the Standing amendment to some critical sections
Happily, the Observer is back in cir- ?ommltteg has decided that the of the decree. Another meeting was
culation and shows every sign of hav- toreal?urer sbrepolrthbe-cn_rculated fixed for February 24, 1989 to dicuss
ing received a new lease of life. 41 INeIDeTs. ope it meets objectives in detail. Three NPO meet-
Thlqre h;;ls also beetn thf mattelr) of Your expectations 9 ing onhthis Asugjec;: have been hetl)d
po ice arrassmen of members o e e P R N SO since then. nd what promises to be
There has alio bl?en t(;xe matter of police harrassment the last, before a meeting with the information minister,
of members for things done in the course of their duties. would take place in April.

Two cases that stood out concerned Mr. Chris Okogie, Ni ian J li Revi
Deputy Editor of the Vanguard (He was acting Editor at FgEl.' 14 JOutna l,sm ~eVlew
the time) and Mr. Lewis Obi, Editor of African Concord. As you will find elsewhere in this newsletter, the
Inboth cases, Guild officials intervened.” This was done  Guild proposes-to publish a journalism review. There is
quietly because of a belief that, while public statements ~ currently a deficiency in this area, and the Standing
may attract attention,they maynot be aseffective as quiet ~ Committee believes thata journalism review that discus-
contacts in resolving arguments and may even be cou-  S€Sissuesarising in the practice of journalism, fits in with
nterproductive by encouraging intrasigence. the Guild’s objective of taking a “keen interest in the
N general advancement of the mass communication
The NPO Tal ! n :

The Standing Committee has takenan active interest in med§a P s paposed W-lll peotay 1n.tellectu.al
the re-im'igor;tion of the Nigerian Press Organisation qluallt}}l/ thagvhl“ etgll?ance. Mlepiegies offthebGuﬁd‘ Itdwﬂl
(NPO).Par;ly because of the revival of the Guild, this body ?Oiihaﬁgirgné.thlos:r;nlrtnhpeogglr(ljt SRR
that comprises all the media organisations has again be- This maiden issue of this Newéletter also includes the
gg?netﬁv‘”bram body that can speak for all journalistsin the  gccounts of the convention. It was promised at Abuja and the

: el : ; ;

Following a meeting of the NPO held in Lagos on 29 Zrir&]d;lgd%maﬁugz;t&srse?g(ﬁeﬂ}?ﬁ:};g?ﬁfg;gggnze
September 1989 under the Chairmanship of Chief segun Your executive is at the same time looking at other ways to
Osoba, President of the NPAN, the media bodies were able advance the practice of journalism in Nigeria, Several propgsals
to submit a joint memorandum to the Constituent Assem-  are still under discussion. You will oertainlyb,e kept informed as
bly seeking the incorporation of Press Freedom in the ¢, d : ;

2 S i €y mature and progress. Yours faithfully,
constitution. Before then, the NPAN and the NUJ had Onyema Ugochukwu
submitted separate memorandum. As you already know. President, Nigerian Guild Editor.
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HE Executive and Standing

Committee of the Guild have
been working intensely. though
quietly. since the association was re-
activated in Abuja between Septem-
ber 24 and 27 last year. Against all
odds., three well-attended  bi-
monthly meetings have been held.
as required by the Constitution, be-
tween then and now: the pre-88
Guild bank account has been lo-
cated. reported member’s welfare
problems have been promptly
attended to: this newsletter has been
produced; a Guud quality quarterly
journalism review should hit news
stands next month; nominations
have been made to the Guild’s two
chairs on the Nigerian Institute of
Journalism (NI1J) governing board: a
visit to President Ibrahim Babangid:
is being T)um?ed 1(:1 the Nl(,ri,rl:nl Media Council Decree (No 59) Financial Weekly). That ot Chris
Press Organisation (NPO). our  1988. Okogie (Vanguard) was also men-
voice has. once again. broken Tt ese and other matters can only tioned. d]thOLWh he is his paper’s de-
through. ecither in the strong de- be ¢ scussed hereunder in summary: puty editor. The Observer had been

reg Onwuemene ® Banji Kuroloja

nounciations of the harrassments of ME UBERS WELFARE closed., pending fresh editorial
journalist, the newsprint crisis, The following cases warranted — appointments., among  others,

quests for better professional stan-  attention: Greg  Onwuemence Onwuemene was keen to quit for
dards, or the opposition to objec-  (Observer). Banji Kuroloja (Tri- a number of persenal reasons, but

tionable portions of the ngerxan bune). and Reginald Ibe ( (m wrdian wanted the Guild to nelp obtain
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Ayodeie (1988} argues that the effect of. ... v . i
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