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JOURNALISTS @WORK
At these TIMES when journalists need to CHB0NIGIE political events, the

Press which should be the GUARDIAN of the STANDARD practice of the

profession and CHAMPI0N of Democracy, went to sleep over the Tinubu

affair. For news SOUBCES who want the press to achieve FAME in its
pursuit of justice, they felt disappointed that the press hesitated to POST

by EXPESS the real facts on the Tinubu saga, thus dimming the P0WER of

its BAY that refused to shine like a STAB.

As CHANNETS of communication and keen 0BSEHVEB of political events,

in this case, the Press shied away from TELLing, it as it is. Even those who

made THE NEWS out of the Buharigate, turned the other face. lt even

refused to play the role of the EXAMINER of facts in this case, leading to a

situation whereby the G0NC0RD that hitherto existed among the media,

was broken, leading to counter-allegations. At a time when the TEMP0 of

the struggle against official malfeasance needed to be revved up by making

sure that journalists SKETCH events concerning every STATESMAN who

wants NATI0NAt EIllQ0MlUM, the BHYTHM of the activist music stopped

beating momentarily.

It would be interesting to see how the media, particularly the South-West

press which has received much 0VAT|ON for its struggle against military

dictatorship would PUNCH holes in the argument of its critics that it went

to bed during the Tinub,r saga.

If the Press has to be relevant T0DAY in GHAMPI0Ning the cause of De-

mocracy and if it should expect Nigerians to WEEKIY TBUST it for factual

news reportage, it should continue to be in the VANGUARD of those who

WATCH the NEWS in order to HEBAID a l\lEW NIGERIA.

The Press THISDAY, no doubt, is TODAY'S CH0ICE of the masses.

Richard Akinnola.
j
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CENTRE FOR FREE SPEECH

F "n 
r" ior ?ree Speecn

I (CFS), o non-portison, non-
V politicol non-profit humon
rights group was estoblished in
1995 to promote respect for free-
dom of expression in Nigerio.

For Nigerions to be oble to
moximolly enjoy other fundomen-
tol rights such os the freedom of
ossociotion, movement and ossem-
bly. the right to ocodemic freedom
ond others, they must be empow-
ered to exercise ond defend the
right to freespeech. CFS seeks to
eguip executonts of press freedom
- journolists, writers, ocademics
ond others - to odegtntely perform
their duties through troining ond
other forms of copocity building.
The Centre olso promotes octivi-
ties, which enlightens the general
populoce on their inolienobla right
to freedom of expression under
domestic ond international low.

CFS's methods include the de-
velopment and odministrotion of
conferences, seminors, ond work-
shops for journolists, writers, stu-
dents, lowyers, ocodemics ond
other creative professionols, or-
gonising symposio ond public lec-
tures on topicol motters reloting to
freedomof expression.

Activities of the Centre
' Empowering journolists, writ-

ers, ocodemics and others
through troining progrommes,

workshops, seminors ond con-
lerences.
Conducting progrommes that
create oworeness on the impor-
tonce of on independent press.
Providing informotion thot
seeks to enlighten thegeneral
populoce on the fundomentol
noture of the right to free
speech.
Promoting understonding of
the importonceof respect for
copyright lows.
Providing legol assistonce to
journolists, writers, ocademics
(ond their profassionol unions)
ond others whoserights tofree
speech is being or hos been vio-
loted.
Publication of specialised re-
ports to promoteowareness on
freespeech.
fdentifying humonitorion
needs of executants of press
freedom ond seeking ways of
roising ond administering
funds to meet such needs.

Torget Populotion
\heCqtrds primory focus is jour-
nolists, writers, students ond oco-
demics. CFS olso strives tobegu-
der-sensitive by ensurirg thot both
sexes hove eguol opportunities of
benef iting, especiolly f rom troin-
ing progrommes. For example,we
strive to ensure o 50-50-mole/f e-
mole-porticipation rotio in out
troining progrommas.

CFS Publicotions
' Detention i4anual for Jour-

nalisfs
' Human Pighfs Education

Handbook for Journa lists
' Nigerran tl4edia and LegalCon-

strainfs
' l4onthly l4edia Law Digest
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Please address lettens and comments to Editor,

Freeword
9, Bayo Shodipo Street, Off Afisman Drive,
Near Local Government Secretariat, lkeja,
Lagos, Nigeria.

E-mail : cf s@infoweb. ab s. net

We express our gratitude to The
John D. and Catherine T
MacArthur Foundation, Chicago
for supporting the publication of
this journal, through funds ad-
ministered by Centre for Democ-
racy and Development, CDD, UK.
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