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Letters

S.A. WOMEN
WRITERS

Dear Race Today,

I was interested to see that
the latest edition of Race
Today focused on writers
from South Africa. How-
ever, I am concerned that
the edition focused solely
on the men — Mattera,
Brutus, Nortje et al —when
I and other South African
women are writing in this
country, or in exile.

May 1  respectfully
suggest that you consider an
edition which will focus on
Black South  African
women writers to which we
may contribute. I would like
to include in that edition a
tribute to the writer Bessie
Head.

I'am sure itisn’t necessary
for me to point out that
whatever the difficulties
facing our male counter-
parts, it is ten times worse
for us. There is only a
limited interest in our
experience (not so much
our writing) from the Com-
monwealth and Feminist
publications. You will be
aware that there is still no
South African literary jour-
nal outside that country
although most of our writers
— the established ones all
male — are in exile.

I look forward to hearing
from you.

Agnes Sam (Ms)
York YO1 SEL.

CORRECTION

Dear Race Today,
In my review of John
Hearne’s A Sure Salvation
on pages 22-23 of Race
Today January ’86, it
appears that a typesetter’s
error led to the dropping of
two clauses from the sixth
paragraph of my typescript,
thereby  obscuring. my
meaning significantly. You
printed the second sentence
of that paragraph as: “It is
one of the few indications
we are given that the rebell-
ion is not initiated by the
slaves themselves.” This
does not make sense in the
context of my review. The
correct rendition is two sen-
tences: “It is one of the few
indications we are given
that the slaves might be
more than a stupefied herd.
However, it is significant
that the rebellion is not
initiated by the slaves them-
selves.”

1 would appreciate very

much your printing of this
correction.

Bob Stewart

Willingboro, New Jersey
USA.

MISCHIEVOUS
WRITING

Dear Darcus,

I was recently in the library
when I came across the
book Real Wicked Guy by
Roy Kerridge. Though 1
hadn’t heard of the author
before, to a student teacher
such as myself, soon to
begin teaching practice it
seemed an interesting and
useful book.

I noticed your name
among the author’s
acknowledgements. Know-
ing of you and your organi-
sation’s excellent reputa-
tion for fighting racism, this
was recommendation
enough. Having now read
the book up to about page
45, I am amazed that you
should have given your
encouragement and co-
operation to the right-wing
lunatic who wrote it.

Paul Lindsay-Addy
County Street
London SE1

Dear Paul,

Thanks for your letter in
which you express amaze-
ment that I co-operated with
and encouraged Roy Ker-
ridge in the writing of his
trash, Real Wicked Guy.

May I express my own
amazement that you actually
believe I did. Roy Kerridge
is known for mischief inter-
minable, and undoubtedly,
by placing my name in his
list of acknowledgements, he
hoped to disinform his read-
ers, maliciously so, that [
offered my co-operation in
the writing of his garbage.

1 did not, and have made
this fact known to his pub-
lishers.

Thanks again.

Sincerely,
Darcus Howe

EXPENSIVE
INQUIRY

Dear Race Today,

I am pained to read in the-
Guardian (19.12.85) back
page, that the London
Borough of Lambeth has
agreed to pay £7,500 to
Stephen Sedley, Q.C., plus
a daily rate of £750 to inves-
tigate and report on the
tragic death of Tyra Henry.

The following questions
now spring to mind:
(i) Could not Lambeth
B.C. find a competent
Black Barrister or law lec-
turer to write this report
more cheaply?
(i1) T understand that Tyra
Henry lies in an unmarked
grave (unverified fact).
(iii) Can a pompous Cam-
bridge-educated left wing
Barrister unravel the cir-
cumstances of Tyra Henry’s
death, and will frightened
and distressed black people
and distressed social work-
ers confide in him?
(iv) No reports, however
distinguished the authors
can bring Tyra Henry back
to life. Could not this
money be better spent
upgrading the support ser-
vices available to the social
workers in Lambeth?
(v) Finally, would this
entire episode have been
avoided if a few mature,
experienced West Indian
women (themselves
mothers and seasoned of
life), been available to help
this  hardpressed family
through a period of stress,
rather than a group of
idealistic Polytechnic social
science graduates “doing
their thing”?
Esmelda Cumberbatch

MALARIA
WARNING

Dear Race Today,
We wish to bring to your
attention the increasing
threat that malaria poses to
all Asian and African
immigrants who travel over-
seas to their homeland.

