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THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND HAVE SUFFERED ENOUGH.

THEIR CHAINS MUST FALL !



The Banner

RESUMPTION OF «MASS LINE*

■:It;has become, necessary to resume the publication of
•Mass,Line1. As before, its-:cole*is .to rally the progressives
of Nigeria and help . them -to,discover the correct road to the
liberation of the Nigerian people from imperialism and the
exploitation.} and. oppression of .capitalists, land owners and
ci ty; and • rural tyrants»

.Ji d xaro ' r ' 1; '*:■ Il/
The ^socialists need, to, unite and use.their unity to

promote the unity/,of- democrats dedicated to the people and the
people themselves <» : However, long-experience in the. world and
Nigeria shows that unity, even among socialists, is not a
simple or easy matter. It is not simple because even if they
agree*  that; socialism is^desir<able and that what they mean by it
is a new-democracy:based on the•social ownership of . the means
of production and; distribution*,  and a thoroughly humanistic
outlook,? this does -, not mean that/differences concerning specific
ideological questions, s tr ategy/. and tactics will not exist
amongu them«( • Unity is n.ot easyn either. because bourgeois
infusions, personal ambitions, sectarianism, factional
loyalties, rudeness and intemperance, ideological confusions,
opportunistic..^^Ici^lationsv,-differences; in maturity and
experience, dishonesty, disparities in enthusiasm and other
factors abound as perenial sources of disunity.
2HoJ :Ju [oven *i  ailrs.f MfiJ isrtd c. i > oafr, Irrm/o? >. c. T

• ^Uni^y Is/notj fa Ipye/ affair.//It does/pot seem that Nigerian
socialists love/ thes.peopleare attracted to one another tp<
any. ljess^rd clegree rth^n spc^i^ists-> in other countries.. . However,
continuous? ^n^rpbwerf-ulo^nity.fjpj^e^upppse.s principle -r -thO
acjceptancs iOfr an :appr<>aQh,';£1the. cultivation of acceptance; and .
accepted?;smqthqds;^pf/work and-.good qualities of leaderships(irtW
aeonexiorixo -..•Hit -noil ano.'.-joi . •_/• i

>iJMas^si Linej’ii^fPot-V^gue.;;-) To unite socialists an ideolo­
gical-strategic line must be bolBly-put forward-and the
socialists called upon to embrace it. Those who embrace it
formnt.be/ iP.orei -Of - :UPiiy9 ’* urn rl ’ •<

odW 1:10*1^  ieuirt .<‘x :ic , f:
-ao-up<Qur journalrbelieves that■ it is necessary not only to be
a socialist bubiralsQ--tOc;learn a lot from Marxism and from
Leninism. ;:.»r

ThistcPPSiition*  stems: from theoretical and practical
awareness>l?i it; is by, np- means an unimportant matter that
socialisnbvhasi had aboqt a hundred qpd fifty-year history in
the world, during whichj.it has. weathered several storms and
seen various ’socialist’ factions come and go, but only the
Marxist—tendency- has-kept- growing over the. yearsr in. spite-------
of persecution. As Lenin once put it, ’’the Marxist doctrine
is omnipotent because it is*true ”.

Neither is it an acpideht that ;in spite of many inter­
pretations 6f Marx it is only movements founded on Leninism
that have in practice destroyed bourgeois power anywhere and
launched the march to socialism. There must be something
universal and real in Leninism that gives it this power to
triumph where non-Leninist experiments fail. Where this
power lies we must discover.

It must be pointed out also- tjiat our journal starts off
from the belief that the foundation has been laid for genuine
socialism in a number of countries in the world today, namely,
the Soviet "Union, the East “European’ Socialist States,""" 
Mongolia, North Korea, China and Cuba. A genuine advance

formnt.be/
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towards socialism is being TnadeT’in* *“a number of other countries,
such as Vietnam, Ethiopia; and .Angola*  No state exists .injthe
world today that is a perfect piqtUre of socialism as seen .in’
socialist theory, .but no capitalist state has.,.ever existed.'
either that perfectly corresponds: to. the liberal ideal ‘.of•■i.-.
capitalist, state*  ■ All $tates.-are approximations**  toe the:? i.olcxs
theoretical ideal. In any case, the youth of socialismriasya
practical system and the still powerful remnants of capitalism
in the. world, with whichufight-ihg socialism has 1 to [coexist,
interact and contend-imp.Jy-tbat . thetworld has:n©jb yet
the opportunity of-iaf-soqialism that develops freelymPH.-)itSqo-jg
own basis only. \-:lIf-:sinoulM

ff-eh -J ;..?.:. ' .V’i-; io olqHla
•• r In- .effect, we-, reject- ’as totally-wrdhg the •• thesiss-tha£<yipn
the.*  existing socialist states are not socialist but areoformsi
of ’state capitalistic State capitalism is. the-, sort. of[-tkh^ngo
that exists in the so-called ’mixed economies’ of Niger.iayl.-rup
Britain-, -France, Italy, India and. the like*  It has' nothin.g-;?M.
to do with .the sort-of system’ that..exists in the' Soviet;Un.ipOry
Hungary or Cuba. ;- •* •*. . .. . . ?

. ' - i r' i ■ - •? ’•••!:•. .’ • * • . 1. J , •> I f’VC I
Of course,, all existing reality,; old.-or new*  is- subj^fcjo

to man’s criticism:. •; .• h r l'j.-.mlxo

This journal also believes that the socialist revolutions
in the existing socialist states all haye universal lesspns
to teach, but none of-them is a. ’model’, that can be simplyi-oe?.
copied?-in all .respectsWhich - features of a given resolution;’
are universal and which- are peculiar, -to the circumstances; pf->:?
a particular.;.country, are matters -..for thorough scientific study.
While throug-h: scientific self education Nigerians should <
extract and imbibe the universal lessons from the experiences
of • existing socialist states, . they- have concretely to seek
their own practical road to-socialism*.  ‘

These declarations about the most basic positions are-.-,o-}
made because the search for unity must statt from those who
subscribe to a basic non-shifting area-.of■ agreement*;  Progres­
sives and 'the masses must be rallied around correct, .-basic e
ideas and not erroneous ones* :

Whpt we .have stated: are basic editorial positions*  ’Mass
Line’, however, is’ a debating forum„*  Anyone with ideas th^t
will'help the socialists and the working people is welcome;
to share those ideas -with the readers of ?Mass Line'*  • ,n-

ANNOWCEMECT ’. J • o a?

After reading ’Mass. Line’, do the people a duty by passing it
“on to a friend*.  Better still, form a circle of friends to discuss
the1-issues;in ’Mass Line’.,

r ;: : • 4^.^mxmk)Ht ,>nvr-

ADDRESS -.X’J?
• ' l • '

Address all correspondence to
' - ’Mass Line’, c/o. .12 Bassey .Duke Street,

-jn'hn-. Calabar. i L ? .j-j
Iv.C j~i —______ ______ ;_____i: f » ;
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