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In the early morning of Decenber J1

fg8t r soldiers of the Ghana Armed
l'orces poved on strategic parts of
Accra and overthreu the bankrupt gov-
ernment of President Limannrs Peoples
Natj-onal Party. In his first broad-
cast to the nation I I'li-ght Lt. .Ir J.

Ranlings said rrThis i.s not a cotlpr I
ask for nothing less than a revolution
--scmetiring that wi}I transforo the
social and economic order of this
country. . . rl

He told Ghar:;ians it was now uP to
theu to decicle how Ghana would be
run. Frorq this frrst brcaCcastlRaw-

rhasised the role the masses
'rere caIIed on to play. He

unced that defence committees
1 and natiorial would be set
hrat so long as there was no
,stice in Ghana there would

sbots they heard after the first day
rere fired at people and not in tbe
alr.

By Januaty 1t progressive movenents
such as the New Democratic Movenent r

June 4 Movementl and,,the Peoplets
-Revolutionary League demonstrated in
support. This ras followed by one of
the Iargest demonstrations Accra bad
ever seen: that of rorking people lrcr
mainly Accra and Tema. there could be
no doubt about the popularity of j.j.
itawlings himself and the support for
ihe coup. trThis is s democratic revoi-
ution to assure for.:eoi,1e rhe casic
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3e no peace.
Resistance to the couP was short-

Iivedr although ci-vilians in their
homes wdre bound to assume that all
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' -r:iding on what to import and what not to sh-
. .lr.t1C" not be seen as a pr.Eely econoruic measure.

I{orkers should be involved in it as a me-
:. ans of making more clear urhat the nature

of the struggle is at this stage.
. Since it is not only through the acti-

vities of the commercial capitalists that
the high prices and shortages in produc-
tion come into being it is necessary to
boost in the short runr output and i.n
particufar food production. Peasants need
to be encouraged to produce more and ass-
isted to do so. The inputs that are need-
ed in the agricultural sector are not all
that e>pensive and can be relatively ea-
sily provided for. The distribution of 9Oo
ds that peasants need should be given so-
me priority as v'rel-l as other prograrmes
tarith a vie.w to increasing the output of
this sector. Very ofte.n there are smal1
but sigu-rificant bottlenecks in infrastr-
ucture. Roads are impassable, there are
problans of irrigation, or there are not
enough tools, not enough people to do the
clearing or the rveeding at the tine that
they are most needecl. ..ianr", cf these t:i;-
ns reguire organization and not 1ar9e ir"l-
puts of money and so on. Iience r,i-t: rrc-
per organization it should be possible tc
show some improvanents so far as outDut
is concerned.

Ghanars manufacturing s'ector is heav-
iIy nrn doran. A comprehensive survey of
the situation is nee.ded. The plants and
industries that rec1rire the least in ter-
ms of foreigrn e><change for thei rehabil-
itation are those that should be gat go-
ing first. This is especially so if r,vhat
they oroduce is of an essential naturel
or coilplsnent the agricultural sec-
tor. In the da.ys of the illtr it raas put
out that the future of Ghana lay in the
gold ruines that ruere going to be acti*
vated after '"vhich there vrould be no loo-
king back. But in fact the mines are in
need thernselves of resuscitation.It is
more than 1ike1y that they are at the pr-
esent a millstone around Ghanats econmic
neck.

1'he governrnerrt in these early days ne-
rl eds to be more firmlv in control of rarhat

is going on in the cor,mercial and banki-
ng spheres of the economy. It is not all
that difficult to get sorne more control
of thr:is sector usinq the leverage that
the central bank has over all such organ-
izations. In addition to this they should
be given, with the threat of santions if
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they do not comrrly, firm guidlines cr-r le-
nding policy. But the goverrunnet rvill it-
self have to get more involved in the the
business of lending. Once again this is
an axea which calls for study and sound
poi-icy formulation.

One of the important issuas that will
have to dealt with soon is horv the state.
rrrill be able to accurnulate fi:nds not on-
ty for itself but also for the industri-
es that come under i$s control at the
Dresent and lr'hich r:ay do so in future.
The main tasl< of directing the economy
rnriIl faIl on the state from hence forth.
Clearly the state should not resort to
the sarne tactics of previous governrnents
u,Lrich found refuge in the printing of e-
ver more amounts of money- i\t this stage
perhaps the most effective method
which can be implauet-rte<l ruithout too mu-
ch reorganization is to alter the tax
syst61 or as .may in fact be the case in
rnany instances to implament it, Company
and personal incomefwealth taxes are not
on the rn'hole very r,^relI developed in many
.-.frica;-r cor-mtri es and Ghana is no e><ce-
:rtic:.1 tc tlis. There are a number of sl-
ter-l,rr:es t' :t co'-r1,J f i-e1d on a continu-
c-i= : r s^: r:. -J:-e tc :l:e state from taxa-
ticn :rc:-ei:-1.' l?rr- ei out. In this conn-
ecticn t::e --:e<ti:l'l ci renegotiation of
the cc:.t:.::s t;-131 exi-st between Ghana t

ani a :',r-..?r ol f:reign ccmpanies comes
to nirc, T::ere are mineral, industrialt
aoricultu:,' , technical, manegerial and
other c3:rtra'-its. t.11 these could be'sub-
ject tc re',.ier,'. The e>qrerience of other
corx1tri-es :]as shou,n that there is room
to n3.'-.ceu...re in this regard. It derrgrds
on t1e one hand on the degree.e to urhich
the covelrnmsrt has thought through the
chanq:es that it is v.'anting to make anc' i

on the other the degreee of economic fr-
eeclcir l,rith urich it is able to act.

The firnds so accumulated and the les-
sons learnt wii-1 prcr':"de + *:i>ll+ s*fid
oasis for tackling the greater problerns
ahead.
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The GHANA PE0PI
ANISATION (GHAPSO)

-is an anti-imper
which seeks to re:
of the Ghanaian p
gressive organisatio'o trtt(r llio'.;..,i,,r'tit) :

in Ghana involved in these stmggles
-seeks to work wj-th all friendly, pro- '

gressive, anti-imperialist organisa-
tions
- is completely tndependent of all p'Ii-
tical parties.
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