We wish to remind all
Asians and Africans who
live in Britain that they no
longer have any immunity
to malaria. All travellers to
Asia and Africa need to
take antimalarial tablets,
and also protect themselves
against mosquitoes, the car-
rier of malaria.

The exact type of
antimalaria tablet must now
be prescribed by a doctor.

Thank you very much for
your assistance, we are sure
that as a consequence,
many people will be pre-
vented from suffering or
dying from malaria.
Penny Phillips-Howard
Malaria Reference
Laboratory -
London School of H:
and Tropical Medicine
Keppel Street
London WCIE 7THT.
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CLR JAMiES'S 80th BIRTHDAY LECTURE
Price: £2.50 (p&p 45p)

BRICKBATS AND BOUQUETSby Akua Rugg
Price: £2.75 (p&p 45p)

THE STRUGGLE OF ASIAN WORKERS IN BRITAIN
by the Race Today Collective Price £1.50 (p&p 36p)

WALTER RODNEY AND THE QUESTION OF POWER
by CLR James Price: £0.95 (p&p 30p)

THE BLACK EXPLOSION IN BRITISH SCHOOLS

by Farrukh Dhondy, Barbara Beese and Leila Hassan
Price: £1.75 (p&p 36p)

LESSONS OF THE GRENADA REVOLUTION

by John La Rose. (First published as Comment in July
/August and December 1984 issues of Race Today.)
Price: £0.40 (p&p 20p)

VOICES OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD
by Linton Kwesi Johnson Price: £1.75 (p&p 30p)

INGLAN IS A BITCH by Linton Kwesi J(;Hnson
Price: £1.75 (p&p 30p)

THE ROAD MAKE TO WALK ON CARNIVAL DAY
by Darcus Howe Price: £1.00 (p&p 30p)

A HISTORY OF NEGRO REVOLT by CLR JAMES
Price: £3.50 (p&p 45p)

DARCUS HOWE on BLACK SECTIONS
IN THE LABOUR PARTY
Price: £1.00 (p&p 20p)

PRESIDENT NYRERE IN CONVERSATION WITH
DARCUS HOWE AND TARIQ ALI
Price: £0.75 (p&p 20p)

ALLIANCE PUBLICATIONS

THE GRENADA CRISIS. Statements Issued by the
Alliance of the Black Parents Movement, the Black Youth
Movement and the Race Today Collective. Price: £0.40
(p&p 45p)

NEW CROSS MASSACRE STORY. Interviews with John
La Rose Chairman of the New Cross Massacre Action

Committee.
Price: £1.50 (p&p45p)

ORDERS TO: RT PUBLICATIONS 165 RAILTON ROAD
HERNE HILL LONDON SE24 OLU. TELEPHONE: 01-737 2268

CLR JAMES —
MAN OF THE PEOPLE

AN EXHIBITION OF HIS LIFE AND WORK
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Contact: CFL, The Basement, 165 Railton Road,
London SE24 OLU. Tel: 01-737 2074

Exhibition catalogues also available Price £1.00 (p&p 30p)

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

SUBSCRIBE

AFTER TEN YEARS RACE TODAY has established
itself as perhapa the only serious journal to inform
on and clarify what blacks in Britain and the
peoples from our countries of origin think and do.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Race Today, a bi-monthly publication

Individual subscribers (UK) £6.00

Individual subscribers (overseas) £7.00 or $14.000
Institutions (UK) £15.00 Institutions

(overseas) £18.00/$36.00

Fighting Subscribers UK £20.00 and overseas $40.00
The above rates include postal charges (surface mail for
overseas subscribers). :

If AIR MAIL postage is required please add £5.00 or $1
A fighting subscription enables you to receive Race Todzy %
and copies of pamphlets we have published.
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Return form to RACE TODAY 165 Railton Road
London SE24 OLU. Telephone: 01-737 2268




